PREFACE 


The ancient geography of our country is a fascinating study. The 
Tamils who were minute observers of the fauna and the flora, the 
natural wealth of their land, and the physical features of the country, 
have left us with vivid pictures of what they noted. They have given 
us notes of the various parts of the land, the names of these and the 
races and tribes that peopled them. They made an original contri- 
bution to the clear grasp of this great and ancient country by their 
description of the Tamil Land as made up of five great parts called 
Marudam, Mullai, Neydal, Kurinji and Palas. 


By their notices we know that Tamilagam was made up of 
principally five great countries, four of which had the sea coast, while 
the fifth comprised of only four of these tracts, without having 
Neydal. This country was called Konga Nadu or the land of the 
Kongar, who were a distinct tribe, flourishing in this area from the 
early centuries of the Christian era, and seem to be more ancient. 
Numerous are the references to them and their country. Only a 
correct understanding of the geography of the country, its physical 
features, and geological formations of the area, determining the 

E nature of the soil and the predominant climates, and a knowledge 
i of the mineral and other resources available in the country, will lead 
to a proper appraisal of the growth and maturity of the civilization 


p of Kongar, the people of this land of Kongu. 


4 The three districts of Coimbatore, Periyār and Salem, with parts. 
of Madurai and Tiruchirappalli districts adjoining them, which 
interpose between the western ghats and the eastern Cholamandalam, 
| and lying south of the Karnataka, represents the ancient Kongu- 
mandalam. It is a riparian region of several valleys and closed up 
on all sides by mountains excepting in the south eastern outlet into 
the Chöla country. It was a golden country, rich with not only gold, 
but also iron and many kinds of precious stones of which the beryl, 
a special transparent sea green variety that attracted great attention, 
and was available here only. Consequently the people of this land, 
were not only adepts in agricultural industry and the rearing of 
cattle, but were also experts in working in gold and artistic ornaments 
using the precious stones available in their land, and were again 
masters in the Steel industry. “The antiquity of the process of 
manufacture is no less astonishing than its ingenuity, for its theory 
is extremely erudite, and in its discovery there seems but little room 
for the agency of chance. There is no evidence that any nation of 
antiquity except the Hindu (Kongar) were acquainted with the art 
of manufacturing steel." Kongu possessed gold of the best touch and 
fineness, praised by all in the Tamil land as shown by Sangam poems, 
Kongu provided the best sea-green beryls that foreigners vied to 
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possess, and Kongu produced the best steel that found its way into 
the countries beyond the seas. Thus we see that the civilization that 
inhabited this land, called by the name Kongar, were greatly proficient 
in agriculture and rearing of cattle, and several industries based on 
gold, iron and precious stones. No wonder that foreigners! had 
constant communication with this land in the interior. 


In the following pages we have presented all the salient geogra- 
phical features of the Konga Nàdu, leading up by stages to indicate 
the various ways of the delineation of the land by the ancient Kongar, 
and finally ending up with a general idea about all thg divisions of it 
that are let known to us from original sources. This survey in the 
first part would make everyone well acquainted with the ancient 
geography of Konga Nadu. A map showing the Highways, trade 
routes and passes, by which contact with the outer world was main- 
tained, has been provided for facilitating understanding of these. 
For those who are keen to know in more detail the ancient divisions 
and places of this vast land, full informations are given in the second 
part, where ample references are provided, identifications of places 
made and suggested, and their location on the modern maps shown. 
For those interested in toponymical study, a chapter has been added 
in the first part, showing the ways of study and some results obtained. 


Original sources for this work have been discussed in the second 
chapter showing the handicaps facing us. As such there can be no 
doubt there is scope for improvement which will become possible 
only when the full texts of all the inscriptions of Konga Nadu are 
available and when further discoveries are made. 


My sincere thanks are due to Messrs Pulavar S. Raju, m.A., and 
R. Pungunran, m.A., who very kindly arranged for the publication 
of this work, by Kalaimagaļ Kalvi Nilayam, Erode, and to Miss 
M. Muthiah, Headmistress of the institution, who readily consented 
for this. 

My wife Smt. S. Lakshmi, helped me in drawing the maps, 
correcting the proofs, and preparing the index. The manager of 
Prabha Printing House, deserves my thanks for the neat execution of 
the publication. 


5/617, Trichy Road, K. S. Vaidyanathan 
Coimbatore-45. 
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1 Masterpiecs of Roman portraiture are found in intaglios of beautiful agua marine 
beryls 
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2 Ancient Geography of Kongu 


large country of Chola Nadu was made up of several Nādus, of 
which Pukār Nādu was one and Koli Nādu was another. Both 
of these divisions were centered round two of the early capital 
cities of the Chola Nadu, i.e., Pukār alas Kāvirippūmpattinam 
in the coast in the eastern frontier, and Koli or Uraiyūr in the 
western interior near Tiruchirappalli. The fact that Ori's 
country is called Kollikkūrram in Padirrupattu and the same is 
generally known as the Kollimalai Nadu, taken along with the 
fact of the existence of several Nadus on the hill region, fourteen 
in number as mentioned in the Kongumandala Sadagam and 
two of which are also noticed in inscriptions, besides the 
Kurumporai Nadu noted in some Sangam verses on Ori, show 
most convincingly that Kūrram was a territorial division demarca- 
ting a very large area, corresponding to the implications of the 
Vala Nadus noted in epigraphs, containing within them several 
subdivisions called Nadus. We see thus from very early times the 
lamilians made a sharp distinction between Kūrram and Nadu 
and that these viable units of divisions Wādu and Kurram were 
not synonymous as asserted by some new writers.! Kurram was 
bigger than a subdivision of a kingdom called Nadu. One ought 
to be vary of the general application of the term JVadu. The whole 
of the Tamil Land made up of several dominions was simply 
called Tamil Nadu. Each dominion which was but a part of 
Tamil Nadu was called a Nadu, viz. Chola Nadu, Chera Nadu, 
Pandiya Nadu, Konga Nadu, Adiyaman Nadu, Mala Nadu, 
Malayaman Nadu, Puli Nadu etc. These were large areas. 
Just like Kollikkürram meant the region of the Kolli or Kolli- 
malai Nadu having several Nadus like Kurumporai Nadu, 
Valuppūr Nadu, Kurka Nadu, etc, so also were the regions of 
Ollaiyūr-Kūrram called Ollaiyar Nadu having smaller sub- 
divisions, Milalaikkurram also called Milalai Nadu having 
divisions like Milalai Nadu, Pambaru Nadu, Irumba Nadu etc, 


lhelarge countries (Nadus) of the Chola, Chera, Pāndiya 

and others were subdivided into Valanadus or Kürrams, and 
these in turn were made up of divisions called Nadus. Thus 
there is nothing improper in finding Chola Nadu, Pandiya Nadu 
Y. Subbarayalu : Political Geography of the Chēļa Country. 


p. jd His views on Mala Nadu are inaccurate and his criticisms 
(p. 80) of my paper on Mala Nadu are baseless. 
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or Konga Nädu having several Kürrams or Vaļanādus or Nādus 
as their subdivisions, There can be no mistake and Kürrams as 
we have shown above contained several Nädus, just as in the 
dominions of the Pändiya or the Chola, there were subdivisions 
which were also termed Nadus. Thus Kürram was not the 
synonym of the subdivision Nadu, an administrative parcel of 
the kingdom or the country. The view that Kurram is a later 
day nomenclature is belied by the epigraphical and literary 
references, While Kollikkürram is noted in Sangam works, 
Muttūrrukkūrram and Avarrukkúrram are mentioned in the 
Pulankurichi inscription of the early period. This epigraph is 
again interesting in mentioning the countries of the Pandiya 
Nadu and Konga Nadu, besides the subdivisions of Nagavalur 
Nadu and Vennadu, thus furnishing the earliest epigraphical 
references to the terms and name forms, There is no reference to 
any territorial division of Kottam in this early inscription from: 
Pulankurichi as R. Nagasamy wrongly imagines.! Inscriptions 
make mention of five Kūrrams of Ko Nadu, the kingdom 
of the Irüngovels, which country as seen from epigraphical 
references was made up of four parts called according to the 
directions in which these were. They are named Vada Ko Nadu, 
Ten Ko Nadu, Kil Ko Nadu and Mi Ko Nadu. In fact 
lithic records prove clearly that the Chola Nadu was made up of 
several Kürrams. They were later named Valanadus as noted in 
epigraphs. It requires very deep study to demarcate all these and 
place their correct equations. 

Just like the Chola Nadu, Kana Nadu, Ko Nadu, Pāndiya 
Nādu etc., Konga Nādu had several subdivisions called Nadus.? 
By Tamil Sangam references it is abundantly clear that while 
the kingdoms were styled * Nannadu" and * Mänilam "there 
were subdivisions of these called simply Nādus with their 
principal cities like Pukar or Kavirippumpattinam, Kohn or 
Uraiyür, Ambar, Ārkādu, Por, Vallam etc. There were lords of 
the divisions of which these were capitals, and they were dubbed 
* Kilans?. This term in these references should not be taken to 


1, World Tamil Conference, Madurai. Hindu 5-1-1981. 

2. See my “Ancient Geographical Divisions of Tamil Nadu °? 
p. 232 f of the Handbook of the Third World Tamil Conference, 
Madras, 1968. 
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mean they were lords only of these cities, but they must be 
properly regarded as the lords of the divisions of which they 
were the centres, 


Nādu was the main division or a viable territorial unit and 
some of these were grouped together under a larger division 
significantly called Valanadu, and were made for administrative 
purposes. As shown above these were sometimes called Kurrams. 
The use of the term Mandalam to represent the dominion or the 
country, which was made up of several Valanadus or Kurrams, 
is found in the tenth century. Aottam was the name given to a 
large area in which there were several Nadus and this term 
is found used in Tondai Nadu, 


Nadu-vagat-seyvor, Nädu-kuru-seyda Adhikarigal, were officers 
in charge of the groupings of the villages of all sorts into one 
division called Nadu, for administrative efficiency and collection 
of taxes and State dues. JVadu Kankani-nayagams were the 
Superintendents of the administration of tbe Nadus. Mandala 
Mudaligal was the Chief Officer responsible for the proper 
administration of the Mandalams. Ulagalavitta Tiruvadigal was. 


the Chief Survey Officer. 


The Nadus were made up of hamlets, villages, cities, towns 
etc., that came under.any class or type called Brahmadeyas, 
Dēvadānas, Vellanvagai Ur, Ur, Pallichchandas, Kanimurruttu, 
Vettiperu, Nagara, Pattinam, Pakkam etc. These were subject to 
the respective jurisdictions of the administrative assemblies 
(Vattar) called by the territorial names of the Nadus! in which 
they were.? Nadu was the Divisional Assembly. 


l. The views that the Nadus ‘ evolved out of the groupings of 
agricultural settlements, preceded any organised political set up’, and 
that * any powerful person able to command these groupings of 
agricultural settlements could become the ruling lord of the land" 
(Y. Subbarayalu Lo., ci. p. 96), are misconceptions lacking authority. 
‘The Nadus or Nattar being the prime landholders and landlords so to 
say” became supreme over the people of thé region, is a biased view 
originating from the modern theory of landlordism as the bane of 
political development and independence or autonomy. 


2. Ep. Ind. Vol. XXII. p. 230f and 243f. K. V. Subrahmanya 
Aiyer. | 
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That much valuable information relating to the ancient 
geography of long settled lands lies hidden in the literature of a 
language and regarding the extent and divisions of the region 
where it prevailed cannot be gainsaid. The inscriptions of the 
localities within it shed more light on the problems of demarca- 
ting and distinguishing the various divisions and subdivisions of 
the country, We shall attempt with the help of all the available 
references in traditional accounts, literature, inscriptions and the 
history of the ancient times, to make out the ancient geographi- 
cal divisions of the Tamil Land, their subdivisions, extent 
and location in the modern maps. Here we take up the ancient 
geography of the country called Kongu, Kongu Nādu or Konga 
Nadu or Konga Mandalam, 


SOURCES FOR KONGU GEOGRAPHY 


Primarily the existence of this country, its name and people 
and the physical features of the regions comprising it, are 
revealed to us by the poets who sang the songs that are included 
in the anthologies of the Tamil Sangam. The veracity of their 
statements is beyond question. What they have revealed is 
amply confirmed by the notices of Ptolemy, when he described 
the location of Beryl mines and the seat of the royal residence of 
a branch of the Chéras inside the interior land. Though the 
Tamil Sangam works give a rough idea about this country, yet 
some more welcome light on this land is had from the Dēvāram 
hymns of the great trio of the Saiva Nayanars. The sojourn of 
these into this country is very well described by the Chola Prime 
Minister and great poet Šēkkilār in his work Periyapuranam on 
the lives of the Sixty Three Nāyanārs. Much valuable information 
is given by him while describing the several tours of pilgrimage 
and the nature of the country is beautifully recounted, 


Next to these we have to place the graphic descriptions and 
pointed references to Kongu and its kings and places in 1t, found 
in the copper plate charters of the early Pandiyas and the Cholas 
of the Vijayalaya line, while describing the military campaigns 
into this land and the conguests effected by them. From the 
time of the conquest and annexation of the Koñgu country by 
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Āditya I we get a much more clear picture of the land and its 
divisions and places. 


The next material is available in the numerous references 
in epigraphs of this country, and a systematic and careful 
analysis of the datas and sifting of them, provides a larger 
picture of the land, its limits and divisions, Though the 
records of the eariy age are few and consequently provide us 
with only some details, the stone epigraphs and copper plates of 
ages later to Āditya I and Parantaka I, extending up to the 
times of Vijayanagara and Mysore dynasties, furnish a wealth 
of data that requires a detailed and minute study in order to get 
an accurate idea of the ancient geography of Kongu. Here we 
have to remain satisfied with the small number of the texts of 
the records published so far and have recourse only to the short 
notes given while reviewing the large number of epigraphs given 
in the Annual Reports on Epigraphy ot the Archaeological 
Survey of India. It only we have the texts of all the inscriptions 
of this country, we will be finally getting a complete picture of 
the land, its people, and its history. Alas this is not to be had 
for many years to come. 


Barring this handicap, we can obtain a really very good 
idea of the ancient geography of Kongu, its main divisions and 
the places which were inside these, as well as the large extent 
and limits of the country, from the available epigraphical data. 
Further, we have to supplement this with the information found 
in Kongudesa Rajakkal, Solanpürva-pattayam, Irupattunālu- 
nattu-pattayam, and the Kongumandala Sadagam, after subject- 
ing the same to scrutiny and careful analysis, eschewing the 
flaws resulting from bad texts. Some of these really provide 
useful assistance in the study of the epigraphical data. There are 
some notices available in Mckenzie manuscripts and the 
traditional miscellany of local importance regarding the 
boundaries of places and divisions in which they were, These 
have also to be considered wherever they are worthwhile.! 
Sometimes they provide new information, 


1. While the above noted works maintain that Kongumandalam 
was made up of 24 nàdus, there exists a Pattayam purporting to be a 


Kongu, an Independent Country 7 


Ihe determination of the number of divisions into which 
Kongu was divided, their extent studied after the correct 
location of the several places noticed as being inside them, in 
the modern maps of the country, is an onerous task, and here 
the old Taluk maps and District Gazetteers are of immense use. 
Besides we have the notices of the antiquities of places and parts 
by Sewell, the descriptions of the places, where coin hoards had 
been discovered, by Walhouse and others, notices of the mega- 
lithic and other monuments by experts in various journals, and 
these are of value and assistance in the location of places and 
determination of the Highways and Byways of the land, by 
which international contacts had been maintained and wealth of 
trade was had by the use of these trade routes. Very useful are 
the mention of several Highways (Peruvali) in inscriptions and 
the notices of mercantile cities and outposts and centres of 
internal trade, in many an epigraph, which on careful study and 
identification on the modern map, disclose an interesting system 
of communications inside the land and maintenance of contacts 
with the outer world by the main routes linked up with passes. 


Thus the reconstruction of the ancient geography of the 
land of Kongu, placed as it was in the midst of many kingdoms, 
is possible after a patient and laborious study ot all the 
references available and properly sifting the same and getting a 
clear perspective of the facts revealed. 


KONGU, AN INDEPENDENT COUNTRY. 


That Kongu was a distinct and separate geographical entity 
is plain from numerous references to it in the early Tamil 
Sangam works, from the traditional and literary accounts of the 
early Ganga kings, as well as from many inscriptions of early 
times. It was interposed between the Western Ghats and the 
hilly south of the Mysore country, and was made up of the 
modern districts of Coimbatore, Periyar, and Salem (excluding 


BODIES IE ee A aes AN ER TUN MEI A AS A 
composition of a certain Rāmabhadran addressed to a Mandalika 
Gandar, which gives the names of nearly 42 nádus, and there is 
evidence in this to show itis not complete, Reference to this will be 
made when we discuss about the general divisions of Kongu. 
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the Attúr taluk), the Karür and Kulittalai taluks of the 
Tiruchirappalli district, and the Paļani taluk of the Madurai 
district. This area, as will be seen from a map of South India, 
was bordered by natural frontiers on all sides except in parts of 
the south-east, where the country opened for the flow of the 
chief river Kāvēri to enter into the Chola country, in the 
direction of the Uraiyur Kurram. It was thus a complete block, 
an elevated plateau amidst natural frontiers “sheltered by a 
series of mountain ranges of considerable height such as the 
Palani hills, the Kollimalai ranges, part of the Sherveroys, the 
Anamalais, and the Nilagiris, and was watered by the Kaveri 
and its numerous tributaries.? Thus this land was full of 
agricultural produce, wealth, sheep and cattle, and abounded in 
milk, honey, exhilarating drinks, flowers and pollen and this 
predominent feature made the Tamilians give the name Kongu 
to the land, for the term Kongu signified honey, flower dust, 
pollen.! The people of this land called Kongar were described as 
* A-kelu Kongar? * Kongar A-parandanna’ * Narari Naravin Kongar’ 
* Kattippulukkir Kongar °. The Kongu country was one of the five 
great parts of the Tamil Land.?- 


Owing to the central situation of Kongu, placed in the 
middle of all routes connecting with outer kingdoms and world 
outlets, and being the land of gold, iron, precious stones and 
cattle wealth, besides rich agriculture, it was deemed a golden 
country, which when the local rulers were weak, became the 
bone of contention between the kings of all the surrounding 
countries, the Gangas of the north, the Cholas of the east, the 
Pandiyas of the south and the Cheras of the west. 


MAJOR PARTS OF KONGU 


The delineation of the exact limits of the various parts of 
this ancient land of Kongu is beset with some uncertainty. 





l. “Ella valamum porundi-chchurabiyodu varchagam öngi valarvad 
anro Kongumaņdalamē”. 
* Makkalin sörvagarri-kküdum palav-unavūttum velalarkudi $irandu 
mādum perugi valarvad anrö Kongumandalame’ (Kongumandala Sadagam). 
2. *Tamil mandalam aindum tāviya jūānam umilvadu pola ulagam 
tirivar ! 
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While Kongu as an independent country finds mention from very 
early times, the earliest epigraphical reference is had in the 
Pulankurichi inscription of Šēndan Kūrran. It is clear from 
certain references that Kongu was distinguished into two main 
parts according as they lay east or west of the main great river 
Kāvēri, that flowed right through this country before emerging 
into the adjacent Chola Nadu, The part of Kongu which lay 
east of Kaveri was called Mala Kongu, while that part of Kongu 
which lay west of this river was named Kuda Kongu or 
Mi Kongu. Inscriptional statements make this very clear. Thus, 
while the Velvikudi plates of A.D. 770 state 
Puviriyum-polircholai-kKaviriyai-kkadanditt= 
alagamainda värsilaiyin Mala Kongam-adippaduttum! 

(the king crossed the river Kāvēri with its groves of trees and 
tanks of budding flowers and subjugated Mala Kongam with the 
help of his beautiful long bow), the Srivaramangalam plates 
dated fourteen years later relate that after the Adigaman was put 
to rout and his allies, the Pallava and the Kerala who proceeded 
in support of him against the Pandiya, each from his direction, 
from the east and west, were in turn crushed in their quarters, 
the victorious Pandiya captured the king of Kuda Kongu and put 
him in fetters and imprisoned him in a jail at Nedumadakkudal 
i.e., Madurai: | 

Pallavanum Keralanum āngavarkkuppāngāgi 
Vino op tote Heid. ie ito etc. 

velpadaiyodu mērchenrang 

iruvaraiyum-irupālum-idareydap-padai viduttuk- 

Kuda Kongatt=adal mannanaik- 

kolkalirrodun kondu pondu 

kodiy-ani mani nedu madak-Kudal-madilagattu vaittum.? 
These statements of undoubted veracity forcibly bring into 
picture the demarcation of the two kingdoms, which were parts 
of the ancient Kongu viz., Mala Kongam and Kuda hongu. 
Therefore it is certain that in the early days Kongu was made up 
of these two parts only. 


|. Ep. Ind. Vol. XVII. No. 16. p. 301. LI. 79-80. 

9, Ind. Ant. Vol. XXII. Pp. 57 ff. 

3. Tiruppukkoliyür or Avanāši is placed in Kuda Kongu. In Mi 
Kongu was Kafüchivayp = Perür. KudakakKongar is noted in Silappa- 
digaram. 30: 159. | 
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It is significant to note that, while in the north of Mala 
Kongu was the dominion of Adigaman centered round Tagadur 
i.e., Dharmapuri in Dharmapuri district, in the region north of 
Kuda Kongu was the Ganga Nadu whose capital was Talaikkadu 
or Talavanapura i.e., Talakad on the bank of the Kāvēri in 
Mysore. The region in. the south of Mala Kongu and the 
adjoining area south of the Kaveri, south of Karūr and Kulittalai 
taluks which was included in Kongu, was the dominion of Ko 
Nadu, the domain of the Irungo-Vels who had for their capital 
Kodumbalur. As is clearly vouchsafed by references in the 
Sangam poems, the country round Paļani, which lay in the 
south of the Kuda Kongu country, was the chiefdom of NeduVel 
Avi. This was called Avi Nadu or Vaiyavur Nadu, and inscrip- 
tional references make out that it was specifically named Anda 
Nadu, the region of the Andar. It is worthwhile to remember 
that the Andar and the Kongar were tribes, different from each 
other, as is let known in Tamil Sangam works. 


lhat the aforesaid conception of the ancient Kongu as 
made up of two parts was the prevailing idea even in the 
beginning of the tenth century is prominently revealed to us by 
the description of the campaigns of the Pandiya Parantaka 
Viranarayana Sadaiyan, in the Dalavaypuram plates of 
ADO 


Sennilandai seru venrum kondar púm polil Kunraiyum 

Kuda Kongilum Pokkaraniyum Tenmayalum seru 
venkaiyum 

Parāntakan Silaichchedirnda mayamamikuttavar 

vastu vahanankaikkondum . . . Vilina nagar kondum 

Kongininru Tenuralavum Viratunganaikkusai kondum etc. 


The limits of the ancient Kongu country were the western 
ghats in the west, the Kollimalais and the Karaipottanaru in the 
east, while in the north it was bounded by the hills that 
separated it from Ganga Nadu in the western half, and by the 
hills and the Toppur river in the eastern half, which demarcated 
the boundary of the Tagadur country of the Adigaman, The 
south was bounded in the region of the Kulittalai taluk, by the 
Ko Nadu of the Irungovels, and in the corresponding western 
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noted above, appears to have been given up, and these regions 
were clubbed together and called by the single name of Vada 
Kongu 1.e,, North Kongu, in mediaeval times. 


THE EXTENT OF SOUTH KONGU 


The existence of South Kongu, implied by the numerous 
notices of North Kongu, and by the mention of it in a few places 
as detailed already, is undoubted and that it lay south of the 
North Kongu is prima facie clear, A clear delineation of the 
areas covered by the South Kongu and its limits has to be 
definitely ascertained from the evidences available. 


The north of the Pollachi taluk consists of an undulating 
plain facing the Palghat gap in the western ghats, while the 
southern portion is covered by the great Anaimalai hills and 
their dense forests, The valley of the Sülakkallu river and the 
valley of the Aliyar with its tributaries, the Uppar and the Palar 
flowing from the Anamalais, together formed in ancient days a 
rich agricultural tract, with vast groves of trees and variegated 
produce signified by the term Poll Vaychchi, which term 
became the name of the central place of the region and now 
corrupted to Pollachi, the headquarters of the taluk of that 
name in the Coimbatore district. It lay adjacent to the Chera 
country of Malai Nadu, with which it had constant communi- 
cation by way of the passes, with roads bringing in a roariug 
trade, It is highly significant of the agricultural prosperity of the 
area and the wealthy trade with the west, that the ancient 
Tamils described it as the residence of wealth or ‘Sri’ or “Tiru’, 
and so the god of the temple at Polilvaychchi i.e., Pollachi was 
called *Tiruttangisvarar', 

To 1ts east was the undulating plains of the Udumalaippettai 
taluk lying north of the Palar and west of the Amaravati flowing 
from the slopes of the Anaimalai ranges. Tēnār and Pāmbār 
unite together to flow as the Amaravati river. Karaivali Nadu is 
the valley of this Amaravati in its beginning region, in the 
eastern part of the Udumalaippēttai taluk, It linked up with 
the Vaikavur Nadu or Anda Nadu of the Palani area, and was 
bounded in the south by the Varahagiri or Palani hills. The 
lofty Anaimalai hills are connected with the Palani hills from 
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whose slopes the Shanmugha Nadi flows northwards to join the 
Amarāvati in the north of Alangiyam and Kongūr of the 
Pongalūrkā Nādu of Vada Kongu. 


All these regions together formed as it were a block of 
country roughly more than one thousand five hundred square 
miles, separate from the region of Kongu i.e., Vada Kongu, which 
began from the limits of the Vāyaraikkā Nādu which included 
the region of Pattanam near Kinattukkadavu, Kalandai, 
Kuyilai etc, and adjoined the Pongalurka Nadu which comprised 
the valleys of the Varattuppallam, Upparodai and Chinnar in 
the north of the modern Udumalaippēttai taluk. The southern 
part of the Pongalūrkā Nadu of Vada Kongu included a small 
part of the Dharapurm taluk, and this portion was termed Ten 
Pongalürka Nadu, a part of Vada Kongu. This region and 
Vaikāvūr Nadu or Anda Nadu were demarcated by the boundary 
represented by the big road running from Melakkarai in the west 
to Kongappatti in the east, passing through Kiranür and Peralur, 
which were border villages. 


Vaikavür Nadu which lay south of Ten Pongalurka Nadu 
was in the South of. Vada Kongu i.e., in South Kongu, adjoin- 
ing the southernmost part of Vada Kongu and the Karaivah 
Nadu of the region of the Amaravati in the west. Anda Nadu 
of which Vaikavür Nadu was the major part is essentially the 
valley of the Shanmugha Nadi flowing from the Palani hills 
northwards to unite with the Amaravati. lts eastern part 


included the beginning regions of the Nanganji river. 


That this physically separate and distinguishable part of the 
country which abutted the Anamalais and the Palanı hills in the 
south and faced the Palghat gap in the west, was essentially the 
region of the chieftains Avi and Kumanan is well known to 
students of Tamil Sangam works. It is this region that the early 
Chēra kings conquered first and wherein they established their 
rule by the installation of a branch of their family in order to 
rule and keep guard (Umbarkkattu tan kon niri). This area is 
significantly named after the valorous Chera as Vira Kerala 
Vala Nadu. The Cheras have left their marks indelibly in the 
eastern part of this slice of country, south of Vada Kongu. The 
Palani temple contains on its door jambs the early Vatteluttu 
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inscriptions of the Chēra kings Kodai Ravi and Ravi Kodai. 
We have also the places Ravimangalam, Kodaimangalam, 
Kēttayam etc., in the Anda Nadu region of the Palani taluk. 
Komaralingam in Karaivali Nadu was known in early days as 
Tiruvalandurai and then as Keralakesari Nallur as noted in a 
record of Konerinmaikondan. Aivarmalai with caves and early 
Jain inscriptions is 1n the immediate neighbourhood of Kolumam 
and Komaralingam and is the ancient Ayiraimalai with which 
the early Chera kings of the Sangam period were greatly associ- 
ated and the worship of the god on its peak was a sacrosanct - 
act of the imperial members,’ 


Thus there is clear evidence to show that from early times 
the Cheras had been ruling this area, with a branch of their 
house permanently placed. In early days it was only a part of 
the Chēra country, and not a division of Kongu. 


Vaikavur Nadu or Anda Nadu was the chiefdom of Vel 
Avi and he is never known as a ruler of Kongu or even a part 
of it. He had matrimonial alliance with the Chēras. Kumanan, 
the chieftain of the region of Udumalaippettai and Kolumam, 
was a ruler of the forest kingdom and not any part of Kongu. 
Perunchitranar, the Tamil Sangam bard who sang of Kumanan, 
never indicated that he was a Kongu chieftain, 


We are thus obliged to demarcate this area of the rule of 
the early Chēras, as a slice of country that remained in inde- 
pendent existence from Kongu, situated as it was to its south, 
and contiguous to the regions which are all placed in North 
Kongu by the epigraphical statements, and which in early days 
was called Kuda Kongu. It is here that certain specific state- 
ments in inscriptions deserve to be remembered. The record of 
Tribhuvanavira at Pāriyūr in Gobichettipalayam taluk gives a 
list of 20 divisions placed in Vada Kongu. The same list is 
almost repeated in a record at Mudakkur in the Karur taluk. 
Besides all the divisions north of the Noyyal in the Coimbatore 
district, it included all the divisions south of it and Kaveri, such 
as Vayaraikka Nadu, Pongalūrkā Nādu, Narayanūr Nādu, 
Talaya Nādu, Venkāla Nadu etc. From the location of the 
places inside them in the map, it is evident that all the places 


| Padirruppattu, 21, 30, 70, 79 €: 88; Silappadigāram : 28. 145-6. 
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All the references to Vada Kongu, which included within 
it what was in carlier times the regions of Mi Kongu (Kuda 
Kongu) and Mala Kongu, are seen to belong to mediaeval 
times. The references to Ten Kongu' belong to the time and 
reign of Tribhuvanachakravarti Konerinmaikondan i.e., Vira 
Chola of the Konattar line, and this denotes the period when 
this classification was adopted. The veteran epigraphist K. V. 
Subrahmanya Aiyer has shown that the establishment of the 
Konattar kings as rulers of the Kongu was made by the Cholas 
in the tenth century A.D. As seen above, while the references 
to Vada Kongu are datable to the beginning of the twelfth century 
and the references to South Kongu belong also to the twelfth 
century, it is reasonable to conclude that the new delineation of 
the Kongu country as North Kongu and South Kongu, may have 
been made sometime earlier. It deserves to notice that Anda 
Nadu of which Vaikāvūr Nadu was a part continued to be 
treated as part of Pandi Nadu in the time of Rajaraja I (accn. 985 
A.D.) calling that country as Rajaraja Pandi Nadu. We may 
thus declare that the inclusion of this Anda Nadu in Kongu 
came only after this. And as South Kongu is mentioned only 
in epigraphs of the Konattar kings, and some of whom called 
themselves as rulers of the two Kongus together, it may be said 
that this division of Kongu as Vada Kongu and Ten Kongu 
came to existence approximately in the commencement of the 
rule of the Konattar dynasty in the second half of the tenth 
century. "The event must have taken place after the signal con- 
guest of the Vaūchi Vels or Cheras, who as we have shown 
above, ruled the separate and distinct country extending from 
Umbarkādu to Vaikāvūr Nadu. This terrain which lay south of 
the country that was till then well known as Kongu, and conti- 
guous to it in the south, was thus fittingly described as Ten 
Kongu, when it came to be included in Kongu. The large area 
over which Kēnāttārs came to rule first was this South Kongu, 
which region was till then under the Cheras. The delineation 
of the entire country of Kongu, in which this south Kongu part 
was included, was hence forward described as being bounded by 
Talamalai in the north and by Vaikavur in the south. 

| 562/93 (238/V) 15th yr. T. Kon; 8/94 (276/V) Jat. Kula$: 
*Püdalamadandai' 2 + 1st ; 135/15 T. Kon: 15th yr. 
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belonged to the twelfth century just prior to the time of the 
great Kamban. The fourth stanza is very late coming as it 
does from the author of tlie Kongumandala Sadagam, a work 
of hundred verses composed on Kongu and its celebrated 
persons, by a certain Karmegha Kaviñar alias Jinēndra, the 
son of a Jaina Brahmin Padmanabhayya, who hailed from 
Vijayamangalam near Perundurai in the Erode taluk of the 
Periyar district. His date, as could be determined by the 
internal evidences found in the work, is clearly later than 


A.D. 1700.! 


It should be noted that these stanzas do not take us far. 
The boundaries given are only for that part of Kongu which 
included the divisions lying west of the Kaveri river and the 
southern Kongu. This is more or less the Kudapulam of Kongu 
noted by Sekkilar, the author of the Periyapuranam, together 
with Ten Kongu. The portion of Kongu lying east of the 
Kaveri, in the Salem district, has been omitted. Talamalai and 
Perumpālai* in the north correspond to Talamalai hills in the 
west of the Gobichettipalayam taluk and Palamalai hills in the 
Dharmapuri taluk, situated immediately north of the Kaveri, near 
Kaveripuram in the Bhavani taluk of the Periyar district. These 
two are thus the north western and north eastern extremes of this 
part of Kongu situated in the west of the Kaveri. The mountain 
called Vellipporuppu kunru in the west represents the range of 
the western ghats lying to the west of the Coimbatore district, 
having the Velliyangiri hills as one of the prominent peaks 
of this range. The Vaiyaru or the Vaikavur in the south is 
represented by the Palani hills and Palani. The ranges in the 
south are called Panrimalai in Tamil or Varahagiri in Sanskrit, 
The river Kaveri was the limit in the east as far as the 
place Kalittandalai or Kulittandalai, which is Kulittalai, the 
headquarters of the taluk of that name in the Tiruchrappalli 
district. 


In Ramabhadran's Pattayam the boundaries of Kongu 
mandalam are given as Kottaikkarai in east, Panrimalai in the 

l. Dalavay Rāmappier of A.D. 1672 and Padikkasu Tambiran of 
A.D. 1699 are referred to in this work. 


2. This Perumpālai ought not to be confused with a village of 
that name in the Dharmapuri district. 
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Keddamalai and the Kollimalais, formed the continuous 
mountain boundary to the eastern part of Kongu, which lay 
south of the Toppur river, and east of Kāvēri. 


To complete the boundaries of Kongumandalam, we must 
refer to what is called Karaipottanaru “the river that marked 
the boundary'. This is said to be the traditional boundary of the 
three kingdoms, the Chera, the Chola, and the Pandiya. The 
Karaipottanaru, whose name 1s now corrupted to Karuvattaru, 
rises in the western slopes of the Kollimalai in the Namakkal 
taluk of the Salem district, and flowing past Sendamangalam 
which lies on its right bank, runs south becoming broad near 
Valayappatti and is dammed by an anicut, and then after a 
southerly course of nearly twenty miles through tbe Namakkal 
taluk, enters into the Musiri taluk of the Tiruchirappalli district, 
near Naganallür. It runs further southwards through the Musiri 
taluk and unites with the Kaveri at Siplaputtur, about twelve 
miles west of Musiri.! An embankment carries the boundary 
marked by the river, southwards of Kāvēri, "The embankment 
running southwards from a point exactly opposite the embou- 
chure of the Karaipottanaru' is a large size embankment north 
of Manaväsi in the Karür taluk and about half a mile north of 
the Kattalai railway station, in the Erode Kulittalai section, 
extending from the Kaveri river southwards as a continuation of 
the Karaipottanaru.? This description of the natural river and the 
mud embankment which continued southwards the boundary, 
shows the limits of Kongu country in the early days when 1t was 
under the Chéras, The mud embankment lying south of the 
Kaveri, lying west of Kulittalai, continued to be called 
Kongakkarai. The name Madilkarai on the eastern part, 
preserves the meaning of the boundary in the mud embankment. 
The region in the vicinity of Kuļittalai and Musiri on the two 
banks of the Kāvēri, which was near the boundary of the 
Karaipottanaru noted above is also clearly marked out by 


l. The small tract west of Karaipottanaru situated inside the 
Muéiri taluk in which were Murungai, Pidaramangalam, Kattupputtür, 
Ayirūr, Siplāputtūr, Kadaram, and Unniyür was inside Kongu. 

2. Historical Sketches of Ancient Dekhan by K. V. Subrahmanya 
Aiyer, Vol. I p. 130; Sewell: List of Antiquities Vol. I. pp. 266, 270, 
Vol. II. p. 109. 
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a sacred spot inside the Chola country lying in the region 
immediately south of Kāvēri and in the east of the traditional 
boundary of the Kongu Country. Kulittalai and its vicinity was 
thus on the other side of. the traditional boundary lying east of 
the mud embankment which was the southern continuation of 
the Karaipottanaru. This verily is the import of the phrase 
‘Kulittalaiyalavum Kongu' i.e., Kongu extended as far as 
Kulittalai. | 


The verse furnishing the traditional boundary of the Chola 
country may fitly be considered here. One of them is: 


Kadal kilakkut-terkuk-karai poru Vellaru 

Kuda tisaiyir Kottaikkaraiyam—Vada tisaiyil= 
Enattup-Pennaiy-irupadu nar kadam 
Chonattukkellaiy=enachhol. (Peruntogai ; 2093) 


The Chola country extended upto the sea in the east, upto tbe 
Vellaru in the south, upto the Kēttaikkarai in the west, and upto 
the Pepnai river flowing from Enadu in the north. Since Koli 
or Uraiyur, the carliest Chola capital was in the vicinity of 
liruchirappalli, and as it is prima facie clear that Kottaikkarai 
must have been west of Uraiyūr and Tiruchirappalli and as we 
have already shown how the mud embankment carried south- 
wards of Kāvēri, the boundary river Karaipottanaru, it is plain 
that Kottaikkarai may stand for the other name of Madilkarai 
referred to as the eastern boundary of Kongu in the Kongu- 
mandala Sadagam. That this was the case is also indicated by 
the variant "Kottaikkaraiyalavum Kongu' found for ‘Kulitta- 
laiyalavum Kongu' in the literary manuscript called ‘Solanpurva 
Pattayam'. Thus this Kottaikkarai or Madilkarai is found just 
in the immediate east of the mud embankment noted above, and 
near its junction with the Kāvēri. 


Kulıttalai is about twelve miles east of Madilkarai, the 
mud embankment at Tirukkampuliyür. It deserves to be noted 
that "Kulittalaiyalavum Kongu' is not so exact a description of 
the limit of Kongu in the direction east of Kongu, as "Madil- 
karaiyalavum Kongu'. The region east of the Madilkarai upto 
Kulittalai was made up of the extents of Mikottu Nadu or Kottu 
Nadu and the adjoining areas, which are now represented by 
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the large slice of landscape lying west of the road from 
Manapparai to Kuļittalai. This is approximately an area of 
three hundred sguare miles. There is no indication anywhere 
that the divisions of Kottu Nadu and its neighbourhood formed 
part of Kongu. On the other hand they are known to be parts 
of the southern half of Mala Nadu, and westernmost part of 
Cholamandalam, situated in the immediate west of Süralür 
kurram and Uraiyur Kūrram. We may therefore deem the 
description of 'Kulittalaiyalavum Kongu' as only a general and 
approximate appraisal of the extent of Kongu in this direction, 
and consider "Madirkaraiyalavum Kongu as more exact and 
in consonance with the existence of the madil or mud 
embankment carrying southwards the boundary marked by the 
Karaipottanaru. 


While this was the state in early days, inscriptional 
indications show that the above noted divisions in the region of 
Kulittalai and southwards were part of Thattaiya Nadu which 
was an early division of Kongu. The inclusion of this area of 
Kulittalai taluk east of the Madilkarai was thus an event of 
mediaeval period, most probably when the realignment of Kongu 
into two parts North Kongu and South Kongu was eflected. 
It is to a period subsequent to this that we have to ascribe 
the verses which define the limit as "Kulittalaiyalavum Kongu”, 
significant of the extension of Kongu eastwards of the embank- 
ment upto Kulittalai, 


The natural boundary of Kongu and Ko Nadu countries in 
this part of the Thattaiya Nadu, including the southern parts of 
the Kulittalai taluk, 1s the Ariyāvūr river. South of this river 
lay the places of the northern part of Ko Nadu, in the region of 
Manapparai and Viralimalai. In the south west of the 
Kulittalai taluk, there is a place significant of the limit bearing 
the name Kottaikkarainattam, which is directly in the west of 
the source region of this Ariyavur river. Kodumbalur, the 
capital of Ko Nadu, is on the bank of the Koraiyar in the 
Pudukottai taluk and is south east of Manapparai and south 
west of Viralimalai. 


We may now refer to the countries that surrounded the 
Kongumandalam in the north. Ganga Nadu or Gangamandalam 
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was in the north of Kongu ; that part of it which was north of 
Kuda Kongu was called Gangaikondasola Valanadu in Mudi- 
kondasola-mandalam, while that part of the Ganga country 
which was north of the Toppúr river in the north of North 
Kongu region of the Salem district, was called Nigarilisola- 
mandalam, and this included the eastern part of Ganga Nadu, 
the Adigaman's country of Tagadur Nadu and the Puramalai 
Nadu which was adjacent to it in the east. 


THE HILL SYSTEMS OF KONGU 


Kongu country was surrounded by hill ranges on almost all 
sides, excepting the passage in the south eastern side by which 
the Kāvēri rushed to flow from this country into the adjacent 
land of the Cholas. 


To begin with the south, the Panrimalai or Varahagiri 
ranges lay south of Anda Nadu and from its slopes the 
Shanmugha Nadi flows. This range ended westwards in the 
Kodai hills and further west lay the Anamalais, The Anamalai 
hill range with Anaimalai mountain the highest in South India 
having its summit 8850 feet above sea level, and providing an 
extremely noble and picturesque view of the Umbarkādu and 
Polilvaychchi areas from its top, is the source region of many 
rivers, The Kudirai Ar flowing west of Aivarmalai or Ayirai, 
the Pambar and the Tenar which flow to join the Amaravati, 
have tbeir source regions in the eastern half of this range. Still 
further west the tributaries of the Palar, flow from the Pitcha- 
malai (6904) and Kokkanamalai (7275) peaks of this range and 
run besides Tirumúrtimalai, after which the Pälär turns 
westwards, The peaks called Thanakkamalai (8275), Akkamalai 
(8183) and Thangachchimalai (8275) are high peaks of 
the Anamalais, to the west of which are the lower cliffs 
Thalanarmalai, Palkund, Mavalkund, Perungundamalai and 
Vengolimalai, in which region are the Periyar and the Sinnar 
that flow into the adjacent Kerala, The Uppar and the Āliyār 
rise on the northern sides of these hills. | 


The west of Kongu was bounded by a large part of the 


western ghats, commencing from the lofty peaks of the 
Anamalais and extending northwards of the Palghat gap, which 
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1s a fall to a height of thousand feet above sea level and is about 
twenty-five miles wide and through which Koñgu and Kerala 
were linked, In the range to the north of this gap lie the 
Ayyasami peak and the Dharmalingamalai through which the 
ancient Highway called Rajakesari Peruvali was located. There- 
abouts are the Karimalai north of which is the Velliyangiri hills, 
the highest peaks of this part. North of this is the Perumalmudi 
to whose east is Marudamalai with a temple of Muruga on it. 
Above these is the Kadalrushi, and the Kuridi hills are east of 
this. Anukkumaramalai is near Periya Tadagam. From the 
southern slopes of the Kuridi hills and Marudamalai flow 
Attukkalpallam, a tributary to the Noyyal, flowing past 
londamuttur. From other slopes of these hills run the affluents 
which together form the Sanganūrpalļam which flowing past 
Chinna Tadagam, Nañjundapuram, and running in a south 
easterly direction besides Kavundanpalayam and Sanganür, 
mixes with the Noyyal south of Kallimadai and Singanallur. 


Further north the western ghats is occupied by the Nilagiri 
hills the junction of the two main ranges of South India and 
regarded as a distinct block of hills with a rich and romantic 
scenery, and from these flow the Bhavāni, the Moyar and their 
affluents. Here ended the western boundary of Kongu. 


The northern boundary of Kongu commences from 
Talamalai hills ending in the Hasanur ghat in which are Banari 
and Dimbam, to whose east is the Kambattarāyan hills (5575), 
and Uragumalai (4877), and north of this is Gutti Alattūr. In 
the east of this is Attimalai (4469) and Bargūr to whose north 
are the Bodamalai (4032) and Mādēsvaranmalai between which 
flows the Palar a tributary to the Kaveri, north of Kaveripuram, 
In the east of this limit of Kongu lies the junction of the Toppur 
river with Kaveri flowing from the regions north of the 
Shervaroy hills. The Shervaroys rise north of Gundur and 
Teppakkadu and this range is divided into two unequal 
portions by the valley of Vaniyar, the river rising near Sengadu 
in the south and flowing parallel to the Mañjavadi pass. 
The eastern division of this is the Talaisolai and Maramangalam 
plateau, The western part of the Shervaroys is divided into 
two parts, the southern and the northern. The northern 


4 


26 Ancient Geography of Kongu 


comprises of the Nāgalūr plateau overlooking the Vēppādi, 
green hills, Shervaroys, Balamadis, Pulivarai etc., while the 
southern part includes the Yercaud and the Sanyāsimalai and 
the plateau having within it Kondayanūr and Sonappadi 
villages. From the Manjavadı pass southwards, in the 
boundary of Kongu are Godamalai, the region of Jallúttu, 
and Keddamalai. South of this lie the Kollimalai hills also 
called Saduragiri, on whose summit is a large area made up of 
several divisions (nadus). Talaghat hills included the Kollimalai 
group and Pachamalais and some other minor hills. The 
Kollimalai is situated half in the Namakkal taluk and half in the 
Rasipuram taluk, Varagakombai, Periyakombai, Vēlakombai, 
Mulaikurichi, Bailpad, and Vettakkaranmalai are on the hills, 
The Pachamalais which formed the western boundary of Mala 
Nadu, ended with the Manmalai which was in the limit of 
Kongu. 


While the above were the hills and hillocks in the frontiers 
of Kongu, we may now notice some of the important hills and 
hillocks that were inside the land of Kongu. In the east of 
Kaveri are, the important peaks of Kanjamalai, Sankari, 
liruchengodu, Namakkal, Kapilamalai and the Morurmalai. 
Tiruchengodu hill also called variously as Nagamalai, Sarpagiri, 
Kalakkiri etc., has the temple of Ardhanārisvara (Siva in 
half man half woman form) and Muruga (Sengottu Velavan) on 
its summit. Sankaridrug is converted into ten fortresses and was 
also known as Kunnatturdurgam. Kanjamalai is south west of 
Salem and from it flows the Tirumanimuttar river, Namakkal, 
which is a significant hill in the south eastern part of the Salem 
district, called also as Araikkal, has the rock cut cave temple 
called Atiyendra Vishnugriha, belonging to Pallava times. 
Kapilamalai is a small hillock in the south western part of the 
Salem district, with a temple. | 


In the part of Kongu to the west of the Kaveri, are many 
hillocks. Palamalai in Bhavani taluk runs parallel to the Kaveri 
and Urachimalai in the vicinity of Bhavani, is an ancient hill 
(Vedagiri) obtaining its Tamil name Urachimalai from the fact 
that Kāvēri runs past rubbing it. Dhavalagiri is close to 
Satyamangalam. Arachalür hill was also called Nāgamalai and 
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has on its top a cave with beds and Brahmi inscriptions. While 
Elumāttūrmalai is north east of Arachalūr hill, Chennimalai is 
west of it. Arasannamalai is north west of Chennimalai and 
Kaditthamalai is near Ūttukkuļi. All these are in a series of hard 
ferruginous rocks which determined the course of the Noyyal to 
flow in their south. Odimalai near Irumbarai, Nāgamalai near 
Elattūr, Kundamalai west of Karamadai, and Togaimalai near 
Karamadai are some of the notable hillocks in the region of 
Vada Parisara Nadu, north of the Noyyal. 


South of the Noyyal is the Sivamalai which is about three 
miles from Kangayam. Tirumankaradu at Pachapalayam east of 
Kāngayam, and Vattamalai at Kadaiyūr in the south of 
Kangayam, determined the course of the flow of the river 
Nellālīkarai, a tributary to Amaravati, flowing west to east. 
The Ūdiyūrmalai also called Konkanagiri and the Nadakani 
hillock regulated the eastwards flow of the Varattukaraipallam 
and Amarävati with which it merged. The Muttukoyil hill and 
the Kondarangi peak are in the boundary of the Talayur Nādu 
in the south eastern limits of the Dharapuram taluk, 


Among the predominant hillocks of the Pongalurka Nadu 
may be noted the Alagumalai north of Avanasipalayam and the 
Sefijerimalai also called Mandiramalai or Mantrāchala. In the 
region west of this division lay Muttukkumaramalai east of 
Palladam, while Ayyamapalayam and Arakulam hills are on the 
west of Palladam. In the western boundary of the Vāyaraikkā 
Nadu is the Ponmalai near Kinattukkadavu. 


Among the important hills in Anda-Nadu are the Palani- 
malai, the hillock beside the Shanmuga Nadi, on whose summit 
is the most ancient temple of Muruga, and the Aivarmalai 
or Ayirai mountain in the east of Kolumam and north of 
Rattayampadi in the Palani taluk, having on it the caves with 
Jain sculptures and early inscriptions. 


In the region of the Karūr taluk, the Pugaliyur hill or 
Arunāttārmalai is in the south of Kāvēri and famous for the 
caves with beds and Brahmi inscriptions that reveal the 
connection of the members of the Irumporai family of the early 
Chéra royal house, with this part of Kongu. 
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RIVER SYSTEMS OF KONGU 


The ancient Kongu country was essentially made up of the 
valleys of the famous river Kāvēri, and its main tributaries, the 
Bhavani, the Noyval, and the Amaravati which flow from 
several regions of the western ghats and Ānamalais, besides the 
vast plains of the Salem district which are drained by the 
Toppur, the Sarabanga Nadi, and the Tirumanimuttar or Salem 
Aru, and these are tributaries to Kaveri from the east, 


While the North Kongu was bounded by the series of 
natural mountains Talamalai, Baragurmalai and Perumpalai 
and demarcated to an extent by the Palar river in the western 
balf, and the Toppür river in the eastern half, the South of the 
Kongu country was delimited in the western half by the 
geographical division of Anda Nadu of Vel Avi, and by the Ko 
Nadu, the region of another famous Vel chief, the Irungo Vel 
of Kodumbälür, in the eastern part directly south of the 
Madilkarai embankment running southwards towards Manavasi 
and Mayanür in the Kulittalai taluk. To the east of Mala 
Kongu was the Kolli hill, the Kollikkurram of the Vel chief 
Ori, and the Miy Mala Nadu, the western part of Mala Nadu, 
in the Musiri taluk of the Tiruchirappalli district, while in the 
corresponding south of the Kaveri, the Uraiyūr Kūrram round 
Uraiyur was situated. 


KAVERI, THE MAIN STREAM. 


The Kaveri river leaving the Ganga country of Talakad and 
running eastwards and after receiving the waters of the Anekal Ar 
(Toddahalli river) near Uganiyam, and the Sanatkumara river 
and the Chinnar from the country of Adigaman (Dharmapuri 
district) near Hogenakal, sweeps south in the part east of 
Madesvaranmalai, to receive the waters of the Palar in the 
northern part of Kongu. Then it travels eastwards for a 
distance past Kaveripuram, reaches Tirumangalam when the 
combined waters of the Palar and the Toppur rivers of the 
southern part of the Adigaman's country, mixes with it. Thence 
Kaveri flows southwards and receiving the waters of the 
Sarabanga Nadi of Puvaniya Nadu, which flowing from the east 
past Omalur, Edappadi, and Tevur, mixes with it at Kaveri- 
ppatti, flows on to Bhavani, Here it receives the Vani river, also 


Tributaries to Kāvēri from the West 29 


called Bhavāni, and then flows southwards upto Kodumudi, 
from whence the Kāvēri takes an easterly course forming the 
common boundary of the Mala Kongam and that part of the 
Kongu which was called Vengala Nadu in which was Karuvür 
alias Vanchimänagaram alias Mudivalangusölapuram. In this 
easterly course the Kāvēri river, receives the Tirumanimuttar 
fowing through the Sēla Nādu, and Elúr Nādu, in the vicinity 
of Vēlūr, and then it flows on up to the limit of Kongu marked 
by the junction of the Karaipottanaru (Karuvattar) river which 
flowing from the slopes of the Kolli hills mixes with the main 
stream at Siplāputtūr about twelve miles west of Musiri. 


During its sojourn in Kongu, the Kāvēri passed through at 
first the Vañchi Nādu in which were Kāvēripuram anciently 
known as Tuvaļai, and Vanavasi in the east of Kāvēri in the 
Omalur taluk, then it ran in a south easterly direction entering 
the Pūndurai Nadu which it divided into two parts called the 
Melkarai Pundurai Nadu and Kilkarai Pündurai Nadu. Further 
on the Kāvēri passed through Araya Nadu, again dividing it into 
two parts similarly called as Melkarai Araya Nadu and Kilkarai 
Araya Nadu. It deserves to be noted that Kodumudi is placed in 
Narkaviri Nadu in an inscription! while others note it as 
Karaiyur Tiru Pandikkodumudi in Melkarai Araya Nadu. 


TRIBUTARIES TO KAVERI FROM THE WEST 


Of the other main rivers of Kongu, the major tributary to 
Kaveri that flows in the northern part of this country is the 
Vāni river,? which is popularly known as Bhavani. It is a 
perennial stream, which starting from a very insignificant place 
in the estate of the former Maharaja of Mysore, in Fernhill, 
near Udagamandalam on the  Nilagiris, runs down the 
mountains, Emerging into Kongu it flows past Nellitorai and 
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9. This river was originally called Vāni Ār, the river that flowed 
past Vāni, a large ancient place, now in parts as Vani, Mevani, and 
Kīlvāni, situated north of Kūgalūr and east of Pariyur. The place 
where this river joined the Kāvēri was only called VaniKudal. The 
name BhavāniKūdal was a much later appellation. Vāniputtūr is on 
the north bank of the river about ten miles east of Satyamafigalam 


and south of Kongarapalayam. 
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meeting the Coonoor river in the region west of Mēttupāļayam, 
and receiving in the north of Sirumugai the waters of the 
Elerumaipallam river from the south which fows in a 
northerly direction past Belļādi, Vadavalli and Baļļēpālayam 
of the Vella Nadu, and then again receiving the waters of the 
Jakanārai river coming from the mountains in the west of 
Kotagiris, thereafter this Vāni river proceeds in a north 
easterly direction through the Uduvakka Nadu, past Turavalūr 
(Danayakankottai) and after receiving the waters of the Mēyār 
river flowing through the Gajalhatti pass in the south of the 
Talamalaı hills, the boundary on the northwestern part of 
Kongu, it runs on passing Kottamangalam and Mudukanturai. 
Thence running eastwards meets the Chintamani river flowing 
southwards from the slopes of the hills in the north, at 
Dhurvāsakshētra or Satyamangalam, and then deflecting its 
course south eastwards passing in the northern part of 
Vadaparisara Nādu runs as the boundary between the Vadakarai 
Nadu and Kanchikkuval Nadu, which are subdivisions of 
Elukarai Nadu or Kongu. Flowing eastwards past Vani, which 
in early days was a very big village made up of Vani, Mēvāni, 
and Kilvani, runs as the southern boundary of Vadakarai Nadu 
which comprised of the major part of the modern taluk of 
Bhavāni. The river Vāni taking a slightly south easterly course 
moves on and after having travelled more than 105 miles from 
its origin, finally merges with the Kaveri at the sacred place of 
liru Nana, well known as VāniKūdal, .hallowed by the 
Dēvaram verses sung by Saint Jnana Sambandar, wherein he not 
only refers to the holiness of the place as Bavanasi but also 
reveals that it was a reputed centre of weavers. The temple at 
the confluence (Sangama) is called Sangamesvara shrine, and 
even to this day the carpets of Bhavani are famous, confirming 
the notice of weavers by Sambandar. Three of the main 
channels used for irrigation from this perennial river are the 
Tadampalli, Arakkankottai and Kalingarayan channels, The 
reservoir recently formed near Danäyakanköttai is called 
Bhavānisāgar. 


lhe next great river of Kongu is the Noyyal. Rising from 
the high hills called the Velliyangiri range extending from the 
Karimalai hill, various streams gather together under the 
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names Āmayār and Noyyil Ār, falling from the region ot 
Muttukkuļam, emerge as one river flowing eastwards to meet the 
Chinnār from the hill slopes west of Narasingapuram at Ikkarai 
Boluvampatti, and the combined waters known as Puluvan- 
parrāru, so called because it traversed the region of Pūluva Nādu, 
and popularly called as Noyyal or Känchimänadi, run eastwards 
flowing through the Pūluva Nādu, region of the ancient tribe 
Puluvas, which formed the westernmost part of Vadaparisara 
Nādu, running past Pūluvappatti, Tennamanallūr, south ot 
Dēvarāyapuram or Mēlai Tirupati, and Madampatti, flows on 
to skirt Ānpatti otherwise well known as Pērūr, one of the most 
sacred places of the Kongu Country, described as the Western 
Chidambaram (MēlaichChidambaram) with an ancient Siva 
temple of Pattisvara, and also the centre of a prominent division 
of Kongu named after this place as Perür Nadu, and in which 
was Kovanputtür i.e., modern Coimbatore three miles distant 
from Pērūr. From Pērūr this Kañchimanadi or Noyyal flowing 
past Kovanputtur, Veļļalūr altas Annadana Sivapuri, Singan- 
allür, all of them inside Perür Nadu, and receiving the drainage 
of the Sanganürpallam from the north takes a slightly north 
eastern direction running into Vadaparisara Nadu, moving past 
Sūralūr (i.e., Sulúr), south of Nilambūr, and north of 
Manamodanallur or Samalapuram, and receiving the Vasishta- 
nadi, which flowing from the Kuridi hill peaks runs past Idikarai, 
with the name of Tamnasipallam and proceeds by Sarkar 
Samakkulam, Kovilpalayam, Tekkalur, at a place south of 
Vañjipalayam and the combined waters flow on as Noyyal 
eastwards past Mangalam, Tiruppur, Kanchipuram, and Nallur 
alias Amarabhuyankara Chaturvedimangalam in the east of 
Tiruppūr, which lay inside Virasola Valanadu. The Noyyalar 
then enters the Kurumbu Nadu, the region named after the 
Kurumbars, in which was the sacred place Kurakkuttali or 
Mukandanúr near Sarkar Periyapalayam, and receives the 
Nallaru or Nallür Ar, a jungle stream rising from the uplands 
of the region in the neighbourhood of Annur and which flows 
past the ancient Pukkoļiyūr or Avanasi, and Tirumurugan 
Pūndi, at a place east of Nallūr. Noyyalar flows on as the 
boundary of Tiruvayppadi Nadu which was one of the divisions 
of Elukarai Nadu, centred round Vayppadi in the south of the 
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Arasannamalai, and proceeding eastwards receives the drainage 
of the slopes of the ferruginous hills south of Ghennimalai which 
was an early fortress of the Kurumbas, and running north of 
Kattangani, Maravapalayam, Madhyapuri or Paranjervalli, 
served as the natural boundary in the north of the Kangaya Nadu, 
a part of Virasola Valanadu. The Noyyalar then flows South 
of Melkarai Araya Nadu in the regions of Kollankoil which lies 
south of Arachalür hill, and Sivagiri east of this place, and 
flowed inside this part of Melkarai Araya Nadu. Then the river 
runs eastwards into the Karur taluk forming the northern 
boundary of the Manalur Nadu. Thus this great river Noyyalār 
or Kafichimanadi, having traversed a long course of nearly 108 
miles inside the Kongu, united with the Kaveri at Neykuppam 
at the junction of the modern taluks of Erode and Karur. 


The third important river, the Amaravati called variously 
as Ambanadi, Ānporunai or Anporundam, rises in the hills of the 
western ghats called chiefly by the name of Anaimalais or 
Kuñjaramalai, flowing down the Añjanad valley, and with the 
combined waters of the Chinnar, the Pambar, and the Tenar 
debouches into the plains near Kallapuram and Chakragiridurg, 
flows in a northeasterly direction through the Karaivali Nadu in 
which are the prosperous villages of Kolumam, Tiru Alandurai 
or Komaralingam, where the jungle stream of Kudiraiyar joins 
it, and then for a while taking a northern course running past 
Kaundappatti, Madattukkulam, Kaniyur and Kadattur, and 
runs again in a northeasterly direction going inside Ten 
Pongalūrkā Nadu and flows towards Rajarajapuram  i.e., 
Dharapuram, called Kongu Vafichi and a mediaeval capital of 
Kongu. After receving the waters of the Shanmuga Nadi flowing 
from the Varahagiri in the south, being the drainage of the 
plains of Anda Nadu of the Vel Chief Avi, the present Palani 
taluk, and which passes Kiranür, Kongur, and Alangiyam, the 
Amarāvati runs in between Dharapuram and Kolinjivadi, 
proceeds northwards in the Narayanur Nadu, to receive the 
Uppar which flows from the Senjeri and Anikkadavu regions in 
the western boundary of the Pongalurka Nadu, and traverses the 
middle of this division. Uppar Odai is essentially the river of 
the Pongalürka Nadu and flowing northwards from the region of 
the north of Udumalaippettai, receiving the drainage of the 
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Perumpallam north of Vadugapalayam runs on to unite with the 
waters of the Varattukkaraipallam and then the Senjerikarai 
stream flowing southwards from the Senjeri region, and the 
combined waters flow thenceforward as Uppār in an easterly 
direction past Navanāri and Ilakkampatti, and then gathering 
the drainage of the Sadayapalayam area, runs on eastwards to 
receive the Chinnakarai and then flows on to unite with the 
Amaravati about six miles north of Dhārāpuram, The united 
river flows eastwards to meet the Nallatangal Odai coming from 
the south as the drainage of the plains of Naraiyanur Nadu, and 
then the Amaravati flows northwards past Piramiyam and 
Sangarandampalayam and then getting the Varattukkarai 
drainage from Vañjipalayam and Kolumankuli area south of 
Udiyur, jvining it east of Kottanūr, the river travels further on 
taking an eastwards bend flowing past Mambadi, Turambādi, 
Kannivadi, and unites with the Vattamalaikarai the affluent 
coming from the south of Pongalur from the region of Elavadi, 
Velanai,  Putterichchal, Vanchiyammankoyil, . Valavanur, 
Arattolu, Kangayampalayam, Uttamapalayam west of Mail- 
rangam, The Amarāvati then enters the Manalur Nadu, and 
flowing in a south eastern direction as the common boundary of 
the modern taluks of Dharapuram and Karur, and receiving the 
waters of the Adankarai or Undama Nadi east of Pufijai Talayur 
enters the Talayur Nadu centred round Talaiyur which is now 
known as Mudakkūr in the Karūr taluk while KilaTalaiyur is 
on the south bank of the Amaravati north of Aravakurichi. 
Then the Amaravati wends its way into the Vengala Nadu and 
after receiving near Velamundi the waters of the Shanmuga 
Sittar flowing from the Attamalai in the south, proceeds past 
Chinna Dhārāpuram and Kila Talaiyür to meet near Ariyur, 
the Nangänji river coming from the jungles of the south flowing 
past Aravakurichi, Then the Amaravati runs northwards past 
Nagampalli and Kalakkurichi, to receive the waters of the 
Kudavanar which flowing past Tiru Venjamankudal and 
Virasolapuram unites with it near Arasapalayam about two 
miles south of Tumbivādi. Then Amaravati runs northeast past 
Pallapalayam, Andankoyil, and takes an eastern course to flow 
past the ancient Tiru Ānilai i,e., Karur; and then entering 
Thattaiya Nadu runs past Senaippiratti, Koyampalli and 
9 
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Puliyür to finally unite with the Kāvēri at Tirumakkudal. 
The approximate length of this rivers journey is about 
140 miles, SE 


The Kottavadi river flowing east of Kinattukkadavu and 
Ponmalai drained the region of the Kavadikka Nadu, west of 
Pongalūrkā Nadu. The Achchipallam river flowing from the 
uplands in the west of Periya Negamam, runs past Devampadi 
and unites with another river coming from the region north of 
Polilvaychchi and flowing westwards past Talakkarai and Muttur 
of Mutta Nadu, and the combined waters west of Ramapatnam 
run for a short distance and mixed with the Kottavadi river in 
the border of Kongu, the whole stream then enters the Kerala. 
South of Kavadikka Nadu was the Virakerala Valanadu in 
which was Nannanūr now known as Anaimalai and this region 
was irrigated by the combined waters of the Uppar, Aliyar and 
Palar which rivers descended from the slopes of the Anaimalai 
hills, in the south of the Nallurukka Nadu. The Aliyar flowing 
from the Ānamalais is said to be the traditional boundary of 
Kongu in this part and it flows westwards into the Kerala 
country. The hill regions of the Anamalais are reached by three 
roads, one up through Dhalli, the region of the Palar, Tirumurti- 
kovil, and Pūvamalai, the second up through Pundi and 
Torakadavai river or Nalar river, while the third is by the 
Pūnāchimalai ghat and the valley of the Aliyar. The Palar and 
the Tēnār close to Tirumūrtimalai are streams which drain the 
north eastern slopes of the Anamalais. 


Nīrāru was the river which flowed from the eastern slopes 
of the Kuridi hills and runs past Idikarai, Kovilpalayam, and 
was also called Tamnasipallam, and traversing a part of 
Vadaparisāra Nādu flowed past Tekkalur. It is here locally 
called Vennättankarai Ar, and running thereafter in a south 
easterly course mixes with the Noyyal west of Vafjipalayam and 


Mangalam. 


Nallaru was the name of the river flowing from the elevated 
regions in the neighbourhood of Aņņūr (Manniyūr), and 
running past Kafijappalli, Karuvalūr, Tiruppukkoliyur (Avanasi) 
and Tirumurugan Pündi and then flowing inside Perumpalana 
Nadu for some distance merged with the Noyyal river just east 
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of Nallur, the place after which this tributary was called Nallur 
Ar or Nallaru. The Nallattukkaraivali represented the region of 
the flow of Nallāru. 


The Vellavari and Kattuvari are the drainage channels 
from the regions of Perumanallur and Changappalli on the one 
side and Kunnattur, Kangayampalayam on the other, and unite 
together west of Dalavaypalayam and pass on as Kāttuvāri past 
Sirukalanji, Kuttampalayam, and going in a south easterly 
direction empties into the Noyyal east of Ellaigramam, about six 
miles west of Kodumudi in the Erode taluk. 


The Vanaththuvāri river rising from the eastern neighbour- 
hood of Tenmugam Vellodu proceeds eastwards past Anumam- 
palli and running north of Elumattur hill and south of 
Pūndurai Sēmūr and Semür, deviates in a south easterly course 
moving past Eļumāttūr, hereafter popularly known as Korangan- 
pallam river, runs past Kulavilakku, Palamangalam, Kulattu- 
palayam, and descending southwards proceeds past Vengambur, 
after some distance turns eastwards about three miles east of 
Yettimalai, and mixes with the Kaveri by several mouths, south 
of Kodumudi and west of Avadiyapparai. The Kalingarayan 
channel is linked with this west of Kolattupalayam. 


TRIBUTARIES FROM THE EAST 


The Toppür or Vēppādi river rising near Muluvayi on the 
Shervaroys flows north east through a ravine along which lies 
Mallapuram ghat road and where is Veppadi after which place 
the river gets its name. Taking a turn to the west near 
Mallapuram this Veppadi river runs westwards as the common 
boundary of Kongu and Adigaman's Tagadur Nadu, and flowing 
past Toppür and Vellar of the Vellarai Nadu in Kongu, passes 
north of Mallikundam of this division, to unite with the Kaveri 
near Solappadi. | 


The Alagumurichchan or Sarabanga Nadi, called after the 
sage Sarabanga who did penance at its source region, is formed 
by two streams the first of which called Periyar which rises in 
Yērkādu and falls down at Kiļiyūr, and flowing through Mugai 
Nadu in which was Pottipuram, runs westwards past Omalur, 
the taluk headquarters, and enters the northern part of the 
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Pūvāniya Nadu. The second stream which rising from the 
western slopes of the , Shervaroys, named Ponnarkudal flows 
down the Kadiyampatti ghat ravine, and running southwards 
in the northern part of Püväniya Nadu, past Pūsārippatti 
and Tumbipadi and west of the Mugai Nadu runs down 
Kottampatti to join the Periyār at Omalur. Then the united 
stream flowing through the middle of Puvaniya Nadu in a 
southern course running past Semmanikūdal and. east of 
Tāramangalam and Konguppadi and turning more towards the 
west in the region of the north of Dasavilakku flows past 
Pappampatti, Konasamudram, filing the lake at Dadapuram, 
runs southwards to pass through Avani Perur and Idaippadi, 
from where it runs again in a south eastern direction through 
Arasiramani and Tēvūr, and finally unites with the Kaveri at 
Kaveripatti. 


The next river of importance is the Salem Ar or 
Tirumanimuttaru, which is formed by two streams which take 
their rise in the pass at Munjavadi, and unite about three miles 
above Salem. Flowing through the Sela Nadu past Uttamasola- 
puram alias Merralaı Kaverippumpattanam, about seven miles 
south of Salem, runs southwards passing Vairuchi which is north 
east of Attaiyampatti, Minnakkal, and flowing through 
Paruttippalli Nadu in the regions of Marapparai, Minnamoli, 
1.e., Minnampalli, Palamedu, Karungalpatti, and flows further 
southwards into Kilkarai Pundurai Nadu passing Agaram, 
Kokkalai, west of Manali, Iruppili (Iluppili), Kuttampundi, 
Lathivadi, and enters the Eļūr Nadu from which region the Eļūr 
river joins it. Tirumanimuttar flows further southwards into the 
Kilkarai Araya Nadu regions of Pillūr, Paramutti and eastwards 
of Velur and Nanjaı Idaiyar and unites with the Kāvēri. 


The Elur river which is the main tributary to the 
Tirumanimuttāru, rises from the slopes of the Bodamalais about 
nine miles south of Salem. It runs southwards past Rasipuram 
region, Singalandapuram, Kadiranallur, Navani, Elur, Musiri 
and Puttur of Elur Nadu, and then unites with Tirumanimuttar 
east of Kūdachēri. A small affluent called the Ponnāru, or the 
golden river, which flowing from the slopes of Kañjamalai, 
proceeds southwards past Kudalur, Mangalam and Shanbaga- 
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medu and then filling the Mallagamudram tank, all in the 
Paruttippalli Nadu, joins the Tirumanimuttaru a few miles 
below that lake. 


There is one other important river in the region east of 
Kaveri, that served as the boundary in the east of the Kongu 
country, It is the Karaipottanaru (the river that marks the 
boundary), and is traditionally believed to be the boundary for 
the kingdoms of the Chera, and Chola. This river's name is now 
corrupted to Karuvattaru, and has been noticed by Sewell in his 
List of Antiguities! and by K. V Subrahmanya Aiyer in his 
Historical Sketches of Ancient Dekhan.? It rises in the western 
slopes of the Kolli hills in the Nāmakkal taluk fowing south of 
Tūsiyūr Nadu and in the easternmost part of Elur Nadu, runs 
past Sendamangalam which lies on its right bank, and then flows 
south becoming broad near Valayappatti, and is damned by a 
masonary anicut and then after a southerly course of full twenty 
miles through the present Namakkal taluk, enters the Musiri 
taluk, near Naganallur. It flows further southwards to unite 
with the Kāvēri at Siplaputtur about twelve miles west of 
Musiri, 

The boundary marked by this Karaipottanaru is carried 
south of the Kaveri by a large mud ‘embankment running south- 
wards from a point exactly opposite to the embouchure of the 
Karaipottānāru with the Kaveri. It is a continuation of the 
boundary and is still seen near Tirukkampuliyur about thirteen 
miles west of Kulittalai and north of Manavasi. In the region 
west of this embankment boundary of Kongu was the Thattaiyur 
Nadu, a division of Kongu. This embankment is also locally 
called Kongakkarai. 


Itisa surprisingly confirmatory evidence that we get in a 
copper plate record of Rajakesarivarman discovered in 1914 and 
published in 1929.3 In the fifth year of this Chola king the 
Malava chief of Kolli hills, called Kollimalavan Orriyuran 
Piridigandavarman, gifted lands in Tusiyur inside his country to 
the god of the Siva temple at the place. The clear statement 
made in it that Tüsiyür was inside his country ‘en Nattu Tusiyur', 

|. Vol. I. p. 266, 270; Vol. II. p. 189. 2. Vol. I. p. 130. 
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and the location of this Tūsiyūr in the source region of the 
Karaipottanaru, shows pointedly that this place Tūsiyūr, and 
prima facie the division of which it was the centre, were inside 
the Kollimalai Nadu which was ruled by the Malava chief. But 
Kollimalai Nadu was inside Kongu as revealed by a later day 
inscription of Rajadhiraja found in the Arappalisvara temple at 
Valappūr on the Kolli hills, when it mentions the Ürar of several 
villages in Kollimalai in Virasdlamandalam! i.e., Kongu. 
Being in the source region of the Karaipottanaru, the traditional 
boundary marking river, the earlier copper plate statement is a 
clear confirmation of the fact that this river figured as the 
acknowledged boundary of Kongu in the east and the Kollimalai 
region which belonged to the Malava chiefs continuously from 
the early Sangam age ruler Ori described as the ‘Malavar 
Perumagan” and his descendants, upto the time of Kolli- 
Malavan Piridigandavarman whose gift is noted in the copper 
plate of the Chola Rajakesarivarman, and was extensive enough 
to include Tüsiyur Nadu in the same region of this boundary 
river. The inclusion of the Kollimalai Nadu which lay on the 
borders, inside Kongu alias Virasolamandalam, was thus an 
eveut effected after the Chola conquest of Kongu. 


RIPARIAN CONCEPT OF KONGU : ELUKARAI NĀDU— 
ONBADUKARAI NÀDU 


As is clear from the lay of the ancient Kongu country it 
was principally the region of the Kaveri and its many affluents, 
and this ancient land was divided into two major parts by that 
great river, the two halves being distinctly named Kuda Kongu 
and Mala Kongu. The early Tamils appear to have made a 
correct appraisal of the geographical features of this ancient 
country by calling the whole region as Elukara: Nadu or the land 
of the seven river valleys. This conception of this separate geogra- 
phical tract as Elukarai Nadu dates back to at least the time of 
the conquest of the region by the Chola king Aditya I which event 
took place in 894 A.D. This fact is vindicated by the mention of 
the Tiruvayppadi Nadu in Elukarai Nadu in an epigraph of this 
Chola Aditya's son, the illustrious Parantaka I alias Virasola, 
after whom the Kongu country -was renamed as Virasēļa- 
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that part of it which lay east of this great river, united in 
making the endowment recorded in the epigraph. This state- 
ment should not be understood to denote that Elukarai Nādu 
was only the name of the country east of the Kāvēri river or 
that it meant that there was a land of seven river valleys in the 
east of the Kāvēri. As has already been demonstrated the 
inscriptional statement that Tiruvayppadi Nādu was in Eļukarai 
Nadu denoted the region of Vayppadi near the Chennimalai hill 
west of the Arachalūr Nāgamalai inside the Erode taluk, west of 
the Kāvēri river, and this furnishes the pointer to the fact that 
Kilkarai Elukarai Nadu should not be misunderstood as noted 
above. Elukarai Nadu was the other name of Kongu in its 
entirety. | 


That Elukarai Nadu included both parts of Kongu is again 
very clearly brought out by the enumeration of twelve Nadus 
west of the Kaveri, besides the location of places in the eastern 
part of Kongu i.e., the Salem district in Elukarai Nadu. Elukarai 
Nadu Akkasalai was a part of Mukkuttipalayam (northwest of 
Mavur in Salem Taluk). A Taramangalam (Puvaniya Nadu, 
Omalur Taluk) record refers to the. custom prevailing inside 
Elukarai Nadu and current at that place, Kilkarai Pundurai 
Nadu (Tiruchengode Taluk) is described as belonging to Elukarai 
Nadu in an inscription, 


It remains for us only to fix up the twenty-four Nadus 
which constituted the area of Kuda Kongu or as the inscription 
puts it Melkarai Twenty four Nādus. Out of this the names of 
eleven are clearly stated while the names of two others are in 
the damaged part of a record. The Pariyur inscription mentions 
twenty divisions, all in the west of Kaveri. Again the districts 
that made up the eastern part of Elukarai Nadu or Kilkarai 
Elukarai Nadu as the record puts it, refer clearly to all the 
divisions that are in the Salem district, the Mala Kongu part. 
We will discuss and determine the various Nadus included in 
each part at the end of this chapter. Leaving this we have also 
to note the fact that Elukarai Nāchchi is the traditional mother 
goddess of the Malayalis that now inhabit the Kolli hill region, 
and this fact provides yet another pointer to the inclusion of the 
Kolli hill country inside Kilkarai Elukarai Nadu and in Elukarai 
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Nādu generally speaking i.e., in Kongu, though in compara- 
tively later times. Tamil literature provides with many references 
to the goddess Kollippāvai on the summit of the hills of Kolli 
and we may therefore deem the Elukarai Nachchi mother 
goddess as an alternomen for Kollippāvai. Eļukaraināttu Nangai 
appears as the name of a Dēvaradiyāl at Avanāsi. 


We may now consider also another geographical description 
of the Kongu country as Onbadukarai Nadu, instead of Elukara: 
Nadu of which we have appraised above. This name found in a 
later day epigraph meant clearly the "land of the nine river 
valleys’, and therefore an addition of two mor e river valleys to 
the Elukarai Nadu, for the fuller conception of the enlarged 
extent of the country. This was a delineation of the Kongu 
country, when it became enlarged in extent and this nomencla- 
ture is also explainable. Originally, as we have shown above, 
the Kongu country was made up of the two parts Kuda Kongu 
and Mala Kongu. Later on, as it is clear from records of 
mediaeval days, this concept of the extent of the country was 
given up and the two Kongus, Kuda Kongu and Mala Kongu, 
were clubbed together as one called as Vada Kongu and an 
additional part that lay south of this Vada Kongu was called 
Ten Kongu. It has also to be clearly grasped that it is made 
plain by numerous inscriptional references to places and 
divisions of Kongu that all the parts that made up Kuda Kongu 
and Mala Kongu were included in Vada Kongu, and this was 
made up of the Salem district and the old Coimbatore district 
excepting the Pollachi and Udumalaippettai taluks, making it 
thus clear that South Kongu represented only the region south 
of this extent of Vada Kongu. It is in this region that we find 
the two important rivers flowing from the south towards the 
north. One is the Shanmuga Nadi and the other is the 
Kulaganar or Kudavanar river. The Shanmuga Nadi flows 
from the Varahagiri hill in the south of the Karaivali Vaikavur 
Nadu otherwise known as Anda Nadu, and running northwards. 
joins the Amaravati in the Dharapuram taluk, a part of Vada 
Kongu. The other river Kudavanar flows from the Dindugal 
taluk which adjoins the Palani taluk (Anda Nadu), combining 
with itself the Santanavardhani river and flows into the 
Karur taluk, after running past Vēdasandūr and Pambur and 
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proceeding further runs past Vefijamānkūdal, and Virasolapuram 
and then unites with the Amarāvati north west of Kodaiyūr. 
These two river valley regions having become included in the 
new enlarged concept of the Kongu country, it was rightly 
delineated as ‘the land of the nine river valleys? or ‘Onbadukarat 
Nadu” completely making up what was called Vada Kongu and 
Ten Kongu put together. With the seven rivers which we have 
already enumerated, and the Shanmuga Nadi and the Kulaganar, 
Kongu became ‘the land of the Nine River Valleys’. 

These conceptions revealed by the terms Elukarai Nadu 
and Onbadukarai Nadu, noticed in inscriptions, were thus all 
true to the contemporary extents of the Kongu country. We 
list below the twenty four Nadus of the western half of the 
Eļukarai Nādu, and the divisions of the eastern half also. We 
can reconcile the inscriptional statement, by leaving aside the 
Valanadus or larger territorial divisious, as they contained 
within them several Nadus. 

The statements, Elukarainattil Nattavarom gave a gift of 
thīrteen villages located in several divisions of their domain, the 
deed was signed as Eļukaraināttavarēm Kaiyeluttu, besides the 
attestation of the chief officer of the Elukarai Nadu as Elukarai- 
nattu Nambiyen eluttu in another record, make it abundantly clear 
that the representatives of the assemblies of the several divisions 
of the Eļukarai Nadu i.e., Kongu met together and drew up the 
deed of gift. These records only reveal some but not all the 


divisions of Kongu. The Twenty-four Nadus of the Western part 
are, as we make out: 


1, Pūluva Nadu 2. Perür Nadu 

3. Vella Nadu 4. Sevür Nadu 

5. Punganikka Nadu 6. Uduvakka Nadu 

7. Kanchikktval Nadu 8. Pūndurai Nadu 

9, Kuruppa Nadu 10. Manalur Nadu 
ll. Araya Nadu 12. Kutta Nadu 
13. Mashatta Nadu 14. Vanchi Nadu 
15. Kāngaya Nādu 16. Vāyaraikkā Nādu 
17. Pongalūrkā Nādu 18. Vengāla Nadu 
19, Kilanga Nadu 20. Valuppukkā Nadu 
21. Valayalür Nadu 22. Narayanūr Nadu 


23. Talayur Nadu 24, Thattaya Nadu 
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The divisions of Kilkarai Eļukarai Nādu were principally: 


1. Pūvāniya Nadu 2. Paruttippalli Nādu 

3. Sela Nadu 4, Elür Nadu 

5. Tolür Nadu 6. Kilkarai Pūndurai Nadu 
7. Kilkarai Araya Nadu 8. Vāļavandi Nadu 

9. Kitpa Nadu 10, Vengarai Nadu 
ll. Mugai Nadu 12, Pakka Nadu 
13. Tūsūr Nadu 14. Kollimalai Nādu 


We may now list the Nādus that are left out, as being in 
Ten Kongu, situated south of Pongalūrkā Nādu of Vada Kongu. 


1. Kil Mutta Nadu 2. Kāvadikkā Nādu 
3. Vendaiyūrkāl Virakérla 4. Nallurukkā Nadu 
Valanadu 
5. Karaivali Nadu 6. Vaikāvūr Nadu or Anda 
Nadu. 


OTHER NAMES OF KONGU AND ITS MAJOR 
SUBDIVISIONS 


Kongu was called Konga Nādu or Kongu Nadu and was 
renamed Virasolamandalam, in all likelihood after Virasola the 
surname of Parantaka I, the son and successor of Aditya I, the 
Chola king who conquered Kongu in 894 A.D. and annexed it 
to his empire. This renaming appears to have been done after 
the 14th year of Parantaka I, for an inscription of that year 
mentions the country simply as Kongu Nadu.!: This country was 
again renamed as Adhiraja-maudalam in the period of the 
Chola king Rājarāja I, the builder of the great temple of 
Tanjavur. In this king's reign the renaming of the territorial 
divisions and countries was made, consequent upon the king's 
various successful schemes of conquest and enlargement of the 
Chola empire. Adhiräja-mandalam finds mention in the records 
of his son Rājēndra Chola I, and Vira Rājēndra.* In the time 
of the Chola king Kulottunga III Kongu was also named Chola- 
kerala-mandalam,? besides Virasöla-mandalam.* The early 
name of Virasola-mandalam continued to be in usage throughout 
as is clear from the mention of it in the inscriptions of Kulottunga 
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I, Vikrama Chola, the Pandiya Jatavarman Sundara Pandiya I,' 
and in the records of the Vijayanagara rulers Achyuta, and 
Sadasiva.2 Kongu Nadu gets the name Kongu-mandalam in the 
records of Tribhuvanachakravartin Konērinmaikondān, Hoysala 
Vira Vallāļa? and Vijayanagara rulers. 


Virasola Valanadu the chief division of the Virasola- 
mandalam, came to bear successfully the names Kēraļāntaka 
Valanadu, Rajagambira Valanadu and Nittavinoda Valanadu. 
It was bordered by Vikramasola Valanadu, in the region north 
of the Noyyal, as Virasola Valanadu is seen to have included a 
small portion north of the Noyyal, where lay, Mukandanur, 
Kattangani and Kodumanal. 


Virasola Valanadu was the name of a large part of western 
Kongu in which were Vāyaraikkā Nadu, Valuppukkā Nadu, 
Kangaya Nadu, in the south of the Noyyal, and Thattaikala 
Nadu in which were Tirmukkūdal and Kattaļai, thus extending 
from the western boundary of Vayaraikka Nadu in the Kinattu- 
kadavu (Pollachi taluk) region to Kattalai near the mud embank- 
ment boundary of Kongu in the east, 


As noted above it was in the period of Rajaraja I the 
renaming of several of the divisions of the vast country over 
which he ruled was made, and as a result of this the name 
Rājāsraya Vaļanādu was the appellation given to a large tract, 
that comprised of not only the Maļa Nādu region which lay north 
of the Kāvēri river, and east of the Karaipottanaru, but also all 
the region west of that boundary river of Kongu, lying north of 
the Kāvēri, so as to include the major part of the modern Salem 
district including the Kolli hills and the Āttūr taluk above it. 
The fact that Vallavarayar Nādu, the division in which were 
Sela Nadu, Elür Nadu, Kilkarai Pundurai Nadu etc., 1.e., all 
the region of Mala Kongam north of the Kaveri, was placed 
inside Rājāsraya Valanadu, proves that Mala Kongu came 
to be a part of Rajasraya Valanadu. Munai or Munai 
Vallavarayar Nadu was in this and Vallavarayar Nadu being 
placed in Virasolamandalam i.e., Kongu, demonstrates this, 
Kilkarai Pündurai Nadu, Paruttippalli Nadu and Elur Nadu in 
Kongu alias Virasolamandalam were placed in Nadalvan Nadu 
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which was the other name of Vallavarayar Nadu. Rajasraya 
the surname of Rajaraja I, was applied to Salem in Sela Nadu 
by calling it Rajasraya Chaturvedimangalam as let known in an 
inscription in the Sukhavanesvara temple at Salem, and Sela 
Nadu was located in Vallavarayar Nadu in a record of Rajaraja's 
son Rajendra Chola I, and in subsequent times. Parantakesvaram 
at Vikramakesari Chaturvedimangalam was in Munai Valla- 
varayar Nadu in Rajasraya Valanadu on the north bank of 
Kāvēri. This place was near modern  Nattamedu near 
Kadirānallūr in the Nāmakkal taluk. Nanjai Idayar on the 
north bank of the Kāvēri, near Vēlūr in Nāmakkal taluk was 
located in the same Rājāsraya Vaļanādu. Thus we see that 
while parts of the western half of Kongu, known distinctly as 
Kuda Kongu in early days, were in Virasēļa Vaļanādu and 
Vikramasola Vaļanādu, from the days of Parāntaka I, the entire 
part of the eastern half of Kongu, known as Maļa Kongu in 
early days, was placed in Rājāsraya Vaļanādu from the days of 
Rājarāja I.! 


Kēraļāntaka Valanadu was like Rājāsraya Valanādu, the 
name ofa large division, for the inscriptions of Rājarāja I reveal 
the inclusion of Uraiyūr Kurram of the Cbola country, Šūralūr 
Kūrram and Thattaya Nadu a part of Virasolamandalam i.e., 
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1 It deserves to note also that even the Árrür Kürram round 
Arrūr (Attür in Āttūr taluk of the Salem District) which was a sub- 
division of Magadai-mandalam was treated as a part of Vadakarai 
Rājāšraya Valanadu as revealed in a record. 500/12. 'Thus besides Mala 
Nādu, the entire Salem District was treated as a part of Rajasraya 
Vaļanādu. In the context of these evidences Y. Subbarayalu's statement 
*Raja$raya Valanadu occupied a long narrow strip of space along the 
northern bank of the Kāvēri from the Nandiyaru river on the east to 
very near the river Karaipottanaru on the west. This division was nothing 
but Mala Nadu renamed" reveals his imperfect understanding. His 
assertion ‘the whole country to the west and north east of Rajasraya 
Valanadu on the north of Kavéri was included in Rajéndrsimha 
Valanadu, the widest division by 1014’ is therefore clearly wrong. 
(Loc.ci.p. 61). We have shown above that the whole of Maļakongu, 
Arrürkürram, besides Mala. Nadu were included in Räjasraya 


Valanädu. 
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Kongu!, In this the inclusion of Adanur Nadu, and Thattaikala 
(Thattaiyūr) Nadu in Keralantaka Valanadu is again confirmed 
by many epigraphs of the time of Rājarāja I and Rājēndra 
Chola I.? | 


DIVISIONS AND SUBDIVISIONS OF KONGU 


Among the numerous divisions of Kongu, Vadaparisara 
Nadu, Vikramasola Valanadu, Vadakarai Nadu, Tenkarai Nadu, 
Virasola Valanadu, Virakēraļa Vaļanādu, and Nadalvan Nadu 
were major divisions, as they comprised many subdivisions. 
Next in importance of vastness in extent may be mentioned 
the divisions of Pongalurka Nadu, Puvaniya Nadu which were 
each divided into two parts called the northern and the 
southern, and Pūndurai Nadu and Araya Nadu, which were 
divided into two parts, the western and the eastern, and 
Kollikkurram or Kollimalai Nadu which was made up of 
fourteen subdivisions, The remaining divisions termed Nadu, 
Parru, Durgam etc., were all! smaller in extent. Excluding 
Anda Nadu and its subdivisions, which originally did not 
belong to Kongu, but which came to be subsequently included 
in Ten Kongu in mediaeval times, there were a good number of 
divisions, plainly more than the twenty-four noticed in literary 
accounts, | 


That Kongu was made up of twenty-four Nadus mainly is 
inferable from an epigraph of Tribhuvanachakravartin Konerin- 
maikondan and from an inscription of the Vijayanagara king 
Visvanatha Nāyaka. And this is the classification found 
mentioned in the ‘Sölanpürva pattayam’, the ‘Irupattunalu 
Nättu pattayam’ and the “Kongumandala Sadagam”. The list of 
villages in the twenty-four Nādus as given in the “Urttogai” in 
the appendix to the Sadagam is one complied by a modern editor 
of the work. The 'Irupattunālu Nāttu pattayam” also furnishes 
the names of villages of these Nādus. All the lists of Nādus 
may be tabulated as under for a detailed and comparative study. 
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No. | Sēļanpūrvapattayam | Irupattunālunāttu- Kongumandala 
de pattayam adagam 
l | Vadakarai Nadu Vadakarai Nadu Vadakarai Nadu 
2 | Kañchikkovil Nadu | Kafichikkovil Nadu | Kafichikkoyil Nadu 
3 | Oduvanga Nadu Kañchi Oruvanga | Oduvanga Nadu 
Nadu 
4 | Aru Nadu Āru Nadu Arai Nadu 
5 | Kuruppa Nadu Kuruppa Nadu Kurumba Nadu 
6 | Pandurai Nadu: | Pundurai Nadu Pundurai Nadu 
7 | Araiya Nadu Melkarai Araya Araya Nadu 
Nadu 
8 | Tenkarai Nadu Tenkarai Nadu Tenkarai Nadu 
9 | Pongalür Nadu Pongalür Nadu Pongalur Nadu 
10 | Varakka Nadu Varakka Nadu Varakka Nadu 
11 | Kangaya Nadu Kangaya Nadu Kangeya Nadu 
12 | Mana Nadu Mana Nadu Maņa Nadu 
AIEEE (1) Talaya Nādu Talaiya Nādu 
14 | Thattaiya Nādu Thattaya Nādu Thattaya Nādu 
15 | Kiļangu Nādu Kiļangu Nādu Kiļangu Nādu 
16 | Vengāla Nādu Vengāla Nādu Vengāla Nādu 
17 | Pūvāņiya Nādu Püväniya Nadu Puvaniya Nadu 
18 | Parüttippalli Nadu |Paruttippal Nadu |...... (1) 
19 | Rasipura Nadu Rāsipura Nadu Rāsipura Nadu 
20 | Valavandi Nadu Valavandi Nadu Valavandi Nāģu 
ZI ie LS Res ie (2) Sela Nadu ^P» *- space (2) 
22 | Kävadıkka Kävadıkka Nadu Kāvadikka Nādu 
(Kavikka) Nadu 
23 | Nallúrukka Anai- | Nallurukka Nadu Nallurukka Nadu 
malai Nadu 
2A xcu ote NR USO AREA Ānaimalai Nadu 
25 | Anda Nadu Anda Nadu Anda Nadu 
26: Vaika vVar Nadu "eee (2) Tiru Vaikāvūr 
(Avinangudi) 
Vayyapuri Nadu 
D sNaraivanurdNadus 4|. es (3) e LP (to 
27-3=24 27 —3=24 27-3=24 


The names of three Nādus are omitted in each list and thus the 


total of twenty-four divisions is accounted for. 


The other 


divisions are treated as subdivisions. No Kollimala Nadu is found 
mentioned as a main Nadu in these lists. While Narayanur 
Nadu is found mentioned in Solanpürvapattayam, Talaya Nadu 
and Sela Nadu and Anaimalai Nadu are omitted in it. Parutti- 
ppalli Nadu, Sela Nadu and Narayanur Nadu are omitted in the 
main list in Kongumandala Sadagam. In Irupattunalunattu- 
pattayam, Anaimalai Nadu is declared attached to Nallurukka 
Nadu and so omits it as a main division, and Vaikavur Nadu 
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is left out while Anda Nādu is noted, as also Narayanur Nadu 
and thus the total number twenty-four is accounted. It is to be 
noticed that Valuppukka Nadu is not mentioned in the above 
lists, and it is a main division noticed in inscriptions. There 
is no notice of Vadaparisara Nadu, and in its place Aru Nadu 
and Punganika Nadu are mentioned, and these names are not 
known from inscriptions. The Sadagam makes Paruttippalli 
Nadu and Elür Nadu as subdivisions of Puvaniya Nadu, Šēla 
Nādu as an adjunct of Rasipura Nadu, Idarppicchi Nadu as an 
adjunct of Vengala Nadu, and gives Tusur Nadu and Vimalai 
Nādu as subdivisions of Valavandi Nadu. Besides, a verse in 
Solanpürvapattayam which is incomplete mentions Kovanga 
Nādu instead of Oduvanga Nadu, while it recounts the names 
of the twentyfour divisions. 


Aru Nadu which is perhaps the earlier form of Arai Nadu! 
is stated to have comprised within it number of places, which 
from other inscriptional references are seen to be clearly inside 
the divisions of Sevür Nadu, Vadaparisara Nadu, Valuppurka 
Nadu, Palana Nadu, Pērūr Nadu, Puluva Nadu, Oduvanga 
Nadu, Vella Nādu, Vaļaiyalūr Nadu, Nirarrupparru, and 





l. Places in Arai Nadu as given in Kongumandala Sadagam : 
Sēvūr, Annür, Veļļādi, Komangai, Kēyamuttūr, Muduturai, 
. Kavasai, Koyirpalayam, Sirkar Samakkulam, Tudiyalür, Nīlambūr, 
Pērūr, Tekkalür, Karaivali Mādappūr, Avinasi, Kafijappalli, Kāņūr, 
Karuvalür, Veļļaiyampadi, Irugālūr, Ulalai, Vellaiyampadi, Tiru- 
muruganpündi, Sevalapuri, Naduvachcheri, Palanai, Perumānallūr, 
Nambiyür, Elattür, Ukkiram, Pulavanagar, Kadukkampalayam, 
Koyirpalayam, Toņdamuttūr, Muttam, Kayalür, Singanallur, Kudak- 
kottür, Mokkanisvaram, Kullanturai, Valavandi, Kottaikkarai. 
Sölanpürvapattayam lists them as: Sévainagar, Manniyur, Velladi, 
Komangai, Muduturai, Ten Kavašai, Tudisai, Nīlampērūr, Arasur, 
Tekkalur, Avinā$i, Kañjai, Karuvai, Karuņai, Venmadi, llaiyatur, 
Kanal, Irugälür, Ulalaiköyil,  Vellaippadi, Tirumuruganpündi, 
Palanai, Palani, Nambiperur, Illattūr, Ukkiramam, Pula Nägal- 
pälayam, Kövainagar, Tondamanputtur, Muttam, Güdalür, Singa- 
nagar, Kudagu, Kullanturai, Valavalaikottai. 
Irupaltunalunattupattayam gives the list: Vennädi, Muduturai, 
Pērūr, Tudiyalür, Arasür, Tekkalür, Karavan, Avanas1, Kanur, 
Nallúr, Kaliyanūr, Olaippupündi, Turavalur, Nambiyūr, Elattūr, 
Irugalür, Naganpalayam, Thodamputtūr, Gudalür, Singaņanallūr, 
Kuņnanturai, Vālaivandakēttai. | 
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Bhavāni taluk, including Andiyūr, Brahmadēsam, Perun- 
guļam, Urāchikēttai etc. It may have extended up to 
Palamalai in the north. | 


Kanchikkovil Nādu.—The region south of the Bhavani river 
in Bhavani taluk, including the neighbouring areas in 
Gobichettipalayam taluk with Kūgalūr and the region 
round Kanchikovil in the Erode taluk, which place was the 
centre of this division. 


Pundurai Nādu.— Portions south of the above noted division 
ot Kanchikkovil Nadu, situated to the west of the Kaveri 
river, and included a large area on the east of this river 
in the Tiruchengode taluk of the Salem district, Kanchi- 
ttundam was a division of this lying in the vicinity of 
Kanchikkuval Nadu. 


(a) Mēlkarai Pundurai Nadu.—-The region west of the 
Kāvēri and lying east of Kānchikkūval Nadu, the 
region round Erode extending westwards to include 
Perundurai, Īngūr, and Vellodu in the south west, as 
well as the area in the south around Aval Pundurai 
which place was the headquarters of this Nadu. The 
natural boundaries in these directions appear to be 
the Chennimalai and Arachalur hills in the Erode 
taluk. 


(b) Kilkarai Pündurai Nādu.— The region adjoining the east 
bank of the Kāvēri, in the Tiruchengode taluk of the 
Salem District, comprising areas around Morur, 
Sittalandūr, Tiruchengodu, Kokkarayanpet etc, ‘Tiru- 
chengodu Nadu was a subdivision of it. 


Kurumbu Nadu.—The region adjoining Mēlkarai Pundurai 
Nadu and south of Kāūchikkūval Nadu, in the Erode taluk, 
and included the part of Gobichettipalayam taluk around 
Kolappalür, Siruvalūr, and all the region in which were 
Tingalür, Vijayamangalam, Palattolu and Sirkar Periya- 
pālayam, north of the Noyyal river in the Erode taluk. 
Tiruvayppadi Nadu.— A small division around Vayppadi in 
Erode taluk and situated between Kurumbu Nadu and 
Melkarai Pundurai Nadu. 


10. 
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Aratya Nādu.—A large region including parts of the Erode 
taluk in the west of the Kaveri and adjoining parts of the 
Namakkal taluk of the Salem District, east of the Kāvēri. 


(a) Mēlkarai Araiya Nadu.—The region of the south east 
Erode taluk, below Mēlkarai Pūndurai Nadu and 
included Kodumudi, Uñjalur, Elukarai, Sivagiri, in 
the Erode taluk. 

(b) Kilkarai Araiya Nadu.— The region east of the Kaveri 
and east of the Mēlkarai Araiya Nādu, including 
Idayāru, Iļamādattūr, Ramadévam, Paramutti etc. in 
the Namakkal taluk of the Salem district. 

Manalur Nadu.— A large division made up of two parts 

Vadakarai Manalür Nadu and Tenkarai Manalur Nadu, 

together comprising a good area south of the Noyyal river 

and extending south of the Amaravati river including that 
portion of the Karūr and Dharapuram taluks which lie on 
the border of the Coimbatore and Tiruchirappalli districts. 


(a) Vadakarai Manlur Nadu.—The region lay south of the 
Noyyal river and was centered round Vadakarai 
Manalür on the north bank of the Amaravati in the 
Karür taluk, about ten miles south west of Vellakoil of 
the Dharapuram taluk, It was coterminous with the 
southern part of the Melkarai Araiya Nadu in that 
part of it lying south of the Noyyal in the area of 
Kondaļam about four miles east of Sivagiri in the 
Erode taluk. 


(b) Tenkarai Manalur Nādu.—The region lay south of the 
Amarāvati river and was centred round Manalur on 
the south bank of that river, which is inside modern 
Dhārāpuram taluk, west of Nafijai Talaiyur. 


Valuppukka Nadu.—This was a region between Kurumbu 
Nadu, in the Erode taluk, in the east, and the Sevvūr Nadu 
in the Avanasi taluk, in the west, and it corresponded 
roughly to the region of that portion of the Palladam taluk 
lying north of the Noyyal river, in between the Erode and 
Avanäsi taluks, and included also parts adjoining in the 
south of the Noyyal in the Palladam taluk. It was centred 
round Valuppur or Valippur. 
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Sevvūr Nadu.—The region round Sevvür or Sevür in the 
Avanasi taluk, lying south of Nambiyur of the Gobichetti- 
palayam taluk, and was west of Valuppukka Nadu, and 
North of the Nallaru river, a tributary to the Noyyal. It 
included within it Avanasi and Tirumuruganpundi. 


Valaiyalur Nadu, — his was the region south of the Nallaru 
river and north of the Noyyal in the Avanasi taluk, and 
included within it Karuvalur, and Valayalurpalayam, the 
centre of this division in the Avanasi taluk. 


Vella Nadu.—The region round Vellaippadi, Vellanür, in 
Vadaparisara Nadu in the east of Tudiyalur and Periya- 
nayakanpalayam Railway station, in the Coimbatore 
taluk, 


Punganikka Nādu.— A large division, and was a part of 
Vadaparisara Nadu, and included Vella, Nadu, Nirarrup- 
parru in which was Idigarai and Nalurparru Nadu in 
which were Sirkar Samakkulam, Koyilpalayam, and a 
large part of the western half of the Avanāsi taluk, 
together with the adjacent regions comprising the eastern 
quarter of the Coimbatore taluk, and also a third of the 
region north of Noyyal included in the Palladam taluk. 


Nalurparru Nadu.— Ihe region round Sirkar Šāmakkuļam 
altas Koyilpālayam or Kavayanputtūr. 


Nirarrupparru Nadu, — The region round Idigarai, north of 
Tudiyalur in the Coimbatore taluk. 


Pērūr Nadu.—A large division centred round Perur near 
Coimbatore including the regions of Vellalur, Kurichi, 
Kuniyamuttur in Coimbatore taluk, and seems to have 
included Pūluva Nadu, in which was Muttam i.e., modern 
Boļuvampatti and thus extended upto the Velliyangiri 
hills. Ten Val Nādu, the region along the road to the 
south from Coimbatore was attached to this division, and 
in this subdivision was Nachipalayam and Elur. Mula: 
Nadu was the region adjoining the hills on the borders of 
Pūluva .Nadu. 


Puluva Nadu.— Ihe region west of Pērūr, extending upto 
the Velliyangiri hills, including within it Boluvampaiti 
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(Ikkarai), Puluvanallúr, Tondamuttūr in the Coimbatore 


taluk, and was in the region of the sources of the Noyyal 
and its affluents. 


Vadaparisāra Nādu.—A vast area made up of the regions of 
the Oduvanga Nadu, Kutta Nadu, Sevur Nadu, Valaiyalur 
Nadu, Perur Nadu, Puluva Nadu, Punganikkā Nādu of 
which Vella Nādu, Nālūrparru, Nirārru parru were parts, 
and the region in which were Annür, Maruturai north of 
Naduvaficheri in the Avanāsi taluk, and Nambiyur, 
Tenkarai Koduveli, Tenkarai Niyamam, Karappadi in the 
Gobichettipalayam taluk. 

Virasola Valanadu.—Principally this included the region 
south of the Noyyal river, comprising the Vayaraikka Nadu, 
Kangaya Nadu, Thattaiyur Nadu corresponding to the 
Palladam, Dharapuram and Karür taluks and included also 
a small portion in the north of the Noyyal in which were 
Sirkar Periyapalayam, Kattangani and Kodumanal. 


Vāyaraikkā Nadu. — The region was round Palladam in the 
Palladam taluk and extended south wards up to Senjeri Puttūr 
in the southern end of this taluk, and included also the 


northern part of the Pollachi taluk around Kinattukkadavu 


and Periya Kaļandai. Vāyarai or Vayurai the centre of 
this division is identified by us with Peruvay west of 


Palladam. 


Pongalurka Nadu. —The region was made up of two parts 
North and South, and lay immediately east of Palladam of 
the Palladam taluk, and was centred round Pongalur about 
seven miles east of Palladam, and comprised large areas of 
Palladam, and Dharapuram taluks of the Coimbatore 
district, and also a small portion of the adjacent Palani 
taluk in Madurai district. 
(a) Vada Pongalurka Nādu.—The northern part of this 
division, having within it the region of Pongalūr, 
Kandiyankoyil, Avanasipalayam, Koduvay in Palladam 
taluk. 
(b) Ten Pongalūrkā Nadu,—The southern part of this 
division, lying south of the northern part, in the 
Palladam taluk, and comprising also of portions of the 
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adjacent Udumalaipēttai taluk regions round Gudi- 
mangalam, and a portion of the Dhārāpuram taluk 
including Alangiyam, Kongür, and southwards so as to 
include the northernmost part of the Palani taluk 
adjoining the Dharapuram taluk, in which were 
Kiranür and Pulariyur. | | 


Kangaya Nādu—The region centred round Kangayam in the 
Dharapuram taluk extending up to the Noyyal river, and 
upto the Valuppukka Nadu in the west, and upto the 
borders of the Dharapuram taluk in the east and reaching 
southwards upto the tributary of the Amarāvati. 


Naraiyanūr Nadu.—The region round modern Dharapuram, 
the capital city of Kongu called also Kongu Vanchi, and 
extended upto Sadayampalayam in the west, adjoining the 
Pongalurka Nadu and Kundadam in the north west. 
Perhaphs it extended upto the tributary to the Amaravati 
which was the southern limit of the Kangaya Nadu. To its 
east lay the Talayur Nadu. 


1 enkarai .Nadu.— his division lay east of Pongalurka Nadu 
and south of Kangaya Nadu, and included the region of 
Varattukkarai river beginning from Vanjipalayam and 
Kolumanguli and all the region on both sides of the 
Amaravati river including Kolinjivadi, and Kolattu- 
palayam. It adjoined Talayur Nadu. 


Talayur Nadu, — The region east of Narayanur Nadu, made 
up of the eastern parts of Dharapuram taluk and the 
adjoining part of the Karur taluk of the Tiruchirappalli 
district, extending up to the Kudavanar. Talayūr was the 
early name of modern Mudakkur in Karur taluk and 
KilaTalayur is on the south bank of Amaravati in the same 
taluk. 

Kavadikka JNadu.— The region round Pollachi and Devam- 
padi in the Pollachi taluk of the Coimbatore district, 
Nallurukkā Nadu.—The region round Nallur in tbe east of 
Anaimalai in the Pollächi taluk border, and included also 
parts of the adjoining Udumalaippettai taluk around 
Valappadi. 
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Vendaiyūrkāl Virakérala Valanadu.—A large division around 
Anaimalai in the Pollächi taluk, lying south of Pollächi, 
and was centred round Vendaiyūr which name was 


corrupted from Vandiyür, and is now Gomangalam in 
Pollāchi taluk. 


KilMutta Nadu.— The region round Muttur in the Pollachi 
taluk west of Pollachi and west of Üttukkuli. 


Karaivah Nadu.—The region on either banks of the 
Amarävati river in the Udumalaippēttai taluk extending 
upto the Nallurukka Nadu in the west, and bounded by the 
Ten Pongalūrka Nädu in the north, and was coterminous 
with the Vaikāvūr Nādu in the east, in the adjoining 
Palanı taluk. | 

Vaikavur Nadu.— Ihe region of Vaikāvūr in Palani taluk 
comprising the major part of the Paļani taluk and adjoining 
the Ten Pongalūrkā Nādu in its north, and was coterminous 
with the Karaivali Nadu in the west. It was also called 
Anda Nādu. 

Vengala Nādu.— The region round Karūr, Venjamangudalur, 
in Karūr taluk, covering a large region on both sides of 
the Amarāvati river and extended up to the Kāvēri in the 
north. 

Kilanga Nadu.— The region south of Kāvēri, in which 
were Pugaliyur, Nerur, Vettamangalam, and was a 
subdivision of Vengala Nadu. 


Idaippuludi Nadu.—A subdivision of Vengala Nadu, and 


lay in its western part, and was bounded in the west by the 


Vadakarai Maņalūr Nadu and Melkarai Araiya Nadu. 


Thattaiya Nadu.—A large area made up of parts of Karur | 
and Kulittalai taluks of the Tiruchirappalli district. It lay 
east of the Kudavanar and was bounded by the MiKodu 
Nadu of the region of Kulittalai, and extended in the 
south as far as the Ariyāvūr Ar, to the south of which was 


Vada Ko Nadu, a part of the kingdom of Irungo Vels. 


Paruttippalli Nadu.—The region round Paruttippalli in the 
Tiruchengode taluk of the 5alem District, and was adjacent 
to Sela Nadu. 
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Nādālvān Nadu.—The region included Paruttippalli Nadu, 
Kilkarai Pündurai Nadu, Eļūr Nadu and Sela Nadu. 


Sela .Nadu.— Ihe region round Salem, the taluk and 
district headquarters of the Salem district, and was also 
called Vallavarayar Nadu. 


Puvantya Nadu.—A large area divided into two parts Vada 
Puvaniya Nadu and Ten Puvaniya Nadu, and was made 
up of parts of Omalur and Tiruchengode taluks of the 
Salem district, 


(a) Vada Puvaniya Nadu.— The region round Taramangalam 
in Omalur taluk. 


(b) Ten Puvamiya Nadu.— The region round Edangansalai 
in the Tiruchengode taluk. 


Pakka Nādu.— The region was round Pakkanadu in Omalur 
taluk and adjoined the Pūvāniya Nadu west of Tāra- 
mangalam and lay south of Vanavasi of Vanchi Nadu. 


Muga: Nādu.—The region was round Pottipuram in 
Omalur taluk. 


Vellārai Nadu.—The region was round Vellarai, modern 
Vellar south of the Toppur or Veppadi river, in the 
Omalur taluk. 


Kunrattūr Chavadi.—- The region round Kunrattūr and was 
called Kunrattur parru or Kunrattur durgam. This 
Kunnattur was probably Sankaridrug in the Tiruchengode 
taluk, and the hill at Sankeri is converted into a fort with 
ten fortresses on the eastern side. 


Elur Nadu.— Ihe region round Elür in the Rasipuram 
taluk of the Salem district, in its southern borders and 
consisted of a large portion of the country extending south 
of Namakkal in the adjacent Namakkal Taluk. 


Kuttamalai Nadu.— The region of the Keddamalai northeast 
of Rasipuram in Rasipuram taluk, in the Bodamalai hill 
region, 


Tolur Nadu.—The region round Tolur on the Nāmakkal 
Mohanur road. It lay west of the Nāmakkal Mohanir 
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road, and adjoined the Tūsiyūr Nadu in the east, and 
Elur Nadu in its north,  Kilkarai Araiya Nadu was 
coterminous with it in the west. 


Kollimalai Nadu.—The large area on the top of the Kollı 
hills and was made up of more than fourteen Nadus. ft lay 


in the east of Maļa Kongam and was called Kollikkūrram 
in Sangam Age. 


Tusiyur Nadu,—The region of Tūsiyūr, in the source 
region of the Karaipottanaru in the eastern part of the 
Nāmakkal taluk of the Salem district. Tusiyur is about 
three miles east of Nāmakkal and was a great mercantile 
city in ancient days. Tūsiyūr Nadu comprised chiefly the 
valley of the Karaipottanaru from its source region and 
was coterminous with Toļūr Nādu in the west. 


Kurumbur Nadu.—The region of Kulittalai on the south 
bank of the Kāvēri, in the Kulittalai taluk, of Tiru-- 
chirappalli District. 

Adanur Nadu.-—The region round Mahadanapuram in 
Kulittalai taluk. 


Mikottu Nādu.—The region included Kulittalai, Setta- 
mangalam, Valladamangalam, old Jayangondasolapuram, 
in the Kulittalai taluk. 


Lastly we have to notice a Pattayam in which a certain 


 Ramabhadran enumerates the names of forty four Nadus as 


Under. 
(1) Karasa Nadu . (2) Mudivila Nadu 
(3) Tenkarai Nadu (4) Pundurai Nadu 
(5) Kangaya Nadu (6) Nasaiyanūrkkā Nadu 
(7) Aru Nadu (8) Kavadikka Nadu 
(9) Anda Nadu (10) Pongalūrkkā Nadu 
(11) Araiya Nadu (12) Kuruppu Nadu 
(13) Kanchikkoil Nadu (14) Pari Oduvangala Nadu 
(15) Nanrurkka Nadu (16) Nannavala Nadu 
(17) Vadakarai Nadu (18) Pērūr Nadu 


(19) Vadaparisai Aru Nadu (20) Virasolapura Nadu 


(21) Vandikkottai Nadu (22) Veñgala Nadu 
(23) Kudappusa Nadu (24) Kilangu Nadu 
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(25) Thattaya Nadu (26) Manal Nādu 
(27) Vadakarai Nādu (28) Vayyāpuri Nādu 
(29) Ānaimalai Nādu (30) Karaiya Nādu 
(31) Naraiya Nādu (32) Eļukarai Nādu 
(33) Morur Nadu (34) Talaiya Nadu 


(35) Puramudiya Nadu (36) Nallūrkka Nadu 
(37) Idaippicchi Nadu (38) Valaivandi Nadu 


(39) Sevvala Nadu (40) Surrelundur Nadu 
(41) Paruttippalli Nadu (42) Pundai Nadu 
(43) Padivala Nadu (44) Kunrai Nadu 


ihe total is only forty two, for Vadakarai Nadu and 
Nallurkka Nadu are repeated, the latter spelt as Nanrur and 
Nallūr. Of these forty two, Oduvanga Nadu 1s specified as Pari 
Oduvangala Nadu, Vadaparisara Nadu is spelt as Vadaparisai 
Āru Nadu, Naraiya Nadu stands for Naraiyanür Nadu, Pūndai 
Nadu stands for Pūvāniya Nadu, Virasolapura Nadu for Virasola 
Valanadu, Karaiya Nadu stands for Karaivah Nadu, and 
Kunrai Nadu stands for Kunrattur Nadu. Among the rest the 
new names given are, Karasa Nadu, Mudivila Nadu, Nasaiya- 
nurkka Nadu, Kudappusa Nadu, Elukarai Nadu, Morur Nadu, 
Puramudiya Nadu, Sevvala Nadu, Surreļundūr Nadu, and 
Padivala Nadu. The names of Vanchi Nadu, Tiruvayppadi 
Nadu, Varakka Nadu, Puluva Nadu, Vella Nadu, Punganikka 
Nadu, Valayalur Nadu, Sela Nadu, Rasipura Nadu, Elur Nadu, 
Tolur Nadu, Tusiyur Nadu, Kollimalaı Nadu, are all omitted. 


CAPITAL CITIES OF KONGU 


The Kongu chronicle Kongudesa Rajakkal mentions an 
early capital of Kongudesa, by name Skandapura, in the period 
of the rule of the Ratti kings. As in this work itself, the author 
refers to Talavanapura as the capital city of Karnatakadesa, 
and the Gangas who succeeded the Ratti kings as rulers of 
Kongudesa, and ruled both the dominions i.e., the Ganga Nadu 
or Karnätakadesa and Kongudēsa, it is clear that Skanda- 
pura the capital of Kongu was different from Talavanapura or 
Talakad. These Ratti kings were rulers of Kongu from the 
second century A.D. according to the chronicle, and hence 
Skandapura was an ancient capital city. One of the grants of 
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the last of this line of rulers over Kongu, discloses the facts that 
there was a temple of Siva not far from the capital and that in 
all likelihood in its vicinity were large fertile fields. The same 
chronicle says that twelve villages surrounding Skandapura, 
were in charge of the Ganga general Sripurusha Raja, who had 
won many victories against enemies stationing himself at this 
capital. This account reveals that it was a strongly fortified 
city. There is no gainsaying that this Skandapura was different 
from Karūr which was also an ancient fortified city of capital 
importance, mentioned in Tamil Sangam works, and by Ptolemy 
the Greak geographer as the residence of a royal family. 


The foreigners reference of the second century A.D. 
mentions Karoura i.e., Karūr as the royal seat of Cerobothras 
i.e., Cheraputras. This is amply confirmed by the Tamil work 
Padirruppattu and the Brahmi inscriptions at Pugalur, when 
they relate about the rule of the Irumporai family, a branch of 
the Ghēras, over this part of Kongu. It is interesting to note 
that one of the Brahmi epigraphs mentions Karur, Ptolemy, 
who, like the poets of the Sangam Age, mentions the capital as 
Karūr only. The location of Karur on the Amaravati river, in 
the eastern frontier of the Kongu Nadu, away from the major 
part of the ancient Kongu, and the lack of any evidence of the 
Ganga rule over this part, plainly indicates that Karūr is not 
identical with, but different from, Skandapura, the early capital 
of the early rulers of ancient Kongu. 


Kangayam and Dharapuram are the places with which this 
early capital city of Skandapura has been sought to be identified, 
'The former name is a colloquial form of Gangeyam, the shortened 
form of Gangeyapura, meaning the city of Gangeya i.e., Skanda, 
and it was in close proximity to the Padiyur beryl mines, which 
brought in a roaring wealth of foreign trade. Besides, the local 
temple is supposed to be an ancient one and is dedicated to 
Subrahmanya i.e., Skanda. Dhārāpuram has ruins of old forts 
while Kangayam is entirely without any. Discoveries of Roman 
coins in large hoards have been found at Dharapuram, and the 
name of the place itself has been sought to be derived from one 
who was death to Dāruka the demon, i.e., Skanda. This 
is a far fetched idea for inscriptions reveal that it was called 
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Rājarājapuram and Dhārāpuram is a corruption of that name, 
It was a capital of Kongu no doubt, but only in later days. 
Thus this Dhārāpuram is not identical with the early capital 
city Skandapura. | | 


Inscriptions of Parantaka, the son and successor of Aditya 
who conquered Kongu and annexed it, reveal the existence of 
Parantakapuram in Kongu Nadu,! and Kongu was renamed as 
Virasolamandalam after the Chola’s surname. One of the 
epigraphs of Tribhuvanachakravarti Konerinmaikondan from 
Konapuram in Dharapuram taluk mentions Parantakapuram 
alias Rājarājapuram.? Thus Rajarajapuram being the name 
from which Dharapuram is a corruption, like Rajarajesvaram 
becoming Darasuram, the identity of Parantakapuram with 
Dharapuram is assured and so Parantakapuram was its earlier 
name. An inscription of A.D. 1203 calls this place as Kongu 
Vafichi or Vilatapuram?, and this place was situated in 
Narayanur Nadu. This name of Vañchi of Kongu for Dhara- 
puram is indicative of it being different from the Chera’s 
Vanchi i.e., Vanchi, the capital of the Chera country. This 
name Vafichi for Dharapuram does not find mention earlier 
than A.D. 1203. These facts show clearly that Kongu Vañchi or 
Dhārāpuram was the capital of Kongu in A.D. 1203. But for 
how long before that date it held that position is unknown. The 
goddess of the place was significantly called Vanchiyamman. 


While Dharapuram was in Naraiyanür Nadu, Kongur was 
in Pongalūrkā Nadu, in whose southern part it was situated 
being ten miles away from Dhäräpuram in the southern 
direction, This place Kongur* though meant “the city of Kongu,’ 
could not have been any place of importance in order to identify 
it with the early capital Skandapura, It is significantly without 
any antiquarian vestiges, having been only an ordinary village 
of Kongu. 





1. 296/11 Maduarikonda Parakésari i.e., Parantaka I, 14th yr.; 
Te, Ins. T1074. 

pi) IR) PAV 

3. 146/20. 

4, There is another Kongūr in the northern part of the 
Coimbatore district. 
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A verse in Kongumandala Sadagam refers to Poyyamolip- 
pulavar Tiruttakkadēvar the reputed author of Jivakachintamani, 
one of the five Tamil Kavyas, and he is said to have been 
patronised by a Ganga king. This poet is described as 
Tiruttagumamuni of blemishless fame (Poyyamoli pugal) hailing 
from the great Vafichi (vanperu Vanchi), Whether this Vafichi or 
PeruVafichi of mighty stronghold was the same as Kongu 
Vanchi is however not clear, 


Vanperu Vafichi-pPoyyamoli pugal 

Tiruttaguma muni 
It deserves to note that this passage on which all reasoning 
about his patron and the poet is based is however devoid of any 
reference to the patron king. Vanperu Vanchi refers to the 
fortified great Vafichi, and Poyyamoli pugal refers to the fame 
of the poet as one who uttered truth always. The name 
liruttagumamuni reveals that he was a great sage otherwise 
known as Tiruttakkadevar. Vanperu Vaūchi can certainly be 
taken as the well fortified city Vafichi and therefore may be 
equated with Kongu Vanchi or Dharapuram. 


It requires to be said that not a single reference to the 
early capital of Kongu is found in Tamil Sangam works. But 
from a consideration of the accounts of the capital city of 
Skandapura, the capital of Kongudesa, found in the Kongu 
chronicle, it looks as though the name Skandapura must have 
been a Sanskrit rendering of some corresponding Tamil name. 
If this could be granted, and we see no reason against this, we 
are obliged to locate the site of Skandapura as the same as the 
place of the ancient Tirumuruganpundi. 

Sundara's Dēvāram reveals that Tirumuruganpundi was a 
great city Managar populated by Vadugar and Vedas, who 
were the early people of Kongu. 

Kodugu venchilai Vaduga Veduvar 

Murugu nariya Vadugar val Muruganpundi, 

a Managar full of Mullai flowers 

pala vedar val Muruganpundi Managar, 

veduvar Kürai kollum Muruganpundi Managar. 

mundi vànavar tam tolu Muruganpundi Managar. 
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The god at the place is called Muruganātha or Murugāvudaiyār 
and the shrine was a very ancient one with many festivals and 
dances. Sundara hints that the place was one where the 
Vanavar i.e., the Cheras had worshipped in former times. 


The Tiruppugal song on this place, makes it a royal city or 
the city of the king of Kongu (Kongu Rajapuram). 

Konganadidaraveru Konginodu sugittiru 

Kongin Viraganapriya Kumara Por 

Konkulavu kurakkod: kongaiye taluvichcheri 

Kongu Rajapuratturai Perumale. 


This great city or royal city of Kongu, is on the bank 
of the Nallaru river, and is only five miles distant from 
Tiruppur. Inscriptions referring to this place mention also a big 
mud fort (Perityamankottai) which may be the one near Periya- 
palayam, one and a half miles north of Tirumuruganpündi, 
The great ancient royal city must have been large enough to 
have extended up to the Noyyal, including the northern parts of 
Tiruppur. 


The suffixes Púndi, Tali, Palayam, and Ur meant only the 
place of the village, shrine, extension, and city. Tirumurugan- 
pūndi is close to Tiruppūr, the prefix Tiru clearly indicative of 
the sacredness of the ancient spots. The abode of Skanda at 
the former, the location of the Siva shrine at Kurakkuttali, in 
proximity to Sirkar Periyapalayam, the region of the Vishnu 
temple being specified as Mukandanūr, and the village on the 
bank of the large tank near it as Kolattupalayam, and the big 
extention as Periyapalayam having the prefix Sirkar indicative 
of its having been the administrative compass—all these clearly 
attest to the areas in which were Tiruppur, Tirumuruganpundi, 
Kurakkuttali, Mukandanur, in the north of Noyyal, with a big 
tank close to the Siva temple, as having been in an extensive city 
of large dimensions, The attestation of the Dēvāram hymns that 
Tirumurganpündi was a great city Managar is thus amply borne 
out. The description of it as a royal city of Kongu or the city of 
Kongu Raja, by the author of the Tiruppugal is only in full 
conformity with all the facts. 





1. 252/V. 
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The details given in the Kongu chronicle show that among 
the earliest rulers of Kongudēsa, ruling from Skandapura in 
Kongu, one was a Kalā Vallavarayan who made gifts of land in 
the town called Bomasāma in the Kulastha district, to a Jain 
priest called Arichchanna for the maintenance of a Jain temple, 
Konganivarma Basati, and the worship of the Jainiyadevata ; 
and another king Tiruvikrama, who was at first a Jain, became 
later a convert to Saivism, and he made a large gift of land of 
the sowing capacity of five hundred kaņdugams to his guru named 
Narasimha Bhatta of the Bharadvāja gotra, for the temple of 
Šiva in the vicinity of the Kongu capital, Skandapura. Among 
the Ganga rulers of Kongu who succeeded them, the first 
Konganivarmarāja was enthroned at Skandapura as also another 
of his successors Harivarma. Raja Govinda is said to have been 
living at Mukandapattana, and his brother Sivamara who was 
enthroned at Talavanapura lived at the same place. One of his 
successors was named Gunaluttama who was enthroned at 
Talavanapura, and his younger brother Madhava dethroned him 
and kept him prisoner at Skandapura. 


The above facts reveal that not only Skandapura was the 
capital city where some kings were enthroned, but Mukanda- 
pattana was the part where the royal residence was, besides the 
location of Siva shrine in the vicinity of the capital Skandapura, 
as also the existence of Jaina Basati named after the first Gaņga 
king of Kongu, Konganivarma, in the neighbourhood. It will be 
easy for anyone to recognise the Siva temple as the ancient 
Tirumuruganpundi of Devaram fame, and the Mukandapattana 
with Mukandanūr mentioned in epigraphs, while referring to 
the Vishnu shrine at Sirkar Periyapalayam. Sirkar Periyapalayam 
was thus the site of the Pattana part of Mukandanur, and 
hence the ancient name was Mukandapattana. Kongumandala 
Sadagam calls the place as Mukundai, just like Sankara 
mangalam is called Sankaramangai, and Kudamūkku is called 
Kudandai. We are tbus led to believe the great certainty of the 
identity of the very early capital of Kongudesa, Skandapura with 
modern Tirumuruganpündi. This place, Mukundanur and the 
northern part of Tiruppur, above the river Noyyal, all put 
together made up a large capital city on the north bank of the 
Noyyal. The identity of the Konganivarma Jinalaya or Basati 
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may be easily made by locating it at Bastipuram in the north of 
Vijayamangalam in proximity to Sināpuram or Jinapuram, the 
city of the Jains, about twenty miles north east of the Kurak- 
kuttali and Mukandanur. 


From what has been said above, there had been three 
cities of capital importance in ancient Kongu, one named 
Skandapura, which we  equate with Tirumuruganpündi, 
another called Parantakapuram alias Rajarajapuram or Kongu 
Vanchi 1.e., modern Dharapuram, and the third was Karur alias 
Vanchimanagaram, the royal seat of Chēraputras 1.e., Irumporai 
family of the Chēras. Besides these, there was yet another city 
of capital importance and this lay in the region east of the 
Kāvēri river. 

Jnana Sambandar in his Devaram hymn on Tiruchengodu 
describes the place as ‘ Kodimadachchengunrur’ i.e., Sengunrür 
the city of terraced buildings with flags atop. Sekkilar, making a 
detailed reference to this saint's visit to the place, describes the 
city as Konagar, the royal city and * Áodimadachchengunrur ” with 
a high fortress. 


“Kondal payil nedum purisaikkodimädachchengunrür ’ 

"Ak Konagaril inid-amarndar ’ 
Inscriptions also mention the Kunrattur durgam, evidently 
referring to the fortress at Kunrattūr, which place is a reference 
to Sankaridrug closeby. It was a place of strategic importance. 
liruchengodu was not only a place of pilgrimage but was also a 
royal city “Ko Nagar’ in this part of Kongu. This, with the 
description of Vallavaraiyar Nadu and Nadalvan Nadu applied 
to this part of Kongu, the Salem district, appears to indicate 
that Tiruchengodu was a capital city of the regional rulers, 
Nadalvars. Sankaridrug was their fort, There are many forts 
and Morür was nearby and it had a royal prison, according to a 
verse in the Kongumandala Sadagam. This work also refers to a 
Sangam at Tiruchengodu, where the poets of Kongu met ( Kongu 
pulavar sengam kūdum Tiruchengodu’). And this in a way testifies to 
the cultural centre in the capital city. We may favourably 
compare the name Kalavallabha of an early king of Kongu, and 
the term Vallavarayar which denoted the rulers of this region, 
the eastern part of Kongu. 
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. Before leaving the question of the capital cities of Kongu 
and Vanchi by which name, as we have shown above, there 
were at least two cities, we have to note a passage in the larger 
Sinnamannür copper plates of the Pändiya king Rajasimha, the 
son of Parāntaka Viranarayana Sadaiyan, where it refers to a 
Vañchi, where the Pandiya had a resounding victory over the 
defending warriors, 


** Punar Ponni vadakaraiyir Polil sul madil Vanchi 
kanarpada vilittedirnda virar kavandamādak kan sivandum”” 


There is no definiteness as to who.the enemy was, but the 
certainty of Vañchi with a rampart surrounded by groves, 
situated on the north bank of the Ponni i.e., Kaveri, shows 
pointedly that this capital city was only in the region of the 
Ganga or the Kongu countries, within which the Ponni or the 
Kaveri flowed, before entering into the Chola country. The Chola 
country has to be left out of consideration as in the preceding 
lines the Pandiya king's conquest of the Tafijaiyarkon and the lord 
of Kodumbaimanagar has been described in detail. There are 
only two regions where the northern bank of Ponni or Kaveri 
could find suitable place. One is in the region of the Namakkal 
taluk where the Kaveri flows west to east for a distance in the 
Kongu country and the other is in the region of the Talakad of 
the Gangas. If it be a reference to the Kongu country, as it seems 
very likely, this Vafichi, a fortified capital city on the north 
bank of the Kāvēri, has only to be located in the Nāmakkal 
taluk. Since the location is ‘vadakaraiyil’ and not * vadakkal ”, 
this Vafichi must be only on the north bank of the river and not 
anywhere north of the stream. The fact that the temple at 
Nafijai Idayār near Vēlūr, is called Tiruv=eyilvayıl=udaiyar, 
shows pointedly that this place of the temple at Nanjai Idayar 
was at the entrance of the fortification of the city closeby 
(eyilvayıl). Therefore there must have been a well fortified city at 
Velür which is on the north bank of the Ponni or Kāvēri. And 
this leads us to identify the madil Vañchi on the north bank of 
Ponni and surrounded by groves ( polilsul), now full of Nanjaı 
cultivated lands, with Velür near Nanjai Idayar. 


| Here we may consider fittingly a Vanchivalı mentioned in an 
epigraph at Srirangam, Vañchivali is a road (Vali) mentioned as 
9 
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a boundary of a gift land, and has no reference to the Peruvali 
or High Road that led from the Chola capital to the Kongu, 
Kongapperuvali, and further it has also no reference to the 
Peruvali or High Road that led up to Karur, for that road 
was a Peruvali and was known as Nattupperuvali as revealed 
by other inscriptions. Hence we have to conclude that this 
road (val) was an important line of communication from 
Srīrangam leading up to Vañchi, since we have, as shown 
above, pointed reference to Vanchi as a fortified city situated 
on the north bank of the Kaveri, in the portion of the country 
immediately west of Srirangam, the region of the two parts of 
Musiri and Namakkal taluks bordered by Kaveri, and pin 
pointed by the reference to it as laying on the north bank 
of Ponni i.e., Kāvēri in the region of the Salem district. As 
such we may rest assured that Vanchi mentioned in the Pandiyan 
copper plate, located by us as Velur on the north bank of the 
Kāvēri in the Mala Kongam part, is the Vanchi place of 
destination indicated by the Vaūchivaļi from Srirangam. A road 
linked up Velür with Srirahgam and this is now represented by 
the one passing through Nanjai Idayar, Ariyur, Mohanur, 
Thottiyam and Musiri. Thus it becomes plain that it is Vanchi 
the fortificd city on the north bank of the Kaveri, to which the 
Vafichivali led up from Srirangam, and this Vafichi is the 
same as Velur near Nanjai Idayar in the Namakkal taluk, as 
shown by us, We may end this chapter by drawing attention to 
the fact that there was a division called Vanchi Nadu in Kongu, 
which comprised the northern part of the Bhavani taluk and a 
small portion east of Kaveri in the adjacent Omalur taluk, and 
that the centre of this division was a Vanchi. This place was 
the headquarters of the Vañchi Nadu but was not a city of 
capital importauce. It is not possible to trace the location of 
the same in the above region for want of details about the 
place, though the other places inside this division are found. 


HIGH ROADS CONNECTING KONGU WITH 
NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES 


In Tamil Neri denoted Vali or road, while Perwali is the 
term found used for High Road. References to Peruvali or High 
Roads are found in Tamil Sangam works, like Perumbanarrup- 
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padai, Paripadal, Mullaittinai, Aganānūru! etc, The reference in 
the Perumbānārruppadai indicates the travel of merchants with 
their trade loads on back of herds of asses, and that on the High 
Roads were Tax Check posts which were guarded by bowmen. 
Punarapporai tangiya vaduval nonburat 
tanarchchevik kaludaich chattodu valangum 
ulgudaip-peruvali kavalai kakkum 
. villudai vaippin. 


That there were High Roads leading to Kongu from the 
Chola, Pandiya, and Chera countries may be easily inferred from 
the detailed itineraries of Devaram hymnists found mentioned in 
great detail in the Periyapuranam of Sekkilär, Mention is made 
in the Peripadal of a High Road (Peruvali) linking Madurai, 
Tirupparankunram, while roads linking the capital cities of 
Pukar, Uraiyür in the Chola country with Madurai are graphi- 
cally described in Silappadigāram. This was called Madurai 
Peruvali. That the Kongu country was also linked with the 
Ganga country of Mahishamandalam or Gangavadi is vouch- 
safed to us by the fact that among the early rulers of Kongudesa 
were the Gangas, who had for their capital Talavanapura or 
Talakād on the bank of the Kāvēri in the northern border of 
Kongu. One of the routes passed through the Gajalhatti pass, 
another from Satyamangalam via Banari, Dimbam, Hāssanūr, 
while a third linked the Hadi Nādu part of the Ganga Nadu, 
passing through Kollegal, Mullur, Tagarapura and then led 
further north to Maisūr or Erumaiyūr, the capital of Erumaiyuran 
of Tamil Sangam days. The High Road from Perur and Kovan- 
puttür (Coimbatore) lay inside Vadaparisara Nadu and ran past 
Manniyür (Annür), Nallür, Ukkiram, Vinnappalli and reached 
Satyamangalam from where it proceeded northwards into the 
Ganga country. High Roads linked the Pandiya country with 
Kongu by way of Palani or Vaikavur, Kolumam, Dharapuram, 
leading up to Karür on the one side and on the other linking 
with the Chēra country by way of the passes in the western 
ghats to which we shall refer below. 

l. A 64 talavuppiniyavilndatanpadap peruvali 

A 74 vinaivalampadutta venriyodu magil sirandu ......... 
peruvaļi marungir. 
A 154 kādukavinperra tanpadap peruvali. 
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High Roads:and Trunk Roads which are mentioned. in 
inscriptions throw a welcome light on the history and existence 
of transport and communication systems, and other facilities of 
commerce and intercourse between the neighbouring countries. 
They were not only useful internally in the pursuit of commer- 
cial, religious and administrative interests, but they also served 
in the military exploits of valorous kings and chieftains. 

The trunk road that led to Kongu was called AongapPeruvalı, 
or KonganPeruvali, and this passed through or near Tiruvānaik- 
kaval and Srirangam in the Chola country. This is found 
mentioned in a record of the early Chola king Parantaka I. We 
may easily identify the KongapPeruvali with the Trunk Road 
which proceeded from Pērūr and Kovanputtur (Coimbatore), 
and passing through Süralür, Palladam, Kangayam, Karur and 
Kulittalai reached Srirahgam near Tiruchirappalli and Koli or 
Uraiyür, the early Chola capital, and then proceeded further to 
Tanjavur the later day Chola Capital city. Many of the impor- 
tant places of Kongu, as well as the capital cities like Karūr, 
Uraiyür and Tanjavür were on this road. Viranarayanan Peruvali 
mentioned in a record at Chennimalai is a reference to the 
Kangayam Erode road, that linked up Erode and Bhavāni 
(Tirunana) with Dharapuram. Recently a Vatteļuttu epigraph 
has been discovered with a High Road marking called Rajakésari 
Peruvali found at Sundakkamuttur in the Perur Nadu. This High 
Road lying between the Ayyaswamimalai and the Dharmalinga- 
malai, 1s about thirty feet broad, and linked up Kongu with 
Malaimandalam or Kerala country, proceeding from Perur, the 
centre of Perur Nadu. This road was joined by a road connect- 
ing the adjacent Puluva Nadu, passing through Puluvappatti, 
Alandurai, and Muttukkulam, in the western region adjoining 
the Velliyangiri hill forest area. This Rajakesari Paruvali was 
named after king Rajakesari who was the lord of Koh (Uraiyur) 
and the prosperous Kaviri Nadu, and he was named Kokkandan.? 


1. 281/11, 433/IV. 


2. The record on a slab at the Rājakēšari Peruvaļi is in Tamil 
verse and reads: 


Tirunilalu mannuyiruñ chirandamaiya 
Oru nilal ventingal polongi—orunilal pol 
vāliyar Kochcholan valanKavirtNadan 


Koliyar Kokkandan Ko. 
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He is in all probability identical with Āditya, the king Rāja- 
kēsarivarman alias Kokkandan, as explicity mentioned in his 
Tillasthanam record, and he was the Chola who conquered the 
Kongu Nadu and annexed it, | 


The early association of the Chera kings with the region of 
the Pūluva Nadu, is revealed by the inscriptions of Boluvam- 
patti, whose other name was Muttam alias Ravivarma 
Chaturvedimangalm and Amarabhuyankara Nallur. References 
to the gifts of the early Chera kings are found in the epigraphs 
in the TiruNagesvara temple at this place. 


Before leaving the KongapPcruvaļi, we may notice a 
reference found in an inscription at Perür which mentions 
another road named Kongakulavalli Vadi.! The description of it 
as a boundary of land in Nāchchinallūr near Kovanputtur 
(Coimbatore) i.e., Modern Nachchipalayam south of Madukkarai, 
shows clearly that Kongakulavalli Vadi is a reference to the 
road that led from Coimbatore to Pollächi via Ottakkal- 
mandapam. This Kongakulavalli Vadi was the link road with 
KongapPeruvaļi, and which touched Nāchchipaļayam near 
Madukkarai, from where one could travel to Pālakkādu in 
Kērala on the one side and on the other to Polilvaychchi 
(Pollachi) and further on to Kolumam and beyond to the Anda 
Nadu or Palani region. This road also facilitated connection 
through the passes in the region of Aliyar on the Anamalais in 
the Mutta Nadu area leading into the Malaimandalam or the 
Chēra country, and the existence of Thavalams on either side 
fully confirms this. 


Another of the Highways found mentioned in a record is 
called NāttupPeruvaļi, which as its name shows was the Chief 
High Road of the Country or District, This was in the region of 
the ancient capital city Karur alias Tiru Anilai, as it is found 
noticed in an epigraph of Rajendra, as a boundary of 
Gaņapatinallūr. A prominent road called Rajamahendra Vadi” 
was linked to it from the south. This link road refers to the 
modern Dindugal Karūr road, reaching upto Tandoni in the 
south of Karür on the opposite bank i.e., south of the Amaravati 
river. The High Road Nattupperuvali is thus a reference to the 
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Karūr Tiruchirappalli road, linking up the Kongu Nādu with 
Uraiyūr or Koh. 


Still another High Road called KaritturaipPeruvali,! is found 
noted in records of Konerinmaikondan Virarajendra and 
Kulottunga III, and this figures as the boundary of Andanur 
alias Virasolanallür, called also Andanur. Āndanūr is Andan- 
koyil about four miles west of Karur. This High Road seems 
therefore to refer to the Karür Dhārāpuram road, by which 
Karaitturai i.e., Karattolu is reached by proceeding south of 
Dhirapuram to Daļavāypattinam, and then westwards to 
Karattolu on the road to Udumalaippēttai. 


Another High Road was the one that proceeded from the 
Kongu Nādu connecting the Pandiya country passing through 
Dhārāpuram alias Kongu Vafichi, Kiranür of Pongalurka Nadu, 
and Palani Nagar of Vaikavur Nadu or Anda Nadu. This is 
referred to by the term MelaipPeruvali at Kiranür, as it ran in the 
west of Kiranur.? 


The next High Road which lay in South Kongu, was the 
road called Kolumattirku-ppora Peruvali? starting from Paļani. This 
refers to the High Road which passed through Kalayamuttur, 
Velür, Pappampatti south of Aivarmalai and reached Kolumam 
of the Karaivali Nadu, of the Amaravati region of Kongu in the 
Udumalaippēttai taluk. As Rettayambadi is west of Pappam- 
patti, the AsuramalaipPeruvali mentioned as a northern boundary 
of Irattaiyampadi in Vaikavur Nadu, is evidently a reference 
to that part of the road Kolumattirkuppora Peruvaļi which 
passed by Pāppampatti. Thus Asuramalai is probably another 
name of Aivarmalai north of Rattayambadi in Palani taluk and 
east of Kolumam.  Panrimalaikku valikku terkut noticed as a 
boundary of Ravimangalam near Palani, shows that a road from 
Palani led to Panrimalai south of Paļani. Kolumattirkuppora 
Peruvali reached Kolumam, from where after crossing the 
Amarāvati, Komaralingam or Tiruvalandurai on the opposite 
bank was reached. Communication was maintained with 
Malaimandalam by a Highway from there, through Nallurukka 
Nadu, in which were Udumalaippettai, Pulankinar, Andiyur, 
and then through Kavadikka Nadu in which was Polilvaychchi 
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(Polļāchi) and finally bifurcated in two ways going through the 
Kil Mutta Nadu and getting entrance into the Chera country. 
This Kolumam High Road was also called Sēranaimenkonda Salan 
Peruvali', after the conquest of the Chéra by the Chola, and it 
is noted among the boundaries of a gift land at Kolumam, This 
Chola was called KolumamKonda Chola in another record. 
Kolumam was significantly called Sangrāmanallūr, the village 
where the battle was fought. SölamädevipPeruvali is the name of 
the road that linked Karattolu and Kolumam passing through 
Kaniyur, Solamadévi, Kannadiputttr and Komaralingam. 


The internal road which, passing by the side of Tenmalai, 
connected the Talayūr Nadu and Kolinjivadi near Dharapuram, 
the capital city of Kongu in Narayanūr Nadu, is found 
mentioned in an epigraph.? This may be identified with the 
road that runs from Dharapuram to Karūr passing through 
Kolifijivadi, Mūlanūr, Kannivadi, Nañjaikkalpalayam, and 
Chinna Dharapuram, and the places Kannivadi, Nanjaikkal 
Palayam and Mülanür were in Talayur Nadu. This section of 
the High Road from Dhārāpuram and Kolifijivādi proceeding 
eastwards was called PālapPeruvaļi.* 


As we have noted while discussing the location of the 
village Perumpulaikarai, renamed Sundara  Pandiyanallur, 
according to the boundaries given in the epigraph mentioning it, 
the Highway used by Erralürar (Erralurar nadanda Peruvalt) 
which was one of its boundaries, is identical with the High Road 
from Tiruppur to Kangayam. 

Kūdu Nadu or Kottu Nadu was the name of a division in the 
end of the Kongu country and it was made up of two parts, the 
western part being called MiKottu Nadu, in which was Kulittalai 
which was a limit of the Kongu country ( Kulittalaiyalavum Kongu). 
The name of the division is significant and is probably due to 
the location of this in the Kodu or corner of the kingdoms and 
because it lay on the border of mud embankment continuing 
southwards the line of boundary marked by the Karaipottanaru. 
This Mikottu Nadu was a large division having within it not 
only Kulittalai but also Mahādānapuram, old Jayangondasola- 
puram, Vallam etc. It was a major division of Thattaya Nādu 
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which was a very large district extending from Tirumukkūdal 
region in the north of Amarāvati in Karúr taluk, to the south of 
Tógaimalai in the Kulittalai taluk, so as to include Mullipadi, 
and comprised large areas of Karūr and Kulittalaı taluks, 
including the important places of Togaimalai, Nagarur, Ratna- 
giri etc., and in the east of it, it reached up to Kuļittalai 
including the division round it as noted above. 


Purattukkoyil and Poygai of Vada Ko Nadu, lay on its 
southern border, in the region of Manapparai and this part of 
Ko Nadu contiguous to Kongu, was linked up by the Highway 
called Adan Peruvali mentioned as a boundary of a land gifted to 
the Ratnagiri temple. This High Road is a reference to the High 
Road which passing by Manapparai runs northwards through 
the important places of Togaimalai, Nagarur, Ratnagiri, Satya- 
mangalam, and then on to Kulittalai, and branching westwards 
through Vallam and Mahadanapuram proceeded by Sittalaivay 
and Manavāsi to reach Karur. This High Road was called 
Adan Peruvali as it passed through Adanur and Mahadanapuram 
of the Adanür Nadu. 


Tiruchchengunrür, one of the ancient sacred places of 
Kongu, which is modern Tiruchengodu, was also a royal city as 
testified by Sekkilar, and was in the eastern part of Kongu, 
situated in the east of Kaveri. It was the headquarters of a 
division named after it, as noted in a record of Rajakesari, and 
was on the High Road that linked Avanasi and Pērūr in the 
western part of Kongu, with Salem of Sela Nadu. This High 
Road from  Avanasi passed through Perumpalanallür 1.e., 
Perumanallür of Perumpalana Nadu, Vijayamangalam, Perun- 
durai and Irodu, and running through Kilkarai Perundurai 
Nadu, passed by Tiruchengodu, Kumaramangalam and Pulla- 
nattam, Karumänür, Kullanattam of. Paruttippaļļi Nadu, 
reached the Rājāsrayapuram city i.e., Rāsipuram, and 
proceeded northwards to Salem in Sela Nādu. From Salem this 
road passed through Omalūr and Toppür to link with the 
Adigaman Nadu, north of the Toppür or Veppädi river by way 
of the Adiyaman Peruvali', which passed through Adamankottai 
and Tagadur or Dharmapuri. Another road from Tiruchengodu 
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importance, called also as Skandapura. Thus by Mastanour, 
Ptolemy denoted the great capital city of Pundi Mā Nagar. 


The name of the third, Kourellor, is a foreigner’s pronun- 
ciation of Kuruvellodu (Cf. Kori for Kodi), and may be a 
reference to Vellodu of Pundurai Nadu, west of Kanakapuram 
and Aval Pūndurai. Kuru Vellodu might be the great Vellodu. 
Vellodu was a very large city of capital importance in 
Pūndurai Nadu, made up of Vadamugam Vellodu and Ten- 
mugam Vellödu, in the Erode taluk. 


Pounnata where is beryl is Pongalür Nadu, also well known 
as Ponkulukki Nadu, and simply Ponnadu. That a measure 
called Ponnadu Nali was current in these regions is revealed 
from an inscription of Arasampalayam which is the old 
Pattaliyur,! a mercantile city. Padiyur, west of it, had a beryl 
mine fully exploited. Even in modern days, fields in Pongalur 
when ploughed throw up beryl stones, Ponkalur, the centre of 
this Nadu, clearly signified the city (ur) where precious stones 
(Ponkal) are found. Pounnata where is beryl mentioned by 
Ptolemy may thus be equated with Ponnadu, the other name of 
Ponkulukki Nadu, a large region, which was made up of two 
parts, the north and the south, and which comprised of parts of 
Palladam, Dharapuram, and Palani taluks, The region of beryls 
extended from Ponkalur in Palladam taluk to Padiyur, and 
Pattaliyur (Arasampalayam) west of Kangayam in Dharapuram 
taluk, in the South of Noyyal. 


Aloe, the next city of importance, noted by Ptolemy may 
be equated with Alambadi, north of Kangayam, in Dharapuram 
taluk. It was a city of importance ; a cattle-fair of a special breed 
of cattle is a regular feature, and was also a commercial centre, 


Karoura, the royal seat of the Cheraputras, is Karuvur, 
modern Karūr, the ancient city of capital importance, on the 
bank of the Amaravati river, in the Karur taluk. 


lhe places Arembour, Bidaris, pantipolis, Adarima and 
Koreour, remain to be traced, 





l. Crystals of quartz are sometimes coloured, deep amythyst 
and when not thick are of rich purple or violet. These amythysts 
are found chiefly near Kangayam in the village of Pattali usually. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL NOMENCLATURE AND STUDY OF 
TOPONYMS OR PLACE NAMES IN THE KONGU COUNTRY 


We may attempt, though briefly, a study of the geographical 
terms and names and also the scrutiny of some peculiar forms of 
place names. 


The Kāvēri river which after a long journey eastwards 
in the Ganga country, sweeps down southwards in the part 
east of the Madesvaranmalai, and receiving the Pālār in the 
northern part of Kongu Nādu adjoining the Hadi Nādu of 
the Koļļegal area, travels eastwards for a distance past 
Kāvēripuram and reaches Tirumangalam when the combined 
waters of the Pālār and the Toppur rivers of the southern part 
of the Adigamān's country mixes with it. From Tirumangalam 
the Kāvēri flows in a southern direction for nearly thirty five 
miles receiving at Kāvērippatti on its way the waters of the 
Sarabanga Nadi of the eastern half of Kongu in the Salem 
district, and then uniting with the big river Vani, at Bhavani, 
flows for twenty miles from then on in a southeastern direction, 
past Irödu, and runs southwards east of Pasur upto Kodumudi at 
which place it is deflected to take a directly easterly course to 
flow on up to the rock at Tiruchirāppalli. The divisions on 
either sides of this southerly course of the Kaveri were fittingly 
delineated as Melkarai and Kilkarat parts. There is one important 
reason for the deflection of the north to south course of the 
Kaveri, to one of west to east flow. The region south of the 
Vani or Bhavani river and west of Kaveri, made up of the 
modern Erode taluk, is a gentle undulating plain, sloping 
towards the Kaveri, broken by a slight ridge with the peaks of 
Arasannamalai, Chennimalai, Arachalūr and Elumattur hills, 
and this high ground is centred in the south of Eļumāttur from 
Arachalür to  Yettimalai hill about three miles west of 
Kodumudi. There are also some small isolated hillocks. Ihus 
this geological landscape provided a basic part in influencing 
the southerly course of the Kāvēri. The voluminous waters of 
the Kāvēri in its freshes combined with the floods of its tribu- 
taries from the west and the east, were powerless to pursue its 
eastwhile southerly run and Kaveri was compelled to change its 
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course from the point of Kodumudi.! The Yettimalai in the 
west of Kodumudi and Avudaiyaparai, provided stubborn resistance 
to the inundative floods and the southwards flow of the 
massive spate of all the combined flood waters of the Kāvēri to 
a considerable extent. The mighty resistance by the Yettimalai 
hill and its ferriginous rocks buried in the surface alluvium 
stubbornly opposing the southwards course of the Kāvēri, and 
twisting its course eastwards from Kodumudi, was hemmed by 
the Āvudaiyāpārai on the south bank of that river. This physical 
phenomenon provided by the geological formation, furnishes the 
desired explanation for the unusual feature of the southwards 
flowing mighty Kaveri suddenly taking a direct easterly course. 
The keen observers of nature, as were the early Tamil people, 
saw in this show of nature's might and forces, a cause for awe 
and veneration by the lay. The small protruding hill top face 
at Aaraiyur, the village on the bank of the Kaveri, of this 
submerged rock formation of the Yettimalai Avudaiyaparai 
range, appeared as an object like fhallus and they turned this 
spot, in this village on the bank of the river at Karaiyur, into a 
sacred temple of the Linga and called the same meaningfully 
Kodumudi, amply significant of the might exhibited by the 
submerged hill rock formation against the onwards flow of the 
mighty Kaveri even in times of its greatest devastating flood- 
freshes, while the river was forced to turn left from its course 
from the north to south to directly eastwards. The rocky 
formation which assisted the turn is even now called Avudaiya- 
parai, forming as it were the Āvūdatyāpitha of the natural 
svayambhu phallus Kodumud: at Karaiyur. The name of Kodumudi 
1s thus fittingly applied to the rock formation submerged under 
the alluvium, with a protuberance which was chosen as mudi, to 
signify the svayambhu phallus, as well as the mudi termination 
from where the Kāvēris southwards run was turned and 
compelled to alter its course directly eastwards. The mudi meant 
at the same time significantly the rocky knot and kudumz, and talat 
or head or summit. The spot of nature’s vindication of the rocky 
knot’s might even to deflect the devastating power of the Kaveri 
and compelling it to change its course and proceed eastwards 


1. Kodumudi is described as being on the South bank of the 
Kāvēri; Konginir Ponni-tten karatk haratyurk Kodumuģdiyit— Šēkkilār. 


PR, 
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Kāvēri. Vedagiri is its name in Sanskrit and indicated that the 
hill was an original one. Urasikottai was the name of the village 
beside the hill. Urätchiköttai and Urachchimalai are the names 
given for the village and the hill beside it, and the meaning 
corrupted to Ur and atchi (village and administration). The 
name of the hill which was a formation of hoary antiquity, 
was given to it from the natural feature of the Kaveri waters 
rubbing its side and thus has no connection with Ur and ātchi. 

Karai, Karaivali, Kanadu, Mannarai, Toluvu, Erachchal, 
Valasu, Palayam, Kal, Nilai, Vay, etc., are some of the 
interesting suffixes of place names in the Kongu country, and 
carry a special reason [or their adoption. Of these we shall 
discuss separately. While Adar, Suram, Neri, Neduneri, and 
Peruvali indicated Roads and High roads generally, inscriptions 
of the Kongu Country referred to High Roads as Peruvali or 
Peruvadi, Roads as Vadi or Vali, by-roads as Vittal or Ittal.! 

Karai and Pallam have been used as suffixes in the names 
of rivers, besides Odai, Aru, and Nadi. The river flowing by 
Nelali is called Nelalikarai and Vattamalaikarai is its other 
name.  Varattukkarai is the name of the river flowing past 
Kolumanguli and south of Ūdiyūr hill. Senjerikarai is the 
name of the stream flowing from Señjeri and is an affluent of 
the Uppār river. Varattukkaraipaļļam, Perumpallam, Muñji- 
pallam, and Chinnakarai are affluents to the Uppar Odai also 
called Uppar river, a tributary to the Amaravati flowing north 
of Dharapuram. Sanganūrpalļam is the stream flowing past 
Sanganür, and Tannasipallam is the stream running past 
Idigarai, Kovilpalayam and Tekkalūr. It is also called 
Vennattankarai. Elerumaipallam is the name of the stream 
passing by Karamadai, Belladi, Pommudi, etc. Vanattuvari 
river also called Koranganpallam runs south of Pūndurai Sevur 
and north of Eļumāttūr in Erode taluk. Karaivali Nadu was the 
appellation of the region of the flow of the Karai or river. It 
was also called simply Karai Nadu, We have already discussed 
the application of the terms Elukarai Nadu and Onbadukarai 
Nadu. Anjukarai Nadu was another example. 

l. Nil Vadi, Vilādakulamāņikka Vadi, Panrimalaikku Vali, 
Arrukkuppönavidattu vadākkumēl kilakkuppöna vittalukku kilakku, 
etc. 
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Besides the common suffixes like Ur, Grāmam, Kottai, 
Patti, Mangalam, Palli, Kulam, Chavadi, Palayam, etc., 
Karai is also one of the suffixes to many a place name. Among 
the other suffixes of place names may be noted, Vavi (Bāvi), 
Vay, Erichchal, Karachchal, Toluvu, Kadavu, Pündi, Odai, 
Kurichi, etc. These have a specific meaning and each of them 
was applied with a cause and a very careful study of the location 
of the places furnishes the required reason. For want of space, 
this study is left for a future occasion. In the names of the 
Nadus of Kongu, a prominent terminology found in usage is the 
suffix KalNādu or Ka Nādu, for instance Valuppūrrakkānādu 
(Valuppurrukkarainadu,  Valuppukkānādu, Valippūrkānādu, 
Valippurkarainadu),  Vayaraikkalnadu (Vāykaraikkānādu.. 
Vāyirai or Vayuraikanadu, Vārakkanādu), Pongalurkkanadu, 
(Pongalurkarainadu, Pongalūrnādu) Kāvadikkānādu (Kavadik- 
kālnādu), Nallurukkānādu, Veņdaiyūrkkālnādu. These should 
not be understood, as has been mistaken,' to mean any reference 
to the division or Nādu being named by the demarcation of 
channels, Nirkkal, Vaykkal, or Kalvay. There are no such 
channels prominent in all these divisions to distinguish such a 
criterion for the delineation of these divisional names. They are 
all clearly named after the centres of these divisions, which were 
places like Valuppur or Valuppūrru, Vayarai or Vāyurai, 
Pongalūr, Kavadi, Nallūr, and Vendaiyur. The suffix Kalnadu 
or Kanadu with its variant spellings indicated plainly the nature 
of the geographical terrain of these divisions, 


The physical characteristics of the regions in which these 
and similar subdivisions of Kongu are found, show pointedly 
that they were centred round places whose names ended with the 
suffixes Ur, Ūrru, arai, and were regions abounding in plains 
intervening slopy and hillock areas adjoined by forests (kanakam, 
kanam) and in which were forest rivers (kattaru) which were 
fled with water during seasonal rains, and which drained 
these areas, A journey in these areas was by hard roads. These 
geographical areas are very characteristically described by no 
less a person than Sekkilar in the following lines while he 
described the regions of Kongu, traversed during the itineraries 


Rota si MOV cui AN e PUN UE 
1. Y. Subbarayalu. Āyvuttēn, p. 45. 
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of the Saiva Nāyanārs when they visited the sacred temples of 
this land. 
Senra Senra kudapulattuch Chivanar Adiyar padigal torum 
Nanru magilvurru Inburru nalaficher talamum kānakamum 
tunnu mani nirkkanyarun turu karchuramum kadandaruli 
Kunravalanattagam pugundar kulavum Adiyen agam pugundar. 


Malainattellaiyul pugudavanda VanTondarai etc., etc. 
He repeats his description again while describing the return of 
Sundara and his entry into Kongu after his visit of the Chera 
country, : 

Ārūraravar tamakku vidai aruli angaganru 
Karuru malai nadu kadandarulik karchuramum 
nirurum kan Jarum nedunkanum pala kaliyach 
chirum Tirumuruganpundi vaļi selginrar. 


As we have shown, Valuppurrakkanadu was the name given 
alter the central place Valippūr or Valippūru or Vali (Valu)ppūrru 
and this place appears to have been on the bank of the Urralar, 
the river that flowed by Peruntoluvu and ran in a north eastern 
direction to join the Noyyal.! As pointed out by us, the name 
Vayirai or Vāyaraikkānādu, was after the central place Vayirai or 
Vāyarai, which we have identified with Peruvay about two miles 
north of Karadibavi, on the side of a stream, and Arakkulam is 
a hillock closeby.* This place was distinguished from the others 
like Iduvayi and Koduvay, by the prefix Peru in Peruvay signi- 
[ying its importance, being the headquarters of the division named 
alter it. Vay or Vaykarai or Vayarai were all synonymous. 
Ihe variant spellings given for the name of this division reveal 
the stages by which Vaykarai of Vāyaraikkānādu came to be 
pronounced as Vārakkanādu and spelt accordingly. Kavadikka- 
nadu and Vendaiyurkkanadu were named after their centres 
Kavadi and Vendaiyur which we have located in their regions.? 
We have also discussed in detail the application of the name 
Ponnadu to Pongalurkanadu which was centred round Pongalūr. 
Punganikkanadu, Pundurai Nadu and Puvaniya Nadu, though 
named after their central places Pungani, Pūndurai and Puvani, 
they also significantly vindicated, the richness of the agriculture 
in the country. | ee 


Seo Bart 2. Albidz 33:5 bid: 
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Salem the centre of the Sēla Nādu, obtained its name, due 
not to proximity of the place to the Saila or hill of Sheveroys, 
but was due to the preponderance of the Saliyar population that 
inhabited it. Sāliyar are weavers and the plāce became famous 
for Selai or cloth weaving. Their ur or village or town was 
significantly termed Saliyar ur and Sāliyūrgramam, Selaiyar ur, 
Sēlaiyūr and Selaigramam, ending finally as Sélam, 


Puluva Nadu and Kurumba Nadu are examples of names 
of divisions where originally the predominant population comp- 
rised Puluvas and Kurumbas, and there are many places with the 
suffixes patti, palayam, ür etc., attached to their race names. 


How often our ancients were truly realistic in naming places 
and regions in which these were situated is revealed in a deep 
study of toponymy, and the following is a very interesting 
example. 


In the northern part of Kongu was the Uduvakka Nadu 
which area is represented by the old Gobichettipalayam taluk 
and adjoining parts of the Avanasi taluk in its south. This 
division was in the northernmost part of Kongu, lying on both 
sides of the Bhavani river and was bounded by the modern 
Bhavāni taluk in the east, It was flanked by mountain ranges, 
the Nilagiri hills lying to the west, and the Talamalai, Dhavala- 
giri Uragumalai hills in the north in which were the 
Gajalhatti Talamalai Hāssanūr passes that served to link the 
Ganga country of Talakkad or Talavanapura and its subdivision 
the Hadi Nadu region of the Kollegal taluk, with the Kongu 
country in this part, The Bhavani joined by three affluents, 
the Moyar about ten miles west of the Gajalhatti, the Tatta- 
pallam and the Gundyapallam rivers from the region of the 
Kotagiris and Nilagiris, flows through this Uduvakka Nadu part 
of Kongu, with flood waters in June and August. This division 
of Kongu was the first to bear the full impact of the Jains who 
infiltrated into Kongu from the Ganga country in its immediate 
north. There are many places whose names preserve their 
association like Panayampalli, Vinnapalli, Bastipalayam, Sada- 
mugai of which we shall notice below when explaining how the 
peculiar name of Uduvakka Nadu was applied to the region in 


which these were. 
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| The origin of the name Uduvanga Nādu variously spelt as 
Uduvakka Nādu, Oduvanga Nādu and Oduvakka Nadu, may 
be explained best in the following manner. Udu or Odu were 
not only synonymous but were oftentimes spelt both ways. 
Udu is the primary word and meant star and vakkiram indicated 
a circle, region etc. Udu-anga and Udu-vakkiram are really 
significant. The compound term thus meant the region or circle 
of stars, the domain or division where prominent places were 
named after stars or luminaries of the sky. Of the places noted 
as being inside this division of Uduvanga Nadu, we find 
(1) Kalaiyanur, the place named after Kalai or Kalaiyinan, i.e., 
Chandra (Moon), (2) Irugalūr, named after Irungalan, 
Irakkadir, Chandran or Suriyan, (3) Irumbirai called after 
Chandra, Pirai, (+) Madippānūr named after Madi, madiyan, 
Banu or Sürya, or Chandra Sūrya, (5) Ālattūr, after Ālēkan 
(Chandran), (6) Mangalam after Sevvay (Mars), (7) Ambodi 
after Ambuli, Chandran, and (8) Sirumugai after the little pirai 
of Chandran. 


It is also significant that among the Jains, Chandraprabha 
Tirthankara was famous, and Tingalür, Chandrapuram, Chandra- 
Basati, Bastipuram near Sinapuram (Jinapuram) and Vijaya- 
mangalam, are known to be places intimately associated with 
the early Jains, in Kurumbu Nadu, which was a division 
adjacent to Uduvanga Nadu. Here also in Uduvanga Nadu we 
have some places like Vinnapalli, Panayampalli, Sadumugai, 
named after Viņņavan and Sadumugan, the names of Arhats, 
Aruhar, and Palli signified that these places were early Jain 
villages. Sadappalli may be a corruption of Sadappalli, the 
suffix Palli indicating the Jain association, and named after 
Sadarupi, the name of Arugan. Aravakköttai, is the place 
named after Aravan (Arugan). 


Ukkiram the name of the place and headquarters of the 
Ukkirahobali, which is near Vinnapalli, may stand for the 
shortened form of Uduvakkiram (Udu-vakkiram) and be deemed 
to be the headquarters of Uduvakka Nadu in which were all the 
places whose names we have shown were after the luminaries of 
the sky, more especially the moon, the king among the stars 
(Uduvin vendan) i.e., Kalayan, Chandran, Ambuli, Ālēkan, 
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Pirai, Udupati, The early name of Danäyakanköttai in this 
division, was Turavalür and Turavēr, Turandēr, Nittär were 
synonyms for Munivar, Mämuni or Jitendriyas or Jinendras, the 
appellations of Arukan. As such the early name of this place 
may have been after Arukan, 


From all that has been said, it becomes a clear case of the 
preponderance of the Jain villages that gave the nomenclature 
of Uduvanga or Uduvakkā Nādu, to the division in which they 
were situated and bear evidence to the early settlement of the 
Jains and preceptors who came from the Ganga country in the 
immediate north, where they had first settled and established 
a firm hold on the population. Legendary accounts attest the 
association of the Jain Badrabāhu and his companions with 
Sravana Belgola and the people of Mysore and Talakad 
becoming followers of Jainism, as the kings were also patrons of 
many of the preceptors of the faith. The early Gangas were 
great Jains and patrons of this religion. It is they who 
conguered Kongu and ruled for several generations this land. 


The existence of various Pallis and Basatis of Jains in the 
region of Uduvakka Nadu, and in the adjacent Kurumbu Nadu 
shows clearly the extent of the influence of Jainism in this part 
of Kongu. The Kongudesa Rajakkal speaks of many facts about 
this during the rule of the Gangas over Kongu. The existence 
of a great Kavya in Tamil, called Perunkadai which was a 
reduction in Tamil of the Sanskrit version of the Brihatkatha 
from the Paisachi original by the Ganga king, and the author of 
the Tamil version was Kongu Vēļir, whose place was Vijaya- 
mangalam, the Jain centre of Kurumbu Nadu division of 
Kongu, bear testimony to the prevalence of the Jain religion 
in the early days of the Ganga rule over Kongu. The association 
of the Jain Pavanandi, the author of the Tamil Grammar, with 
Sinapuram is referred to in the Kongumandala Sadagam. 


We see thus the toponymical study of the region reveals, 
social, historical and political movements of the early centuries. 
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Ep. Ind. Vol. XXX. Thus there was no territorial division called 
Vendi .Nadu. 

In the published inscriptions of the Kongu country, there 
is no specific mention of any divisions in Ten Kongu, as is clearly 
noted in the cases of many divisions and places inside Vada 
Kongu. Only the publication of the texts of all the inscriptions 
that have been copied and future discoveries of new epigraphs 
can clear up if there is any specific mention of the divisions of 
which Ten Kongu was made up. But there is clearly no doubt of 
the existence of the divisions inside Zen Kongu and places 
situated in them. 


Land measure called Aongu!. 
Liquid measure called Kongulakku?, 
Place name Kongur. 


Kongachchelvi, Kongukulavalli, Kongalayi Amman, 
Kongani Amman, (Appattattal)—names of goddess in Kongu. 


DIVISIONS OF KONGU WITH PLACES AND THEIR 
IDENTIFICATIONS 


VADA KONGU 


Vadakarai Nadu and Tenkarat Nadu 


The western Kongu was delineated principally as the large 
area represented by the valley of the prominent river Noyyal 
also known as Kanchimanadi. The area that lay south of this 
river was the major division Tenkarai Nadu, of which Virasola 
Valanadu demarcated the prime division within which all the 
Nadus were clubbed. Correspondingly the vast area that lay 
north of the Noyyal river extending up to the northern frontiers 
of Kongu was designated Vadakarai Nadu. In this part a large 
area was described as Parisa Nadu and distinguished as. 
Vadaparisara Nadu, and inside it were clubbed many of the 
Nadus that lay north of the Noyyal. It is significant that there 
is no Tenparisāra Nadu, to say that the prefix Vada in 
Vadaparisara Nadu denoted the northern half of this division. 
From the fact that Oduvakka Nadu which comprised of regions 


1. Perumpālaiyūr Inscription. 27230128, 
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on both sides of the Bhavāni river, was placed in Vadaparisāra 
Nādu, it is plain that the Vadakarai Nadu represented the entire 
tract north of Noyyal extending northwards up to the northern 
boundary of Kongu, in the part north of Bhavāni river valley. 


While this was so generally, the region of the Bhavāni 
river was divided into two parts called Vadakarai Nādu and 
Tenkarai Nādu, as was also the case with reference to the 
Amarāvati river region in the south of the Noyyal. Vadakarai 
Nādu was the term used to denote the region immediately north 
of the Bhavāni river, principally eastwards of the areas of 
Uduvakkā Nadu of Vadaparisara Nadu. Tenkaraı Nadu was 
south of Bhavāni and comprised ot parts of Kanchikuval Nadu, 
while some portions west of it, made up ot Tenkarai Negamam, 
Tenkarai Koduvēli, were inside Vadaparisara Nadu. The 
significance of the term Tenkañchi! referring to Kañchikovil, 
the centre of the Kafichiküval Nadu, is thus cleared. We 
may now notice the region north of Bhavāni river. Some more 
references are necessary to make clear the demarcations. 

Vadakarai Nadu in Kongu- Mandalam.* 
Vadakarai Nadu in Vada Kongu.? 


Vadakarai Nādu 


— Andiyūr.* Andiyür is about 12 miles north west of 
Bhavani in Bhavani taluk. 


— Orichchéri alias Tirumalairayasamudram,? in Andıyur 
Sirmai. Orichchēri is about 3 miles east of Appuk- 
kudāl on the north bank of the Bhavani river in 
Bhavāni taluk. 


— Perunkulam.6 This is Periyakulam south of Palamalai 
and east of Chennampatti in Bhavaui taluk, 

— Ulagavidangam.? This is Olagadam, south of Andiyur, 
in Bhavani taluk, Kallai Vettuvar Community were 
here. 


—  (ilambür. This was the earlier name of Ennamangalam, 
5 miles north of Andiyur, in Bhavani taluk. 


ein alten P ass ab cien imāma ciu E 

1, 194/65-6. 2. 227/27; 416/IV. 3. 174/65-66. 4. 653/05; 
375/54-55; 296/60-61; 227/27-28; 416/IV. 5. Te. Ins: 1173. 
6. 416/IV. 7. 177/65-66. 
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region. Vañchi, the centre of this division may be 
eguated with Peruvachchi about 8 miles northwest of 
Bhavāni. This division extended up to Pālār and 
Kāvēri in the north, in the Bhavāni taluk, and some- 
times included parts east of the Kāvēri river, in the 
adjacent Omalur taluk in the Salem District. 


— Tuvaļai.! This was the ancient name of Kāvēripuram 
on the south bank of the Kāvēri, in Bhavāni taluk. 
Vanchi Nattar take charge of endowments at Kāvēri- 
puram.? The temple of Jalakantésvara alias Tir- 
unattisvara at Kāvēripuram was caused to be built in 
stone by a native of Kallaipalli Tiruvalampolil alas 
Chēramān Chakravartiyai Nadaikonda Nadu. The 
location of this place is not clear. There is a Tuļavādi 
about 6 miles south east of Kāvēripuram, and this 
may stil preserve the name of Tuvalai. This 
Tuvalaivadi or Tulavadi may have been a suburb of 
Kaveripuram, A record of Parakesarivarman^ registers 
some provisions made for the worship of the god in the 
temple at Kaveripuram by the Nattar of Vanchi 
Nadu. 


— Palappadi and Talaippadi,? were devadanas of this 
temple of Kaveripuram. Palappadi may be Palavadi 
about 4 miles west of Käveripuram, in Bhavani taluk. 
Talaippadi may be Talamalai near Palamalai, and 
north of Nerinjippettai, on the west bank of Kāvēri, 
in Bhavāni taluk. 


— Pänayadı.® 


— Vanavāsi. Vanavasi is in Omalur taluk, in Salem 
District, and east of Kāvēri. 


1. 189, 194/27. 2. 193/27 ; 461/XIX. The place name has been 
wrongly read as Tu[hi]ri in S.1.1 Vol. XIX. p. 61. The Divisional 
Assembly, Nāttār of Vafichi Nadu, make a gift to the temple of 
Muppasamudram in Püvaniya Nadu. 3. 189, 193/27; 194/27. 
4,,193|27...5...189/27.. 6... G..E- (Now 195xof Sewell’s Inst: dated 
A.D. 1776. 
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Nādu is that it was skirted by the three rivers, Ponni (Kāvēri), 
Vāni (Bhavāni) and Kañchi (Noyyal).! This general description 
fits only the western part of this division i.e., the Mēlkarai 
Pūndurai Nādu, which lay west of Kāvēri. 

This division was a large one and was made up of two 
parts according to the location of them on the two sides of the 
Kāvēri river. They were accordingly named as Mēlkarai 
Pūndurai Nadu the division on the western bank, and Kilkarai 
Púndurai Nadu the division on the eastern bank, which included 
parts of the Tiruchengode taluk of the Salem district. The 
headquarters of the Pūndurai Nādu was Pūndurai, of which 
name we have some places in close proximity to each other īn 
the Erode taluk,—Aval Pūndurai, Tuyyam Pūndurai, and 
Pūndurai Semür. Aval Pūndurai is about 10 miles south west of 
Erode and Tuyyam Pūndurai is about 3 miles north it, while 
Pūndurai Semür is south east of Aval Pūndurai. It appears that 
Aval Pundurai and Tuyyam Pūndurai must have together 
formed the ancient Púndurai, the headquarters of the division 
named after it, While Kanakapuram is west of these, 
Modavandi Satyamangalam is east of Tuyyam Pūndurai and 
north of Aval Púndurai. Aval Pündurai is called Pushpavanam 
in a record? of the Vijayanagara king Sadasiva, and this shows 
that this place was the original centre of Púndurai. The god of 
the temple of Aval Pūndurai is called Bhāgam Piriyadar.? Thus 
Tuyyam Pūndurai was an extension of the old city, in the north, 
while Kanakapuram was the western part, Kanchikkuval Nadu 
was the region centred round Kañchikovil and included the 
eastern part of the Gobichettipalayam taluk, east of the Sémur 
Kurumāndīr road, and lay south of the Bhavani river, thus 
extending up to the Kāvēri in this direction, in the northern 
part of the Erode taluk. This division came to be a part of 
Pūndurai Nādu, in its north, during the fifteenth century, when 
't was described as Känchittundam, i.e., the part in which was 
Kañchi or Kañchikovil. Irödu i.e., Poda the headquarters of 
the taluk was placed in it in S 1426. HEU places are 
noted inside Pündurai Nadu, in the p e Sadagam, 
and the Tamil Savant Swaminatha Iy mn exph 


1, Ponni Nadi Vāni Nadi Kāūchi LY lkinra Pūnduy E du. 
2. 194/65-66. 3. bid. 
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by saying that there were four main native places of Pūndurai 
Nadu, named Pūndurai, Vellodai, Nasiyanur, and Eļumāttūr, 
and each contained roughly sixty houses, and that twenty 
eight villages were attached to these four main centres, 
thus making in all, — four main plus twenty-eight attached 
villages, —thirty-two in number. Two channels under the name 
Kattuvari drain the Pundurai Nadu (Mēlkarai). One in the 
north from the region of Vilamalai going in a north eastern 
direction past Nasiyanur and turning eastwards south of 
Ellaipalayam and north of Periya Sēmūr, joins the Kalingarayan 
channel, about two miles north of Erode. The other starting 
from the region of Tiruvāchchi goes in a north easterly 
direction past Tottani, Mūlakkarai, and turning eastwards 
mixes with the Perumpalļam, south of Surampatti. The 
Perumpallam form the region east of Perundurai goes eastwards, 
north of Pungambadi and turning northwards towards Tindal, 
joins the Kattuvari south of Sürampatti. The combined drainage 
going north east runs south of Irödu to mix with the Kalinga- 
rayan channel. It seems therefore possible that the name of the 
place in between the two Ödais, was significantly called Irodai, 
and which in course of time, by common usage became Īrēdūr 
and contracted to Irodu i.e., Erode. 


We may now notice the places in the division of western 
Pundurai Nadu or Mélkarat Pündurai Nadu, which was generally 
called Mélkarai Nadu.! 


— Kanchittundam.? Känchi of this tundam (part, or subdiv- 
ision) is Kanchikovil in Erode taluk. 
In this subdivision is placed Irodu i.e., Erode, on the 
west bank of the Kavéri, the headquarters of the taluk, 
named after it. 


— ]rodu?. Erode, noted above, and the derivation of the. 
name from its situation between two Odais, as discussed 
above. 

— Nasaiyanallür*. This is Nasiyanūr about 8 miles west of 
Erode, on the Perundurai Sittodu road, in Erode taluk. 
It is called Nasiyanūr in a record of Vira Nanjaraya.> 

1. 169/10 S? 1432. 2. 168/10 S” 1426. 3. 415/IV. 4. Ibid. 

5. 232/63-64. 


Division of Kongu with Places and their Identifications 103 


— Taņdal!, This is modern Tindal near Erode, on the 
road to Perundurai, about 5 miles south west of Erode 
in Erode taluk, It is on the south bank of the 
Kattuvari, 

— Perundurai.2 Perundurai is on the road to Avanasi, 
about 12 miles from Erode. 


— Īngaiyur. This is Īngūr about 5 miles south of Perun- 
durai, on the road to Kangayam, and has a Railway 
Station. There is an Aiyanar temple with inscriptions. 
Vellala Gavundar temple at Ingaiyür.* 


— Usāvūr” alias Tiruvalimangalam?, gifted to the temple 
of Abhisheka-Vinnagar in Erode, when Iravi Kodai, 
the King, was performing the abhisheka?, This 
Tiruvalimangalam is Tiruvachchi four miles south 
west of Nasiyanur, in Erode taluk. 

— Vellodu.$ This village is now found divided into two 
parts called the northern and southern Vellodus.— 
Vadamugam Vellodu, and Tenmugam Vellodu. They 
are both situated west of Aval Pundurai on the road to 
Chennimalai. 

— Anamandappalli’, This is Attavani Anumampalli about 
2 miles east of Tenmugam Vellodu, in Erode taluk. 


— Palamangalam. It is called Pugalmangalam in a hero- 
stone inscription, Palamangalam is on the north bank 
of Koranganpallam river, about 2% miles west of 
Nanjai Kolanal. 

— Pushpavanam.? This was the name of Aval Pundurai. 

— Pidāriyūr.? Pidariyur is in Erode taluk. South of this is 
Mukasi Pidarivür, and Attavani Pidariyur is south of 
Ingür, and near Chennimalai. Thus Pidariyur must 
have formerly been a large city. It was a big city 
called Pidari Nagar. The names of the god of the 
temple are Kamalalayar, Tirumugam-Alavandar, 
Kali Kamalesan, Chennināthar, and they probably 


unici dh UNO S S S IM vs e S PEINE: 
1. 415/V. 2. Ibid. 3. 195/15: 195/09; 224)V. 4. 195/15; 
5. O. P. No. 5/66-67, 13th century. 6. 415/IV. 7. Ibid. 8. 194/65-66. 


9. 415/IV ; 558/05. 


104 Ancient Geography of Kongu 


reflect the four alternative names of Pidāriyūr viz., 
Kamalapuram, Tiruvirundapuram, Kāļinagar, and 
Chenninagar!, The mountain nearby was called 
Chennimalai, in Erode taluk, 

— Kulavulakku?. This is Kolavilakku in Erode taluk, 
about 2 miles south east of Eļumāttūr, on the road to 
Vellakoil. 

— Araichchalúr, Arachchalur?. Arachalūr is about 4 miles 
south of Aval Pūndurai on the road to Kangayam, in 
Erode taluk. Arachalür hill is west of the village and 
contains on its summit a cave with beds and Brahmi 
inscriptions. The hill was also known as Nagamalai. 
Arachchalai Amman (Badrakali) kovil, Purridangonda 
Īsvarar, Linganatha, Purridangonda Isvara svamiyar.^ 
Among the boundaries of the gift lands to the god 
occur Usippalayam, and Nagamalai ; Ūsippālayam is 
near Arachalur, and Nagamalai is the name of 
Arachalur hill. 

— Peruntoluvu Murugattolu? Murungattolu is in between 
Chennimalai and Arachalur, in Erode taluk. 


(tlKarai Pundurai Nadu; in Kongu alias Virasolamandalam.' 

— Morur?, Morur is about 8 miles north of Tiruchengodu 
in Tiruchengode taluk of the Salem district, 

— Arangur?, This is modern Anangūr about 8 miles 
north west of Tiruchengode, in Tiruchengode taluk. 

— Sittalundur.? Sittālandūr is about 12 miles south of 
Tiruchengode, in Tiruchengode taluk. 

— Tiruchengodu!®, Tiruchengode, is the headquarters of 
the taluk of that name in the Salem district. It is 
Tiruchengunrür, one of the seven sacred places of 





l. Erkum Kamalapuram Tiruvirundapuram 

Sértta nar Kalinagar Chenninagar—kakkum 

Kamalalayar Tirumugamalarndar Kali 

Kamalīšar Chenninathar. (Inscription on the Siva temple at 

the place). 

2: BIBI 3. 278/612 Ler Ins9p2 220.20 45 7014, ps 23752290722 E: 
Ins: 246. 6. 1645/05 ; /468/13.^ .7.5647/05- 819497 - 87. 197/09, 
9. 138/15 S*1455. 10. 645/05; 140/15. 
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ARAIYA NÀDU IN KONGU 


Araiya Nadu was the name of a division of Kongul, which 
lay on either side of Kaveri, in that part of the river which 
runs as the common boundary of modern Erode and Namakkal 
taluks, and was bounded by Noyyal in the south, to whose 
south lay the Manalur Nadu. Araiya Nadu appears to have had 
the name Kaveri Nadu? or Akkaveri Nadu.? The western part 
was called Melkarai Araiya Nādu, and the eastern part was 
named Atlkarai Araiya Nadu. The Melkarai part included 
places on the western bank of Kaveri adjoining Mēlkarai 
Pundurai Nadu, and was thus bounded by that division in this 
region, The Kilkarai part of it was the western portion of 
Nāmakkal taluk of the Salem district, in the east of Kaveri. 
Mēlkarai Araiya Nadu included within it Kollankovil, Sivagiri, 
Kondalam, Uñjalur, Vengambur, and Kodumudi of Erode taluk, 
It was coterminous with Kilanga Nadu in the south of Kaveri. 
The limit up to which Melkarai Araiya Nadu extended is made 
clear by the fact that Tirukkāttutturai in this division is on the 
boundary of Pugaliyūr in the western base of Arunattarmalai hill 
on whose top are the caves with beds and Brahmi inscriptions. 
And this Pugaliyur is said to be in Kilanga Nadu in the south of 
Kāvēri.* If the spelling of Arunattarmalai is correct, then the 
derivation of this name may be found in the fact that the other 
name of Araiya Nadu is Kāvēri Nadu as noticed above, and 
this would show that Araiya Nadu was called Aru Nadu (Āru:: 
River: Kāvēri). That this conclusion is incorrect is made plain 
not only by the form of the name Araiya Nadu, but also from 
the inscriptional statement 7enkarat Manalur Nattu Araiyar Nāttu 
Aratyargaļ etc. This therefore makes it plain that Araiya Nadu 
was named after Araiyars who were predominant in that area, 
just like Kurumbars in Kurumbar Nadu, and Pulüvars in Puluva 


Nadu. 


A stray stanza in Tamil enumerates eight places in mélkarai 
Araiya Nadu and they are Talayanallur, Vengambūr, Afijür, 
Monjanur, Kolankovil, Kondalam, Tukkachchi, and Karvalina- 
garam, and another set of eight places denoted as Dévadana 


1.185710. 2. Ve Ins.p 2342321112304 30/2228. 
O. 148/095 Be: 1us- p: 2265 | l i 
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map reveal that this was a large division of Vadaparisara Nadu, 
comprising a large part of the western half of the Avanasi taluk, 
together with the adjacent regions comprising the eastern quarter 
of the Coimbatore taluk, and also a third of the region north of 
the Noyyal included in modern Palladam taluk. Punganikka 
Nadu appears to have included the Vella Nadu, which lay to its 
south, and also Nirarrurparru, Valaiyalür Nadu lay to the east 
of Punganikka Nadu. Nalurparru Nadu in which was Kovil- 
palayam, must be deemed to be a subdivision of this Punganikka 
Nadu, since Kovilpalayam and Sāmakkuļam near it are placed 
in this division, Pungani was evidently the name of the centre 
of this division, and it remains to be identified. Pongalür which 
is three miles from Vadakkalūr, and about five miles from 
Annür, which are places in this Punganikka Nadu, may perhaps 
be identified with Pungani, 


Ihe following are the places noted inside Punganikka 
Nadu: 

— Koyalpalayam. Koyilpalayam is on the bank of 
lannasipallam. 

— Kondakāni. This may be Kondayampälayam about 
2 miles west of Kovilpalayam, and 12 miles south of 
Agrahara Samakkulam, in Coimbatore taluk. . 

— Samakkulam. Agrahāra Samakkulam is about 4 miles 
from Periyanayakanpalayam. 

— Savanampatti. This is Sravanampatti about 6 miles 
north of Coimbatore. 

— Kālappatti. Kalappatti is about 2 miles east of 
Sravanampatti. 

— Velichchi. This is Bilichi about 4 miles north of 
Periyanayakanpalayam. 

— Virapandi. Virapandi is about 2 miles north of Periya- 
nayakanpalayam. 

— Arasür. Arasūr is about 5 miles east of Kalappatti, in 
the adjacent part included in Palladam taluk, 

— Nilambür. Nilambür is about 3 miles south west of 
Arasūr, on the Coimbatore Avanasi road, in the 
region of Palladam taluk. 
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Pērūr Nādu was a large division in Western Kongu 
(Mī Kongu), and was centred at Pérur, an ancient city on the 
south bank of Noyyal, in Coimbatore taluk and comprised 
of parts on both sides of that river. The northern part was 
called Vadakarai Pērūr Nadu.! It adjoined the Puluva Nadu 
and Vella Nadu in its north, In the south the Ten Vah 
Nadu was the division along the road to Pollachi, and was 
attached to it. In this region of Perur Nadu, south of the 
Noyyal river, it was bordered by the Vayaraikka Nadu in the 
east and south. It is called Peru Nadu in a record,? either by 
mistake or it was meant to indicate its importance, In compara- 
tively very late days, Kūyamuttūr Sirmai was under the rule of an 
agent of Mysore Odeyar kings. A copper plate is dated in 
S' 1657 i.e., 1733 A.D.? and Kinattukkadavu on the Pollachi 
road was included in Kayamuttur Sirmai or region in S? 1683 
(1761 A.D.).* Kattampatti was village in Kinattukkadavu area. 


This is Kattampatti east of Kinattukadavu north west of Siru 
Kalandai. 


The source region of the Noyyal and its several tributaries 
was the Puluza .Nadu, tbe area of the Puluvas, an ancient tribe 
ofthis region. The river was called therefore Puluvan Perum 
Parrāru. Puluvappatti, Ikkarai Boļuvampatti and  Akkarai 
Boluvampatti were names of places on this river, connected with 
the Puluvas. Puluva Nadu was the region in the western frontier 
of the Kongu and adjoined the Vella Nadu on the one side and 
the Perur Nadu on the other. Mula: Nadu was in. proximity to 


it, and signified the division in the corner of Kongu, It was a 
border division, 


Places mentioned as being inside. Perur Nadu: Vadakarai- 
Perur Nadu : 
— Muttam alias Amarabhayankaranallir,> 


Muttam alias Ravivarma-chaturvēdimangalam.* 


1. 212/63-64. 2. 178/09. 3. C. P. No. 12/36-37. 4. C. P. No. 


13/36-37. 9. 178/09 ; 151/10 ; 408, 415/58-59; 228/V; 233/V. 
6. 407, 417/58-59. 
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This was the ancient name of Ikkarai Boluvampatti,! 
on the Noyyal river, about 8 miles west of Perür in Coimbatore 
taluk, Nagesvara temple is at Muttam, 


— Pandarandai.? Parvatisvara temple was at this place and 
Anandakūttar was the name of the god. 


— Puluvanpatti on Pūluvanparrāru at  Pandarandai.? 
Puluvanpatti is on the south bank of Noyyal, east of 
Ikkarai Boluvampatti. 


— Puttür,^ This is 13 miles west of Tondamuttür and 
about 2 miles north-east of Ikkarai Boluvampatti. 

— Melai Tirupati altas Vishnugiri-Rudragiri in Melaich- 
Chidambaram?. This was the other name of Dēva- 
rayapuram, west of Puttur and north of Ikkarai 
Boluvampatti. MelaichChidambaram refers to Pērūr. 


— Pērūr,* called also Anpatti? and MelaichChidambaram?, 
Perür is on the south bank of Noyyal or Kafchi- 
nadi,? about 4 miles west of Coimbatore. Rajaditta- 
mannarai, and Vilādakulamānikkavadi at Perür.!0 
Piravaneri, a name of Perur. 


— Viranaranan Mannarai and Kavaru and Attikkavaru 
were parts of Pērūr.!! 

— Kovanputtur a dēvadāna of Anpatti Aludaiyar temple,!? 
Rajaraja Mannarai in it.13 Kovanputtur alias Vira- 
kēralanallūr,!* This was the early name of modern 
Coimbatore, the headquarters of the taluk and district 
of that name, It was called KovaiManagar in 
Tiruppugal of ArunagiriNadar. A Nelevidu at. 


— Kuniyanmuttūr alias Amarabhuyankaranallür.1° Kuni- 
yamuttūr is on the south bank of Noyyal about 2% 
miles south of Coimbatore on the Palghat road. 

— Kurichi alias Viranarayananallur.ió Kurichi is on the 
south bank of Noyyal and about 2% miles from 
Coimbatore, on the road to Palghat. 





1. 407/58-59-. 2. 224/V... 3. Ibid. 4. 232/V. 5. 21/63-64 1757 
AD 6. 242/V.5:301/59:6055 229,233, 242] V... 7:-239] V. 8.'212/ 
68:64. 298 239/205 10) B40 (Ne OTT, 2242 Ve" 120243 /V 7 *13:91297095 
243/V. 14. 430/58-59. 15. 232/V. 16. 257/61-62. 
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— Sivapadasekharamannarai in  Perumatkal. Nachchi- 
nallur.! This is Nachchipalayam near Valukkupparai, 
about 3 miles south west of Ottakkalmandapam on the 
Pollachi road. It is called also Puthür Perumakkal 
Nachchimannarai,? Kongukulavallivadi near it, refers 
to the Pollachi road. 


— Kolur, alias Ar ulmolideva- dau cil. 3 Puga- 
lidankoduttasola- chaturvedimangalam near Kolur and 
Perur.? Pugalidankoduttasolanallúr.* 3. 


— Atisayasolanallür. 6., 
— Korappadi. alias Ammadich- chaturvēdimaūgalam, 1 
— Koppadi alias Ammammai-chaturvedimangalam.® 


— Sundaikkabrahmadeyam.?  Sundakkamuttúr is south 
east of Pērūr. : D$ 

— Kulasēkharanallūr.!? | | 

— Vellalur alias Annadāna Sivapuri.!! Veļļalūr is on the 
south bank of Noyyal, about 3 miles east of Pottanur. 
The region round Tēnisvara temple at Vellalur was 
Tennürpadi or Velilūr Tennur.12 Velilur noticed in 
inscriptions of Kokkandan Viranārāyana!? shows 
that it was the early form of the modern name 
Vellalūr. | 


Mulai Nadu.** This was the region adjoining the hills in the 
west of Perur and appears to have obtained this name being in 
the corner, end, or the border of the Kongu country. Here lay 
the pass through the hills connecting the Kongu country with 
Kerala, 


The Irupattunalaunattu-pattayam notes that eight notable 
places in Aru Nadu were: Köyamuttür. Coimbatore. 


——  Pesur, > Perur 


ba 241/V. 52,0243/V.3.232/V 8 154/1074 492258-592 -5: Ibid. 
04:232 V4 TROJS 8. 438/58-59. 055233 VE 10. 242/V. 
11. 142/10; 232/V ; A.R. 1909. p. 82 ; 304/08. Mys. A.R. 1918. p. 49. 
12. 144,147/10. 13. 147/10 The Ulagalanda Perumal Koil was the 
name of modern Karivarada-RājapPerumāļ at Veļļalūr. The bronze 
statue of Tiruvikrama, now in worship at Singanallür, originally 
belonged to this Vellalúr Perumal temple. 14. Compare Kottu Nadu, 
in the eastern border, in which was Kulittalai. 
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where are Pērūr, Kurichi, and Vellalür was bounded in the east 
by the Vāyaraikkā Nādu in which were Kuyilai, Ponmalai and 
Kinattukkadavu. 
— Elur; Sivapadasekhara Mannarai at. Elur is about 
10 miles south of Coimbatore, and west of Mamballi 
on the road to Kinattukkadavu, 


— Nachchipalayam ; Perumatkal Nachchinallur. Neda 
palayam is 14 miles north-west of Elur. 


— Valukkupparai is west of Elur. 


Kurumbu Nadu 


Kurumbu Nadu also called Kuruppu Nadu was an 
important division of Kongu, noticed from very early times, and 
was one of the subdivisions of the Vadaparisara Nadu and 
Elukarai Nadu as mentioned in several inscriptions, It was a 
large district situated to the north of the Noyyal river and lay 
in the west of the Melkarai Pundurai Nadu, their common 
boundary demarcation being the hill popularly known as 
Chennimalai. From the location of places inside this division, 
such as Kurakkuttali, and Tirumuruganpündi, it appears to have 
extended in the west beyond the Nallaru river, upto the river 
Howing near Vanjipalayam. Northwards the inclusion of places 
like Kunnattūr, Vijayamangalam, Tingaļūr, and Kuļappalūr, 
shows that it comprised not only the western half of Erode taluk 
but also parts of the adjoining areas in Gobichettipálayam 
taluk. The fact that Palattolu in the south of Vāyppādi is 
noticed inside this Kuruppu Nadu, while Tiruvayppadi Nadu 
was the name for the division round Vayppadi north of 
Pālattoļu, and south of Vijayamangalam, shows that this Tiru- 
Vayppadi Nadu was only a subdivision of this Kurumbu Nadu. 

The word Kurumbu means a stronghold (aranirukkai), a 
fort, and Kurumporai meant a small hillock (S trumalai). As such 
we may take it that this division was named after the hillock 
Kurumporai or Chennimalai, or after Periya Mankottai, the 
fort that existed at Tirumuruganpündi, a great city (Managar) 
near Kurakkuttali, an ancient place of this division otherwise 
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known as Mukundanúr or Mukundai, but now called Sirkar 
Periyapalayam, The site of the ancient capital was somewhere 
on the north bank of the Noyyal north of modern Tiruppūr 
(R.S.) and east of Vafijipalayam (R.S.). As the earliest form of 
the name is Kurumbu Nadu as testified by the mention in the 
Dēvāram hymns, and as Kuruppu is also found as a major 
variant spelling of it, that form of the name was a later 
corruption of the earlier form. Kuruppa Nadu and Kuruppu 
Nadu, occurs in several epigraphs and a standard measure of the 
region was called Kuruppu Nali which is noted in an inscription. 
Those who guarded the fort were called Kavalar Kurumpil lar 
(pillaigal). 


In post mediaeval times a clear distinction appears to have 
been recognised by considering that part of Virasola Valanadu 
lying north of the Noyyal river, in which was Mukandanur 
according to inscriptions, as a part of Kurumbu or Kuruppu 
Nādu, and calling this area Ten Kuruppu Nādu. This was quite 
in conformity with the lay of Kurakkuttali in Kurumbu Nādu. 
This is only an additional confirmation of the inclusion of 
Tiruvāyppādi Nadu as a part of Kurumbu Nadu as shown by 
us above, for the above noted region of Virasola Valanadu, lay 
just west of Tiruvayppadi Nadu, in order to include Karrayan- 
gani west of Puñjai Palattolu, Kodumanal, and Mukandanur. 
Thus it may reasonably be believed that Kuruppu Nadu was 
made up of two parts, the southern portion being singled out as 
Ten Kuruppu Nādu, extending up to the Noyyal river, and 
included also Tiruvayppadi Nadu, the part of Virasēļa Valanadu 
lying east of it. 


The passage in a McKenzie Mss runs as 


* Kongumandalattul Kuruppu nāttil Ten Kuruppu Virasolapura 
nāttil vasiya kulattil Ayinuttaril ° 


* Panangadar kulattil Andakkavundan kumarar Soliyanda Kavun- 
darkku Ten Kuruppai Virasolapura nāttukku | Mukandai Nalluru 
Tiruppūru Ūttalūru Mannarai inda anju ādinam * 


Of these Mukandai and Mannarai are on the north of 
Noyyal, and the other three are in the south of that river in 
Palladam taluk. The pattayam of Kuruppai Nādu declares that 
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there were mountains in this division named Visaiyagiri, Arula- 
malai, Thittamalai, Vellimalai, Pavalamalai and Kathitha- 
malai, and three rivers namely Noyyal, Vani and Savundara- 
 manadi, This shows the extent of this Kurumbu Nadu upto 
Vāni i.e., Bhavani in the north and Noyyal in the south, 
This is also what is clear by the location of the places and 
divisions of Kuruppu Nadu on the map. The Noyyal was the 
boundary of the Kangaya Nadu in its north. The boundaries of 
the Kuruppu Nadu may be recognised, as the Pavalamalai in 
the north (1% miles east of Pariyur, at Īrattūr), Kurumkaradu 
or the black stone henge boundary of Perundurai, which place 
was inside the Pündurai Nadu, adjacent to Kuruppu Nadu in 
the east, the Noyyal river in the south and the limits of Aru 
Nadu and Nambiyür in the west. 


Of the mountains Pavalamalai is east of Pariyur, Kathi- 
thamalai is near Uttukkuli, Aruļamalai is Arasannamalai west of 
Vijayamangalam R.S., Vellimalai may be Vallikaradu, Visaiya- 
giri may be near ren and Thithamalai is about 3 mnes 
east of Nambiyur. 

Kurumbu Nadu! is spelt as Kuruppa Nadu,? Kuruppu 
Nadu,? Karuppu Nadu.^ or Karuppu Nadu,? Kurunda Nadu,$ 
and Tirappu Nadu.’ All temples of Kurumbu Nadu are noted 
in 585/05. Kuruppu Nali, a liquid measure, is noted in a 
record. The following are the places noted inside this division 
in epigraphs. 

— Kulappalur.? This is Koļappalūr about 3 miles north- 

west of Siruvalür in Gobichettipalayam taluk. 

— Ayiliyür!®, This is Ayalür about 4 miles north-west of 

Kolappalūr on the Satyamangalam road, 


— meal, 11 "Tingalūr is in Erode taluk, about 20 miles 
north-west of Perundurai. | | 


— Tälünri alias Vikramasolapuram.i? This was near 
lingalur, and is now called Talaguni, west of Koļap- 
palūr in Gobichettipalayam taluk, 

1. 532/05. © 2.0171/10. 3.-178/103 .205/65-66. RA “231/20. 

9. Ibid. 6. Te. Ins. 999-1001. 7. Ibid. p, 246. 8. 985/05 - 9. 172/10. 
107,596/09:;. Te. Ins*:p;,262. 11. 605/05; 171/10; 236/20 ;. 617/15. 
12. 618/05. ye. | 
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— Vijayamāngalam.! Vijayamangalam is on the Perun- 
durai Avanāsi road in Erode taluk, about 6 miles 
west of Perundurai, and about 4 miles north of 
Vijayamangalam R.S, on the Coimbatore Madras 
Railway line. Konguvel of this place was the author 
of Perun Kadai in Tamil. 

— Tennūr near Vijayamangalam, and Ugappadi? or 
Ugayppadi.? Temple of Nangai Nili at Tennur. Tennūr 
may be Kongampalayam south of Vijayamangalam. 
North of Kongampalayam is Dasampalayam with a 
temple. Vagaipputtur^ near Vijayamangalam. This 
is Puttur north of Vijayamangalam. 

— Virasangathapperumpalli at Vijayamangalam.? 

— Nirambaiyur, the native place of Adiyarkunallar, the 
commentator of Silappadikaram, must be near Vijaya- 
mangalam. 

— Sengarppalli or Sengappalli® This is Chengappalli, 
in Erode taluk about 6 miles south west of Vijaya- 
mangalam, on the road to Avanasi. 


— Kunnattūr.” Kunnattur is in Erode taluk, about 5 miles 
north of Chengappalli, on the road to Gobichetti- 
palayam. 

— Kurakkuttali,® This is Sugrivesvara temple at Sirkar 
Periyapalayam about 2 miles south of Kulipalayam in 
Avanasi taluk. 

— Amur alias Rahuttarayanallur.? 

— Adavur.!0 

— Teraiyur alias Kulēttungasolanallūr.!! 

— Adiyūr!*-Podukkayam alias Solapandiyapuram, in 

. Kurunda Nādu.! Adiyur is 3 miles north-west of 
Chengappalli, and 2 miles trom Virumandampalayam 
in Erode taluk. 

— Pālattoluvu.!* or Palaittoluvu,!? This is Punjai Palattolu 
about 6 miles south-east of Uttukkuli, and west of 

1. 544/05. 2. 593/05. 3. 556/05. 4. 569/05. 5. 598/05. 

6. 205165 00 7. Te. Ins. p. 280, 281. 8x 00 9. Te. Ins. 
p. 248; 569/05. 10. 194/09. 11. 565/05. 12. Te. Ins.-998.- 137 Lord 
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Noyyal, further east of Kāngaya Nadu, the divisions of Tattai- 
kala Nadu and Vengala Nadu are placed inside this Valanadu. 
As such Virasöla Valanadu was a very large territorial division 
of Kongu alias Virasolamandalam. By the fact that the major 
part of these regions lay south of Noyyal alias Kañchi- 
mānadi, before its merging with the Kāvēri, this part was 
distinctly called Tenkarai Virasola Valanadu.! Since the 
Vayaraikka Nadu included Sulür, Kinattukkadavu in the far 
west, it is plain that Virasola Valanadu extended very probably 
from the western boundary of Kongu, lying south of the Noyyal, 
and spread up to the eastern frontiers of Kongu, as is evidenced 
by Tattaikaļa Nādu in which were Tirumukkūdal and Kattalai, 
near the mud embankment boundary at Tirukkampuliyūr, was 
inside this Valanadu. Thus it is clear that Virasola Valanadu 
was a major division of Virasolamandalam i.e., Kongu. 
Vikramasola Valanadu lay west of Virasola Vaļanādu in its 
part north of Noyyal, westwards of Kurumbu Nadu. 


REFERENCES TO VIRASOLA VALANADU 


North of Noyyal 
— Mukundanūr or Mukundur? (Sirkar Periyapalayam, 
Erode taluk). This was the name of the place where 
was Kurakkuttali Aludaiyar (Sugrivesvara) temple’. 
This was in Kurumbu Nadu. The portion around 
Varadaraja Temple was called Vikramasola-chatur- 
vēdi-mangalam. The god was called Vikramasola 
Vinnagar Alwar.* Mukundanur was also called 
'Kailāsanivāsa-Chaturvēdimangalam in the days of 
Nañjaraja Odeyar.? The pond near Mukandanur was 
“called Nafijarāsarkuļam.* This may be the lake west of 
Sirkar Periyapälayam, near which is Kolattupalayam. 
Nalláru, tributary of Noyyal, flows nearby. 
— Palainallür.” This may be Sirkar Periyapalayam. 
— ...nal9 This may be a reference to Kodumanal, 
on the north bank of Noyyal and south west of 
X Chennimalai in Erode taluk. 


1. 178/20. 2. 305/08 f. 3. 304/08: 306, 309/08. 4. 317/08. 
5. 315, 316/08. 6. Mys. A.R. 1918. p. 56. 7. 306/08. 8. 224/V. 
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— Karrāyangāni alias Virasola-chaturvedimangalam.! This 
| is Agrahara Kattāngāni about 4 miles south east of 
Ūttukkuli R.S. and about 2 miles west of Punjai 
Palattolu, in Erode taluk.?: East of it is Sirkar 


Kattangani. 


South of Noyyal 
— Tenkarai Virasūla Valanadu.? | 
— Korranür, Maravapalayam, Alambadi and Karrayan- 
gāni.* (These werein Kāngaya Nādu). Karrayangani 
is Kattangani on the south bank of Noyyal. Marava- 
palayam and Korranur were evidently parts of one 
village called Korranur.?  Maravapalayam is 2 miles. 
north of Kiranúr in Dhārāpuram taluk. Alambadi is 
north of Kangayam. Kottanūr is 8 miles north north- 
east of Kangayam in Dharapuram taluk. 


— Nallur alias Amarabhayankara-chaturvedimangalam, 
and Vellanür.® Nallür is east of Tiruppūr in Palladam 
taluk, and south of Noyyalar. (this was in Valuppukka 
Nadu). Vellanur was a hamlet of Vellakkal in 
Kangaya Nadu. 

— Manimodu Nalltr alias  Samaladevi-chaturvedi- 
mangalam’, on the bank of the river Kanchi. This is 
Samalapuram on the south bank of Noyyal, north east. 
of Sūlūr, in the Palladam taluk. (This was in 
Vayaraikka Nadu). 

— Vellakkóvil.2 Vellakoyil is east of Kangayam. (This 
was in Kangaya Nadu) Vellanür was a hamlet of it.? 

— Vayirampalli alias Uttamasola-chaturvedimangalam.!9 
Utamapālayam is 6 miles south west of Vellakoyil in 
Dharapuram taluk. 

— Tattaiyūr Nadu.!! (same as Tattaikala Nadu)— 
Virasola-chaturvedimangalam. 


1. 273/10. 2. Mys. A.R. 1918. 3. 178/20; Te. Ins. 1155: 
p.297. 4. 225/20; Te. Ins. 1155. 5. 176/20 f. 6. 114/15 ; Te. 
Ins. p. 215. 7. Te. Ins. 1174. 8. Ibid, p. 297. 9. 187/20. 
10. ji. 11. 154/14. M 
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7 Epigraphical references dated from the reigns of the Kongu 
‘Chola kings of the beginning of the thirteenth century and 
during the reigns of the Vijayanagara rulers, and their 
successors, the last of the available references being dated in 
S'1421 and S’1635, point unmistakably to the existence of this 
division of Kongu. Valuppukka Nadu is a small division which 
included parts of the Palladam taluk, lying on both sides of 
Noyyal, as the location of the places make us believe. Tiruppūr, 
Nallūr, Peruntolu in the Palladam taluk situated south of 
Noyyal were in this division. And this shows that in this region 
it was bounded in the west by Pongalurka Nadu, and in the east 
by the Kāngaya Nādu. In the south it was coterminous with 
Pongalūrkā Nadu. In the north of Noyyal it seems to have 
included the regions of Perumpālaikkarai, Perumpuļainattam, 
and Perumpaļanam, which from other notices, is seen to be the 
other name of Perumānallūr. The exact area, inside this 
Valuppukkā Nādu, north of the Noyyal remains to be clearly 
ascertained. 


The name of the division is spelt variously as Valippukkā.! 
Nadu, Valuppukka? Nadu, Valippurrakka? Nadu, Valuppur- 
rakarai^ Nadu, Valippürkka? Nadu and Valippurkkarai® Nadu. 
All these are one in showing Valippur or Valuppur was the 
centre of the division and Valuppūrru and Valuppūrrakarai 
were also its other names. The suffixes Urru and Ūrrakkarai 
clearly point to a place name like Ūttukkuļi. A record/ notices 
Valippür, and Ichchikkarani were inside this division, and this 
confirms our surmise of the existence of a place Valippur, the 
centre of the division. | 


Among the places noted inside this division, Peruntoluvu? 
is in the Palladam taluk, south east of Tiruppur, and about 
4 miles west of Padiyur. Nallur alias Amarabhayankara-chatur- 
vedimangalam? is Nallur about 4 miles east of Tiruppür in 
Palladam taluk, and on the south bank of Noyyal. It was 
also called Sundara Pändiya Nallur.!Ü Urrattür was attached to 


ee BE A A IA 

1. 108/20 S'1421. Mys. A.R. 1918. p. 49. 2. 263/20. 3. 306/08. 
4. Ibid. 5. 214/65-66. 6. 108/20; Te. Ins. p. 1065. 7. Ibid 
8. 214/65-66. 9. 263/20. 10. 201/65-66. 
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Sundara Pändiya Nallūr.! A record at Nallür dated in S 1635 
notes the grant of tax incomes (rom Tiluppür, Kāngēya- 
samudram and Ürrattür to the Sundara Pandiya Nallur temple.? 
Tiluppür is a form of the name Tiruppūr and Ūrrattūr must be 
sought for near Nallur and Tiruppur. This name Urrattur suggests 
that it may have been the same as Valippūrru the centre of this 
division, or a similar name existed closeby. 


Since Nallur alias Amarabhayankara-chaturvedimangalam 
is placed in Virasola Valanadu also, Valuppukka Nadu was a 
subdivision of Virasola Valanadu, like Vayaraikka Nadu and 
Kangaya Nadu. 

There is no mention of the Valuppukka Nadu in the 
Kongumandala Sadagam even though this division had existed 
for more than four centuries, 


The ancient location of Perumpulaikkarai 1s made clear by 
the mention of the boundaries of the village, when it was 
rehabilitated in the reign. of Sundara Pandiya and from which 
date it was called Sundarapāndiyanallūr. This records Usavarai 
was on its east, the third yal: on the road to Kandiyankal, and 
the sluice of the Da . . . dadase in the road to Peruntolu were in 
the south, the sluice constructed in the course of the river Ūrralār 
was in the west, while the highway used by the Errilarar and the 
western boundary stone planted on the road to Karrangani were 
in the north, These details of boundary show very pointedly the 
situation of Perumpulaikkarai village renamed Sundarpandiya- 
nallūr in the vicinity of Peruntoluvu and the roads to Kandiyan- 
koil and Karrangani, besides its placement exactly in the south 
of the highway used by Errilarar. A look at the map fixes up the 
site of this village in the south of High Road from Tiruppūr to 
Kangayam, and in the region of the river on whose bank 1s 
Peruntoluvu. The area is now represented by the sites of the 
modern villages of Rangapalayam, Puliyandampalayam, and 
Ramalingapuram, the stony waste to whose west is the region 
representing the Usavarai of the epigraph. Modern Andipalayam 
lay south of it, as the road to Kandiyankal (1.e., Kandiyankoil) 
is in its north and east. The road to Peruntolu lies west of 
Ramalingapuram. Our location of the site, 1n close proximity to 


1. 203/65-66 5'1635. 2. lbid. 
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the road to Peruntoļu and Kandiyankoyil, besides our equation 
of the highway with the Tiruppūr Kāngayam road, gets us 
another important identification, which is the discovery of the 
river Ūrralār as the one that flows past Peruntoļuvu and this 
village of Perumpulaikkarai. This river is seen to be an import- 
ant stream of this region. Beginning from the uplands in the 
north of Avanasipalayam, it proceeds in a north easterly 
direction past Thonkuttipalayam Paruvakkailipalayam, Perun- 
toluvu, the site of Perumpulaikkarai, and then proceeds north of 
the highway, and entering the Dharapuram taluk in the region 
west of Padiyur and running past Sivagiripudür lying on its 
western bank, enriches a tank at Karrangani in the south of 
Noyyal and finally empties itself in that river. That the ancient 
name of this river was Ūrralār, is let known to us by the 
epigraph when it states the boundaries of Perumpulaikkarai. 
This is a very useful disclosure, for it leads us to the origin of 
the name of Valuppürru of the Valuppūrrukkā Nadu. That there 
was a village of the name Uttalur is let known to us by the 
Mukundanallur-pattayam, when it states that Soliyandak- 
kavundar son of Andakkavundar of the Panangadarkula was 
supreme over the five villages, Mukandai of Ten Kuruppai Nadu, 
Nallūr, Tiruppür, Ūttalūr, and Mannarai. The record shows 
that they were all in Virasolapura Nādu, and the location of 
four of these villages in Palladam taluk, clearly indicates the 
existence of Uttalür in the area contiguous to these. We may 
thus conclude that this Ūttalur is a village in the Palladam taluk, 
in the neighbourhood of Tiruppür, Nallūr, and this may in all 
likelihood be a village on the bank of Ūrralār whose identity 
with the river on whose bank is Peruntolu, we have established 
above. As such the village Uttalür has to be sought for on the 
Urralär. Therefore we are now inclined to see the headquarters 
Valuppürru in close proximity to Ūttalūr and Ūrralār of the 
region of Peruntolu and Perumpulaikkarai, Here must have been 
the headquarters of the division named after it as Valuppurrakka 
Nadu. Valuppūrrakkarai and Valuppūrkarai, the variants of the 
name of this divisional centre, clearly predicates this conclusion 
of ours. The existence of the centre of this division by the name 
of Valuppür is thus assured. 
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Vāyaraikkā Nadu 

Vāyaraikkāl! Nadu is spelt in many ways as Vayarakka2 
Nādu, Vayiraikka? Nadu, Vayiraikka* Nadu, Vayaraikka? Nadu, 
Vayuraikkal? Nadu, Vāykaraikkā” Nadu, Vayaraikkara? Nadu, 
Valiraikka? Nadu, and Varakka!9 Nadu. This division included 
parts of modern Coimbatore, Palladam taluks lying south of 
Noyyal and the adjoining parts of the Pollachi taluk. It lay 
west of Pongalurka Nadu. I identify Vayarai, the centre of this 
division with Paruvay about 2 miles north of Karadibavi and 
west of Arakulam, in Palladam taluk, The following are the 
places noted in this division: 


— Suralür alias Sundarapändiyanallür.!! Tenkaraich 
Churalur.!^ Its earlier name was Ariyapirättinallür.13 
Sūralūr was the earlier form of the name of modern 
Sūlūr, on the south bank of Noyyal in the Palladam 
taluk. It is about 14 miles west of Palladam, on the 
Palladam Coimbatore road, 


2 Tennür was near it.!* This may be Puttür south of 
Sulur. 
— Sidakkarchi!> or Sidakkarachchi 16 


— Sūlūr is called Süralür alias Sundarapändiyanallür, a 
hamlet of Sitakkarachchi in a record .!7 


— Pallodam alias Adirādirājanallūr.!$ Pallodam is 
Palladam, the headquarters of Palladam taluk of 
Coimbatore district, 


— HFuttūr.!? A Puttür is south of Sülür, Agrahara Puttūr is 
near Mangalam, A Karaiputtūr is south-west of 
Tiruppúr and south of Iduvāyi. A Señjeri Puttür is 
near Senjeri. All are in Palladam taluk, 





——————— 


l. 101/15; 440/58-59. 2. 446/25. 3. 210/09 : 144/10 ; 421/58-59 
4 915/005. 169/27. 52.2391. Os 122100 7.292. 8: Mys. 
A.R. 1918. p. 14. 9. A.R. 1926-97. p. 184. 10. G.P.No. 12/36-37 
5.1657. 11. 304/08. 12. 311, 312/08. 13. 643/22. 14. Mys. A.R. 
1918. p. 18. 15. 313/08. 16. Mys. A.R. 1918. p. 49. In the south of 
Noyyol, Sidakkarchi may be located in the junction of the Vedi- 
mangalam stream and Noyyal. 17. Ibid. 18. 101/05. 19. 224/V. 
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— Sulur. Sulur is in the south bank of Noyyal, about 
14 miles west of Palladam. 

— Vadavaliyūr. Vadavalli is about 4 miles west of 
Varappatti, west of the Pollachi Palladam road. 


— Ottakarmandapam. ^ Ottakkalmandapam, west of 
Maileripalayam in Pollachi taluk, and west of Periya 
Kuyilai, 


— Fonnakāļi. This is Ponnakani about 1% miles south east 
of Periya Kuyilai in Palladam taluk, 

— Kārachchēri. Karachchēri is in the adjacent Pollachi 
taluk, 

— Punaivadi. 

— Kannādiputtūr, 

— Pūsupadi. 

— Mādēvi. 

— Silanayakanur. 


— Pālayūrmalai. 


Pongalūrkā Nādu 

Pongalūrkā Nādu! mentioned in inscriptions is also called 
Pongalūrkarai Nadu? and Pongalūr Nadu? in an epigraph and 
this short form is also found used in the Kongumandala Sadagam. 
The headguarters of this division was Pongalūr which is about 
6 miles west of Avanásipalayam, and about 7 miles east of 
Palladam, in Palladam taluk of Coimbatore district. It is 
interesting to note that it was locally called Ponkulukki Nadu. 
It requires to be critically examined whether Pongalur Nadu is 
the same as ‘Pounnata where is beryl’ as noted by the Greek 
geographer Ptolemy of the second century A.D. Padiyur where 
there is an ancient beryl mine is only about ten miles from 
Avanasipalayam. It is interesting to note that Ponnadu Nal 
was the name of a standard liquid measure of Ponnādu, and is 
referred to in a record of Arasapāļayam and also in an epigraph 
at Pūndi. Besides, a grain measure called Ponnadukal is noticed 


1. 108/20. 2. Ibid. Te. Ins. p. 1068. 3. 200/45-46 S’1664. 
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in another record. These evidences therefore make it likely 
that Pounnata mentioned by Ptolemy is the same as Ponnadu, 
the other name of Ponkulukki Nadu or Ponkalur Nadu. Even to 
day it is a feature that when fields in Ponkalur are ploughed 
stones of various colours are thrown up by the shovels and they 
fetch good value. The name Ponkalur was thus fittingly given to 
this place as the village of precious stones. While this was the 
centre of the division Ponkalur Nadu, Padiyur the site. of the 
beryl mine which is now exhausted, is locally known as Pattiyali 
and is about 5 miles north of Kandiyankoyil. 


Pongalurka Nadu was a very large division of Kongu and 
was made up of two parts called Vada Pongalurka Nadu and 
len Pongalurka Nadu. It lay south of Noyyal river, and was 
bounded in the west by Vayaraikka Nadu and in the east by 
Valuppukka Nadu. Besides, it was coterminous with Kangaya 
Nadu and Narayanur Nadu in the east, in the region of 
Dharapuram taluk, len Pongalurka Nadu lay in the south of 
Narayanūr Nadu, and it included southernmost portions of 
Dharapuram taluk, in the south of Dalavaypattanam, and the 
regions south of Kolinjivadi, and here it adjoined the Talayur 
Nadu. In the south of the south Pongalurka Nadu was the Anda 
Nadu also known as Vaikavur Nadu, the location of border 
places revealing that Kiranur Pulariyūr road was the rough 
boundary between the two. In the east in this part it was 
bounded by the Kondarangi hills south of which were Konda- 
rangi Kiranür, and Kongappatti on the Nangänji river. 
Kavadikka Nadu lay south west of Pongalurka Nadu, in the 
region of Pollachi taluk. Nallūrkā Nādu and Karaivali Nādu 
adjoined this Pongalūrkā Nadu in the region of Udumalai- 
ppēttai taluk. In epigraphs, the following are the places noticed 
inside this division. 

Pongalurka Nadu! or Ponkalūr Nadu* or Pongalur Nadu? or 
Pongalurkarai ^ Nādu : | 

.— Pongalūr (Ponkalur) is about 7 miles east of Palladam 

in Palladam taluk. Ponkalūr means the Village of 
precious stones (Pon+kal+ūr). 

— Kanur. : 


| 
l. 108/20. 2. 224/V. 3. 200/65-66. 4. 108/20: Te. Ins. p. 1068. 
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— Alagumalai!. Alagumalai is west of Kandiyankoil in 
Palladam taluk. 

— Kundodam,? This is Kundadam in Dhäräpuram taluk. 
Vaduganāthaswāmi temple. The god is called Konga 
Vitankattu Avudaiyar.3 Vadugappillaiyar and Para- 
mēsvara shrines are in this temple, 

— Pülamburaköttai,* a place where Kokkandan Pallava- 
rayan, captain of 1000 foot soldiers stayed. 

— Sadaiyampalayam.? This is in Dhārāpuram taluk. The 
old name of the place was Kuraiyur. 

— Siru Navananali alias Sundara Pandiyapuram.9 "This is 
Navanāri, about 6 miles south-west of Sadayam- 
palayam. 

— Nirmani or Ninmani.? This was the name of Ponnivadi 
south-east of Kolinjivadi in Dharapuram  taluk. 


— Vānavanchēri, 


Vada Pongalurka Nadu 

— Puttaraichchal.8 This is Putterichchal in Palladam 
taluk, east of Velavari on the road [rom Palladam to 
Dhārāpuram, 

— Koduvayil.? This is Koduvay south of Avanasipalayam 
in Palladam taluk, on the Tiruppur Dharapuram road. 
Vinnirainda Perumal temple at Koduvay.!? 

— Kandiyankoyil!! attached to Koduvay. This is Kandi- 
yankoil north of Alagumalai in Palladam taluk. 
Kandisvara temple. 

T en-Pongalurka Nadu 

— Pünaippädikkalpalli alzas Periyamangalam.!? As this is 
on an inscription on a stone in a field near Gudi- 
mangalam in Udumalaippéttai taluk, Periyamangalam 
may be identified with Kottaimangalam about 4 miles 
south of Gudimangalam, on Gudimangalam Udumalai- 
ppēttai road. 

1. 199/65-66. 2. 236/64-65. 3. 127/20. 4. 118/20. 5. 135/136/20. 
6. 173/27. 7. 294/61-62. 8. 440/28-29. 9. 6/23. 10. This temple 
was repaired by the Nättär of Pongalürka Nadu in S’1441 ; 108/20. 
11. 20/65-66. 12. 136/15 ©1458. | 
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Dhārāpuram taluks which lies in the border of the Tiruchirapalli 
and Coimbatore districts. The northern division was centred 
round Vadakarai Maņalūr, on the north bank of Amarāvāti, 
in Karūr taluk, and about 10 miles southeast of Vellakkoil 
of Dhārāpuram taluk. This division appears to have extended up 
to the Noyyal river, and was east of Kangaya Nadu, Tenkarai 
Manalür Nadu was centred round Manalúr on the south 
bank of the Amaravati, opposite to Vadakarai Manaür, in the 
Dharapuram taluk, north-west of Nafijai Talayür. It was adjacent 
to Talayur Nadu or Talaya Nadu in the south and east. 


All the places noted in Kongumandala Sadagam, as being 
inside Mana Nadu, which name is short for Manalür Nadu, are 
found in the east of Maņalūr and Vadakarai Manalür, and 
placed in Karur taluk. Chinna Dharapuram is about 6 miles east 
of Vadakarai Manalur, and on the north bank of Amarāvati. 
Kūdalūr is about 3 miles north of Chinna Dharapuram on the 
road to Erode. Kēodandūr'is about 4 miles in the north west of 
Gudalur, on the Kangayam Karūr road. Tennilai (south) is in 
the north of Gudalur in the junction of the roads to Erode and 
Karür. Tennilai (west) is about 3 miles north of this, while 
Tennilai (east) 1s about the same distance east of Tennilai 
(west). These places are in the west and east of the road to 
Erode. Tennilai was thus a big city. Elavanür is about 4 miles 
east of Chinna Dharapuram. Rajapuram is on the north bank of 
Amaravati, and about 5 miles south east of Chinna Dhara- 
puram on the road to Karur. Nadandai is on the road from 
Chinna Dharapuram to Paramatti, and about 4 miles south of 
Paramatti, 


Thus Manalur Nadu, called Mana Nadu in Kongumandala 
Sadagam, was the region that adjoined Idaippichchi Nadu 
called Idaippuludi Nadu in inscriptions, which was in its east. 
In the north of Tennilai and Vadakarai Manalür, this division 
was bounded by Mēlkarai Araya Nadu. 


The places noted as being inside this division, in the 
Irupattunalunattu-pattayam are : 
— Temnilai-nagar. See above, 


— Güdalür. do 
21 
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— Vēttarāyanpālayam. This is Vettuvapalayam about 
23 miles west of Güdalur, in Karur taluk. 


— Āmbiranadikūdalūr. This is Küdalür about 2 miles 
north of the Amarāvati river. 


— Ūttuppatti. Uttuppatti is north of Chtdamani and 
24 miles north-east of Chinna Dhārāpuram, in Karur 
taluk. 


— Malayampalayam. Malaiyampalayam is in the junction 
of the roads Karur to Erode and Kangayam to Karur, 
about 3 miles north of Gudalur, in Karur taluk, 

— Tundu Kalipalayam. Kalipalayam is about 2 miles 
south-west of Gudalur. 


— KilaRadapuram, This is Chinna Dhārāpuram on the 
north bank of Amaravati. 


T enkarai Nādu! 


lenkarai Nadu was the name of a division which lay east 
of Pongalurka Nadu and south of Kangaya Nadu. The border 
line is marked by the Ūdiyūr hill and Nadakani hill, and north 
of this was the Kangaya Nadu. It included the regions of the 
Varattukkarai river beginning from Vañjipalayam and Kolu- 
manguli, and all the area on both sides of the Amaravati river, 
including Kolinjivadi, and Kolattupalayam, It adjoined the 
Talayūr Nadu of the region of the Undama Nadi and Kannivadi 
in the east of Mulanur, in Dharapuram taluk. It is thus clear that 
the term Tenkarai (south bank) has reference to the Varattuk- 
karai river, a tributary to the Amaravati, flowing from the west 
to the east, Narayanur Nadu in which Dharapuram lay, west of 
Vada Pongalurka Nadu and adjoined this Tenkarai Nadu. This 
Tenkaraı Nadu is mentioned in inscriptions as well as in 
Kongumandala Sadagam. 





l. This Tenkarai Nadu was different from the much larger 
territorial division of the same name Tenkarai Nādu, which comprised 


the whole of that part of West Kongu which lay south of the Noyyal 
river. 
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Among the places noted in epigraphs are: 


— Nilamperür.! This was the name of Karaiyür on the 
Nallatangal river and east of Kolattupalayam. The 
god of the temple at the place was Tirumarai 
Udayar.? 

— Virasangätha-chaturvedimangalam, a Brahmadeya.? This 
was the other name of Piramiyam.  Tiruvalanjuli 
Nayanar temple. is in this village of Piramiyam, 
Viliyam was a quarter of this village. 

— Kurichi.? This was the early name of Lakkamanayakam- 
patti, on the north bank of Amaravati, and Kurichi- 
valasu is east of it, Kurichi was called Alagapuri or 
Alagai. The temple of Aludaiyar Alagiya Nayanar is 
noted in an epigraph on a door post lying on the old 
site of the Siva temple at Lakkamanayakanpatti. 

— Korranur? or Kottanūr.” This is Kottanūr on the bank 
of Varattukkarai river east of Sirukinar and north 
of Sankarandampalayam in the Dharapuram taluk, 

— Brahmadesam.® This name is evidently the short for 
Virasangatha chaturvedimangalam, a  Brahamadzya, 
which was the other name of Piramiyam as noted 
above. The modern name Piramiyam is a corruption 
of this name Brahmadesam or Brahmadeyam. 

— Periyakulam.? 'This may be Kolattupalayam on the 
west bank of the Nallatangal river and about 2% miles 
east of Virājimangalam. 


Kongumandala Sadagam gives the following places inside 
this division. 

— Korranur. See above. 

— Mūlanūr. Mūlānūr is east of Piramiyam, on the 

Dhārāpuram Karūr road. 

— Piramiyam. See above. 

— Kurichehl- do 

— Ilampillai. 


E E E M—————————— 
1. 154, 180/20. 2. 154/20. 3. 182/20. 4. 189/20. 5. 210/20 
6. 176, 179/20. 7. 164/20. 8. 215/65-66. 9. 182/27 S1782. 
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— Virachchimangalam. This is Virajimangalam on the 
south bank of Amaravati, and north of Kolinjivadi, in 
Dharapuram taluk. 

— Tūrambādi.  Turambadi is on the south bank of 
Amaravati, on the road from Mulanur to Vellakkoil. 

— Mambadi. Mambadi is on the south bank of Amaravati, 
west of Turambadi. 

— Nilambúr. See Nilamperür noted above, 

— Ediranur. 

— Udiyir. Ūdiyūr is on the north bank of Varattukkarai 
river, in the Dharapuram Kangayam road. 

— Kolumankuli. Kolumanguli is on the north bank of 
Varattunkkarai river, west of Ūdiyūr. 


— Kilankundam. Kilankundal is south of Mulanur. 


As noticed above, both by the evidences of the epigraphs as 
well as the Kongumandala Sadagam, places lying west of 
Amarāvati like Piramiyam, Nilamperur, Virajimangalam, were 
inside Tenkarai Nadu, and as some of these places are said to be 
in Narayanur Nadu, Narayanur Nadu was a subdivision of this 
Tenkarai Nadu. 


The Irupattunalunattu-pattayam gives only the following 
in the Tenkarai Nadu; 

— Ūdiyūrmalai. Ūdiyūr hill is east of Kolumanguli and 
north of Varattukkarai river in Dharapuram taluk. 

— Palaru. Was this a name of Varattukkaraipallam river ? 

— Kottanur. See above. A Kottanur is 3 miles east of 
Udiyur. 

— Vañjiyammankoyil. Vanjiyammankoyil is on the bank 
of Nelalikarai river, about 5 miles south east of 
Kādaiyūr, 


Narayanur Nādu 


Narayanūr Nādu was the name of the division centred 
round Narayanūr, which appears to have been the earlier name 
of Dhārāpuram, the headguarters of the Dhārāpuram taluk,. on 
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the west bank of the Amarāvati river. This division was bordered 
on the west by the Pongalūrka Nādu and on the south by the Ten 
Pongalūrkā Nādu. In its east was Talayūr Nadu. In the north it 
was coterminous with Tenkarai Nādu, region of the Varattuk- 
karai river tributary to Amarāvati. 


The following are the places noticed inside this division. 
— Rajarajapuram! alias Parantakapuram? or Pirantaka- 
puram.? 
alias Rājamahēndrapuram.* 
alias Vilatapuram.> 
altas Kongu Vanchi. 

These were the names of modern Dhārāpuram on the 
bank of Amarāvati, the headguarters of Dhārāpuram 
taluk of the Coimbatore district. Rājarājapuram was 
colloguilised to Dhārāpuram, just like Rajarājēsvaram 
was corrupted to Darasuram in Tanjavur district, 
It is stated to be the capital of Kongumandalam in a 
record at Mailrangam, in Dharapuram taluk, dated in 
Kali 4633, belonging to the Vijayanagara king 
Krishnadevaraya Maharaja. The inscription of Hari- 
hara declares it as a Kongumandalaitu Naratyanur Nāttu 
pradhana Rājadhāniyāna Rajarajapuram. 

'The earlier name of Dharapuram was Parantakapuram, 
as noticed in the records of the Kongu king Tribhu- 
vanachakravartin Konerinmaikondan. This name was 
current even in times earlier to this king as is plain by 
a reference to Parantakapuram in Kongu Nadu in a 
record of the Chola king Parantaka I, the son of 
Aditya I, who conquered Kongu.? It is therefore likely 
that Parantakapuram (also spelt as Pirantakapuram) 
was the name of the place current at the time, Since 
Narayanür Nàdu was the name of the division in 
which it was, and since Parantakapuram altas Rāja- 
rājapuram, was the capital of Kongu, it is quite likely 


ADIBE 55 289/20: Kon. 26th:59305. 187/20: 03629011 
Maduraikonda Parakēšari 1.e., Parantaka I. 14th year. 4. 194/65-66. 


5. 146/20 S’1185 6. 290/11. 
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that Narayanūr, the centre of this division, was only 

the earlier name of the place, and Parāntakapuram was 

its later name, given to it after the ruling king. The 

name Vañchi was applied to Dharapuram, and is 

found only in a record of the thirteenth century. 

Kongu Vafichi as it is called in that epigraph of 

A.D. 1203 (S’1185)! is found engraved on a slab set 

up in front of the Tillapuri Amman temple at Dhara- 

puram, and the characters are modern and mutilated, 

The Kali and Saka years given are incorrect as the 
epigraphist has noted. Parantakapuram must have 

been renamed Rājrājapuram after one of the Kongu 

kings of that name or the Chola Rajaraja I. That it 

was the place of the royal residence of the king and the 

queen is made plain by Perumal Urimatyāļar of Raja- 
räjapuram mentioned in inscriptions?. This place was 
traditionally associated with the lives of the Pandava 

brothers and hence called Vilata or Viratapuram.? 

The temples of the place are, Agastyesvara, Krishna- 

svami,  Tilapuri Amman, Uttara Viraraghava 
Perumal, Kalyanaramésvarasvami, the last being in 

the fort of Dharapuram,  Epigraphs reveal that 
Aludaiyar TiruNattiyam Udaiyär* was the name of 

the deity in the Siva temple, which had also a shrine 

of Subrahmanya. Perunkarunaichchelviyar was the 

name of the goddess of the Tillapuri Amman” temple. 

1. 146/20. 2. 229/20. 3. A.R. 1920 p. 108. "In popular legend 
Dhārāpuram is believed to be Viratapuram wherein the scenes of the 
stirring incidents of the last year of the Pandavas’ exile were laid 
in the Mahabharata and the fertile Hindu imagination has coupled 
certain places in and around this town with memorable episodes from 
the great epic. For instance, Daļavāy pattinam, five miles to the 
south of Dharapuram is considered to be the place where the brothers 
met in solemn conclave (tantytrukkat) to pitch on Viratapuram as best 
suited for their life of incognito; Kadarrür, Karattolu and Tiruppur 
are connected with the cattle lifting raids of Duryodhana; Kirantr 
is the tryst where Bhima met and fought his vengeful duel with 
Kichaka, and Nafijupoygai near Aravakurichi, the watercourse from 
off which the brothers quaffed their poisoned drink. It is also note- 


worthy that Draupadi seems to be a fairly popular name among 
the women folk of the labouring classes." 4. 150/20. 5. 148/20. 
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— Rajadhiraja-chaturvedimangalam a Brakmdēya.! 


— Udaiyapirätti-chaturvedimangalam alias Kolinjipadi.? 
This is Kolinjivadi in the east bank of Amaravati, 
east of Dharapuram. The part where is the Sokkanatha 
temple at Kolinjivadi was called Alagiya Chokka- 
puram, Modern  Chokkanathapalayam is east of 
Kolinjivadi. Its boundaries are noted as Munrankarai, 
Uñjapparai etc., in a record.3 It was also called 
Madavilaga Alagiya Chokkapuram. It was bounded 
in the east by Kalukkottai, and lay south of the 
Palapperuvali.^ 


— Virāndamangalam.5 This may be modern Viraji- 
mangalam, north of Kolinjivadi. 

— Pidārippatti Tenpalli. Ammai Pidärippatti.° This may 
be Ammappatti east of Manakkadavu, about 4 miles 
south of Koliñjivadi. 

— Anukkampallam alias Amarabhuyankara Mannarai. in 
Udaiyapiratti-chaturvedimangalam." 

— Kulottungasola Mannarai at Kolinjivadi.® 

—. Virasola Mannarai at Kolinjivadi.? 

— Kumanarajan-parru at Virasola Mannarai.!° 

— Vira Pandiya-chaturvedimangalam, a Brakmadēya.!! 

— Viragolan  Tirumadaivilagam in Rajavichchadira- 
puram.!? 

— Amakkalatalam.1? 

— Dalavaypattinam,!^ Dalavaypattinam is about 8 miles 
south west of Dhārāpuram. Pidariyamman in Pidari- 
yamman temple is called Nānādēsiyamangai. 


1. 151/20. 2. 258, 260/V. T. Kon; 259/V. Dévaraya. 3. Ibid. 
4. 257/V. 5. See note OSC ibid. 135 18279 120770200 1V% 
8. 260/V : 156/20. 9. 260/V 10. 156/20, Kumaņūruģaiyāņ eluttu 
(signature in 260/V.). 11. 139/20. 1935029720 SCS 722; 
14. 158/20. 
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Talayur .Nadu 

Talayūr Nadu is stated to be a part of Vada Kongu in a 
record!, just like Pongalurka Nadu?, Vengala Nadu? etc., 
and the name is spelt also as Talaiyur Nadu in the Temple 
Inscriptions, (Talaiyur Nattu Talaiyur).^ Tālayūr or Talayur 
was the earlier name of Mudakkür in Karür taluk in the portion 
close to the south eastern part of Dhārāpuram taluk, Kila 
Talayur is on the south bank of Amaravati, about eight miles 
north-east of Mudakkūr, This division is spelt as Talaya Nadu 
in the Kongumandala Sadagam. 

While an inscription notices that Kosalarayanallur? was a 
place in this division, the Sadagam notes about thirteen villages 
inside lalaya Nadu of which Mudakkur and Talayūr were 
principal places noticed already which show that the region 
comprised parts of Dharapuram and Karur taluks. In the south 
of Amaravati, Talayur or Talaya Nadu was the region centred 
round Talayur or Mudakkur in Karur taluk, and had within it 
the following places. 


— Talaiyūr. This is Kila Talaiyūr on the south bank of 
Amaravatiriver, about 8 miles north east of Mudakkur 
in Karur taluk of Tiruchirapalli district. 

— Aravakkurichchi. Aravakurichi is on the bank of the 
Nangänjı river 2 miles south east of Kila Talaiyur, in 
Karur taluk, and on the road to Karur. 

— Sandappadi. This is 3 miles north west of Mudakkür, 
in Karur taluk, 

—Inunganür. This is 3 miles south of Mudakkur, in 
Karur taluk. 

— Sendamangalam. This is south east of Inunganur, in 
Karür taluk. 

— Fungambādi. This is on the bank of Kudavanār, about 
5 miles east of Aravakurichi, in Karür taluk. 

— Velanpundi, or Vēlampādi. This is Velamundi on the 
west bank of Amarāvati, in Dhārāpuram taluk, at the 
junction of Shanmuga Sittär with Amarävati. river 
and about 4 miles west of Kila Talaiyūr. 


12:185/10:$. 27152445343 fe L155: 4. Ibid 721, 722. 
9. lbtd. 905. : 
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It was until recently a single granite (vengachchengal) and was 
famous for its coolness even in the hottest part of the midday in 
Summer, well experienced by sitting over it at that time. It 
was cool as butter and was hence named Vennaimalai. Those 
who renovated the temple on its top in recent times have covered 
the red stone and built over it. It was because of this peculiar 
Venkalparai rock, the region around it and in which Karür was 
situated, was naturally called Venkal Nadu, and locally corrupted 
to Venkala Nadu, and spelt indifferently, as noted above. 
Vengalampalayam is north of Karur and Vennaimalaippatti is 
near it, Thus the centre of this division, was Vengalampalayam, 
shortened to Vengalam. 


Idaippichchi Nadu was the name of the division lying 
north of the Dhārāpuram Karür road, and north of 
Amaravati river and lay in the region of the branch road in 
Karur taluk which links this highway and proceeds northwards 
to Erode. The Karur Kangayam road cuts this road at Paramatti, 
Idaippichchi Nadu, noted in the Sadagam, is called Idaippuludi 
Nadu in epigraphs. Idaippichchi Nadu was a subdivision of 
Vengala Nadu, lying in its western part, including Nedungur, 
and the part adjoining Vadakarai Manalur Nadu and Melkarai 
Araya Nadu. As Pugaliyur is placed in Kilanga Nadu as well as 
in Vengala Nadu, Kilanga Nadu was a subdivision of Vengala 
Nadu. 

Vengala Nadu in Virasolamandalam.! 

Do in Adhirajarajamandalam.? 


Do in Virakeralasolamandalam?, 


lhe following are places noted in subscriptions as being 
inside Vengala Nadu. 


— Karuvur.* This is Karür, the headquarters of the taluk 


of that name in Tiruchirappalli district. Karu 1s Tamil 


for garbha, and so it was called Garbhapuri, Adipuri 
was also its name, 


— Karuvür alias Vatichimanagar.? 


I; 139,144, 147/05 7 492/20:-260/30-31.:.1835/27-28/:*7165/36-37:-. 
Te; Tns. L 11535 227363/90520 11T S RES 2236. Sos 11:90: 
4. 139/05; 165/36-37. 5. 335/37-38; 441/VIII. | 
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— Karuvür alias Mudivalangusolapuram.! 

— Karuvür Tiru Anilai.2 

— Karuvür Adipuram alias MukkanKurichi,? This is 
MukkananKurichi north of Päganattam and south 
west of Manavadi in Karür taluk. 

— Mangalam alias Pändiyadevanallür.* This may be 
Manmangalan north of Karür or Mülimangalam south 
east of Pugalür R.S. in Karür taluk, 

— Vellür alias Irumudisölapuram. This is Vellappatti on 
the north bank of Amarävati, about 3 miles east of 
Karür in Karür taluk. 


— Tirukkampuliyur. This is west of Karūr, in Karür taluk, 
— Punnam.? Punnam is 6 miles west north west of Karür. 
— Pūvāniyam near Punnam ô 


Ihe McKenzie Mass D 3074 (R 8357) mentions the 
boundaries of Vengāla Nādu as north of Amarävati, south of 
Kaveri, east of the boundary of Mana Nadu, and west of Karur. 
lhis may be taken as a general conception of the limits of 
Vengala Nadu, which included the region between Kaveri and 
Amaravati, but the limit west of Karur is inaccurate, for not 
only Karūr was in this Vengala Nadu, but Kilanga Nadu east of 
it, was also inside this division, as also the Idaippichchi Nadu in 
which were many places west of Karūr. 

— Kulamdanamadalirichchai alias Mudikondasolapuram.? 
This may be Mudikondan on the north bank of 
Amaravati, on the Dharapuram Karur road, about 
10 miles south west of Karur. 

— Pakkur.? 

— Pugaliyur alias Nigarilisolapuram.? This is modern 
Pugalur about 10 miles north of Karūr, on the south 
bank of Kāvēri. 

Kilanga Nadu or Kilanga Nadu: a subdivision of Virasola- 

mandalam.19 

1. 166/36-37 ; 167/36-37. 2. 23/111; 387/1V ; Pugalchóla Nāyanār 
Puranam. 3. Te.Ins. 720. 4. Ibid 732; The name may also be 
Kaņdiyadēvanallūr. 5. 492/20. 6. 24/III. 7. Te. Ins. 729, 1153. 
8. 58/90; 20/III. 9. 298/VIII; 168/36-37. 10. 336/27-28; Kilanga 
Nadu on the south bank 350/27-28. 


176 er Ancient Geography of Kongu ' . 


such this division of Tattaiya Nadu was bordered in the south 
by the river Ariyavür Aru, and to the south and east of this 
river lay regions of Vada Ko Nadu.! 


lhe place, Tattai, Tattayam, Tattaikala, or Tattaiyūr, 
which was the centre of this large division is not traceable as 
such in this area. In the south bank of Kaveri, Manattattai 
is the name of a place situated a mile west of Kulittalai, and if 
this may be deemed to be the Tattai or Tattaiyūr, the head- 
quarters of this division, then it would mean that Mi Kottu 
Nadu was a major subdivision of this lattaiyur Nadu. As 
Ganapatinallur south of Tāndēni, and west of Senapparatti, 
and Puliyūr in Karür taluk, are found included in Mī Kottu 
Nadu, and as Tandoni, Senapparatti and Puliyūr were inside 
Tattaiyūr Nādu, according to epigraphical references, the 
surmise of Mi Kottu Nadu being a subdivision of the larger area 
i.e., Tattaiyur Nadu, appears to gain confirmation. 

Mi Kottu Nadu was a large division in which are located 
Kulittalai, Vallam, Mahadanapuram, Kumatteri, Jayangonda- 
solapuram, and Gaņapatinallūr, in Kulittalai taluk, comprising 
the region south of Kaveri, and the adjoining part of 
Karur taluk. Kurumbur Nadu was the other name of the 
subdivision within which was Kulittalai. Adjoining this Mi 
Kottu Nadu, was Kurunagar Nadu or Kurunagai Nadu, centred 
round Naganur and comprised places like Sivayam, Ratnagiri, 
Varagur and Satyamangalam. As Iļanagar and Mahadana- 
puram are placed inside Adanür Nadu, this division was a 
subdivision of Mi Kottu Nadu. Iļanagar being placed in 
lattaiya Nadu, confirms the correctness of the conclusion that 
Mi Kottu Nadu was a major division of Tattaiya Nadu. 

Tattai Nadu? called variously as Tattaiya Nadu3, lattaiyur 
Nadu*, or Tattaikala Nadu, is stated to be in Virasola 

1. Vada Ko Nadu extended into the adjacent taluks of Kulittalai 
and Tiruchirappalli. Pürattür, Kaduvangudi, Poygai and Turaikkudi 
were the places of Vada Ko Nadu located in these regions, lying south 
and east of Ariyāvūr river. Pürattukköyil was called Kaduvangudi, 
Poygai is Poygaippatti in the region of Manappárai, and Turaikkudi 
is in the adjacent Tiruchirappalli taluk. See O JMS. Vol. Cultural and 


Heritage Number, 1956. p. 260. 2. 190/17: 3.:196,7197/17, 19/23. 
4. 61/10; 184/09; 360/37-38. 5. 69/II. 
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— Mēchchēri. Mēchchēri is south of Vellär, in Omalúr 
taluk. 


— Vanavasi. This is south-west of Nangavalli in Omalūr 
taluk on the road to Edappadi 


— Nangaivalli. Nangavalli is about 6 miles west of 
Mechcheri in Ömalür taluk. 


— Tolasampatti. Tolasampatti is 2 miles north of Amara- 
gundi in Omalir taluk. 

— Cholapandi. This is Cholappadi at the Confluence of 
the Toppūr river with Kāvēri, in Omalir taluk. 

— Surappalli. Surappalli is about 3% miles south of Vana- 
vasi in Omalur taluk, on the road to Edappadi. 

— Pulampatti. This is on the east bank of Kaveri, in 
liruchengode taluk, about 8 miles north-west of 
Edappadi. 

— Idaippadi. This is Edappadi on the bank of Sarabanga 
Nadi about 10 miles north-west of Sankeri, in Tiru- 
chengode taluk. 

— Chinnappanpatti. This is east of Edappadi. 

— Sittur. Chittür is about 4 miles east of Pūlampatti, in 
Tiruchengode taluk. 

— Arasaramani. Arasiramani is about 4 miles south-west 
of Edappadi, on the bank of Sarabanga Nadi, in 
Tiruchengode taluk. 

— Tēvūr. Tēvūr is on the bank of Sarabañga Nadi, 
4 miles south-west of Arasiramani. 

— Konkanapuram.  Konkanapuram is on the Sankeri 
Omalur road. 

— Kachchuli. This is Kachchuppalli, 2 miles north of 
Konkanapuram, in Tiruchengode taluk. 

— Koneripatti. Koneripatti is near Kāvēripatti, in Tiru- 
chengode taluk. 

— Karuppūr. Karuppur is about 4 miles east of Omalur, 
in Omalur taluk. 


— Perumpalai. Perumpalai is north of Tēppūr river. 
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— Naduvaneri. Naduvaneri is north of Ernapuram and 
Mcdonald's choultry, in Tiruchengode taluk. 


The Irupattunālunāttu-pattayam gives the following places 
in Puvaniya Nādu: | 
es Kaveripuram. 
— Vomalir. This is Omalur, the taluk headquarters. 


— Sorainagar. This is Chinna Soragai and Periya Soragai, 
south-east of Vanavasi and Nangavalli in Omalūr 
taluk, 


— Vēttarāyar Tirupati. 


— Pannappatti. This is near Pūsārippatti, on the road to 
Tinnappatti. R.S. 


— Tulasampatti. See above. 
— Amarakunni. do  Amarakunri, 


— Samballi. This is west of Kaveri, and North of Mettur 
in Bhavani taluk. 


— Nangapalli. Nangavalli is about 6 miles south-west of 
Mēchchēri, on the road to Edappadi. 


— Maliyakunnam. This is Mallikundam, north of Mech- 
chéri in Omalir taluk, 


— Cholavandi. See Chēlappādi above. 
— Budappadi. 

— Vellaru. See Vellarai above. 

— Mēchchēri. See above. 


— Amaram. Amaram is 1% miles north-east of Mēchchēri 
in Omalür taluk. 


— Vembanēri. Vembaneri is west of Puduppalayam, in 


liruchengode taluk. 
— Dārāpuram. See Taramangalam above. 
— Samudram, See Muppavai Samudram above. 
— Pakkanadu. See above. | 


— Yiruppāli. Iruppalli is 2 miles north-east of Sittar. 
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— Sittür. See above. 
— Atiyür. This may be Ādaiyūr. See above. 
— Pottaneri. Pottaneri is about 2 miles west of Mechcheri. 


— Kalippatti. This is west of Mēchchēri. 


In the south of Veppadi or Toppur river, and beginning 
from the Sherveroy hills, lay the Sela Nadu, which was in the 
east of Puvaniya Nadu. Sela Nadu was also called Pallavaraiyar 
Nadu or Vallavaraiyar Nadu! in the beginning of the tenth 
century. Sela Nadu was a large division, including the region of 
Paruttippalli, which was called Paruttippalli Nadu, and 
Valavandi Nadu which was centred round Valavandi in 
Namakkal taluk, Sela Nadu was included in Kunrattur Chavadi 
in the time of Achyuta,? From the location of the places it 
appears to be that Sela Nadu not only comprised of modern 
Salem Taluk but also parts of Tiruchengode, Rasipuram and 
Namakkal taluks. 


The following places are mentioned as situated in Sela 
Nadu : 


— Selam? alias Rajasraya-chaturvedimangalam.^ Selam is 
Salem the headquarters of the taluk and district of 
that name. It is an important junction in the Madras 
Erode Railway. 

— Sélattu Āru.5 This is Tiurmanimuttaru, beginning from 
the regions of Kanjamalai, south west of Salem. 


— Kañjamalai,ó Kañjamalai is about 8 miles south-west 
of Salem, in Salem taluk. 


— Maravan Eri near Selam.? Sakkili Eri is west of Salem 
town. Mukkan Eri is north of Salem. Pulaveri and 
Sittaneri are in south-west of Salem. 


— Puttūr.$ Puttür is north of Uttamasolaputam; and east 
_of Kañjamalai-in Salem taluk. | 
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— Suvadapuram.! Suvadapuram is north of Puttūr and 
west of Salem town, in Salem taluk, 

— Kiraippallam near Puttūr.? 

— Uttamasolapuram alias Mērralai Kaverippumpattinam.? 
This is Uttamasolapuram about 6 miles south-west of 
Salem, in Salem taluk, Karapuramudaiya Nayanar 
temple is in this place. Karapuram must have been 
its earlier name. 

— Nāttāmangalam.* Nattamangalam Agraharam is east 
of Uttamasolapuram, in Salem Taluk, Sarkar Nāttā- 
mangalam and Chinna Nattamangalam are in the east 
of Agraharam Nāttāmangalam. There are Para 
Nattamangalam and Nattamangalam south of Salem. 


— Vayiruchi.? This is Bayiruchi on the road to Attayam- 
patti in Salem taluk. 

— Alaivay.ó This is Alavaypatti in Salem taluk. 

— Molamparai near Mūkkuttipālayam, alias Akkasälai- 
nallur, Mukkuttipalayam is west of Mallur. 

— Mudaliyapalli. This may be Mudalipatti about 
8 miles north-west of Namakkal, in Tiruchengode 
road, in Namakkal taluk. 


— Sendamangalam.? Sēndamangalam is about 8 miles to 
the north-west of Namakkal in Namakkal taluk. 


— Mudalinayampalli alias Jayangondasolapuram.? 

— Kidarattaraiyanpatti.10 

— Panjamtängi Ittal.!! Eri and Periya Eri near it. 
Kidarattarayappatti was closeby. 

— Paruttippalli.12 Paruttippalli is north-east of Vattur, in 
Tiruchengode taluk. 

— Alayagiri.! This is Alagamalai hill about 4 miles west 
of Rasipurgm, in Rasipuram taluk, 

— Tinaikulam,!* a tank near Sakkarai Settipatti. Sakkarai 
Settipatti is in Omalur taluk. 
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The following places were in Sēla Nādu according to 
Kongumandala Sadagam : 


— Selam. Headquarters of the taluk and district of that 
name, 


— Vennandur. This is 3 miles east of Attayampatti on the 
road to Rasipuram. 

— Ammappettai. This is east of Salem, 

— Ševvāyppēttai. This is west of Salem, 


— Mallūr. This is about 8 miles south of Salem, on the 
road to Rasipuram, 


— Alaivayppatti. See above. 

— Naduppatti. This is north of Divattippatti in Omalūr 
taluk, 

— Olaippatti. This is 4 miles north-west of Omalur- 

— Minnakkal. Minnakkal is west of Mallur. 

— Misinampatti. Misināyakanpatti is in Salem taluk, 

— Kumārasāmipatti. This is near Salem East. 

— Semmandappatti. This 1s Semandapatti. 

— Illampalli; Elampallai. Iļampillai is west of Kanja- 
malai. 

— Rākkippatti. This is east of Vembaditalam. 

— Virapāndi. This is 3 miles south of Uttamasolapuram. 

— Karapuram. This was the old name of Uttamasola- 
puram, 

— Karippatti. This is about 4 miles east of Ayodhya- 
pattinam. 

— Viranam. This is west of Ayodhyapattinam, 

— Ayoddhipattinam. This is about 6 miles east of Salem. 

— Uttamasolapuram. See above. 

— Savudapuram, See above. 

On the hills of Servarayanmalai are: 

— Mutta Nādu. 

— Moga Nadu. 
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The Irupattunalunattu-pattayam gives inside Sela Nadu 

the following : 

— Servamalai. The Shervarayan hills north of Salem. 

— Sevvayppéttai. See above. 

— Ayoddipattanam. See above, 

— AnandaKuvai. This is Guhai north west of Salem. 

— Kanjamalai: See above. 

— Puttur. This is about 4 miles south-west of Salem. 

— Pulavari. Attavani Pulavari is south-east of Uttama- 
solapuram. 

— Nelayavarampatti. Nelavarappatti is south of Salem, 

— Mallur, See above. 

— Sivamalai. 

— Kavettiranganpalayam. It is east of Sarabanga Nadi, 
south of Kongappadi, which is 2 miles east of Tāra- 
Mangalam. 

— Muduturai, It is 3 miles west of Tirumalagiri in Salem 
taluk. | 

— Karukkalvadi. It is south of Muthunayakanpatti which 
is 2 miles south of Omalūr, in Ömalür taluk. 

— Kamalapuram. It is 2 miles north of Omalir. 

— Tirumalaigiri. It is 6 miles west of Salem. 

— Suramangalam. It is west of Salem junction, 

— Soriyamalai. It is near Arasirämani. — 

— Venamanalür. 

— Alavayppatti. See above, 

— Subaraya Adayampatii See Araya i above. 

— Kaiyaparai. 

— Kadattur. 

— Vairuchi. This is Bairuchi west of Minnakkal, on the 
Tiruchengode Salem road. 


— Tiruvanimuttar. This is Tirumanimuttar. 
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Elur Nadu was centred round Elür, in Rasipuram taluk, 
about 14 miles from Rasipuram. Elur Nadu is placed in Kongu 
alias Virasolamandalam,! and in North Kongu.? It included 
portions of modern Rasipuram, and Namakkal taluks. It was 
also called Elu Nadu,? and placed in Nadalvan Nadu.^ The 
following places were inside this division. 


— Elur. Eļūr is about 14 miles south-west of Rasipuram in 


Rasipuram taluk. Nāttār and Nagarattar of Elür 
Nadu at Tiruttani.? 


— Vānavanmādēvi.* 


— Namakkal/ or Tiru Araikkal. Namakkal is the head- 


quarters of the taluk of that name in Salem district. 


—  Bommasamudram.? This is south-east of Namakkal. 


— Perumpullūr.? This is Pullur in Namakkal taluk. 


— Paraganallur.10 


Tolur Nādu 


Tolūr Nadu was the region round Tolur on the Namakkal 


Mohanür road. Toļūr is now represented by Siriya 
Tolür and Periya Tolur. This division of Tolur Nadu, 
lay west of Nämakkal Mohanür road and adjoined 
Tūsūr Nadu in its east, and Elur Nadu lay north of it. 
K3lkarai Araya Nadu was coterminous with it in the 
west, Inscriptional references are yet to be discovered 
for this division and the places in it. From the fact that 
the Sadagam notices Tolur as a place inside Valavandi 


"Nadu it may be presumed that Valavandi Nadu was a 


later name of Tolür Nadu, when the centre of this 
division was shifted to Valavandi from Tolur. Vala- 
vandi the later centre of this division is now Sarkar 
Valavandi, about four miles south-west of Tolur in 
Namakkal taluk, The location of the places noted in 
the Sadagam as being inside this division, shows that 
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the region of Valavandi Nadu lay west of Namakkal 
and east of the Sankeridrug Paramatti road, and 
extended in the south up to Kāvēri river. 


Valavandi Nadu 


The Sadagam places the following inside this division : 

— Valavandi. Sarkar Valavandi is 3% miles north-east of 
Nanjai Idayar in Namakkal taluk, 

— Pullur, This is Pillūr 3 miles north of Paramatti in 
Namakkal taluk. 

— Kūdarchēri. Kūdachēri is north of Pillūr. 

— Nadandai. Nadandai is about 3 miles west of Pillūr or 
Kūdachēri, west of the road from Paramatti to 
Sankeridrug. | 

— Mēlai Sattambur. Mel Sattambur is about 1% miles 
north of Nadandai and east of the same road. 

— Mēlai Āriyūr. Ariyürpatti is east of Mel Sättambür, 
and north-east of Kudacheri. 

— Pirandagam. Pirandagam is about 2% miles north of 
Kūdachēri. | 

— Kodaiyur. Kodur is north-west of Pirāndagam. 

— Taligai. Taligai is about 2 miles north-east of Piran- 
dagam. Chinna Taļigai is east of Taligai. 

— Kirambür. Kirambür is about 5 miles west of Para- 
matti on the road to Nāmakkal. 

— Tindamangalam. Tindamangalam is 2 miles north of 
Kirambur. 

— Konür. Könür is south of Kirambūr south of the road 
to Nāmakkal. 

— Vallipuram. Vallipuram is about 3 miles east of 
Kirambür, and 3 miles west of Nāmakkal, on the road 
from Kirambūr to Namakkal. 

— Sengaipalli. Sengappalli is about 4% miles north-west 
of Namakkal. Another Sengappalli is on the north 
bank of Kaveri, about 1% miles, south-east of Konūr, 

MO Sinna Tolur and Periya Tolur are 5 miles south- 
east of Konur. 
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— Möhanür. Mēhanūr is on the north bank of Kāvēri, 
about 8 miles east of Nañjai Idayār ; it is about 
12 miles south of Nāmakkal. 

— Āriyūr. Āriyūr is about 3 miles north of Mohanūr, on 

| the road to Namakkal. 

-— Madapalli. This is probably Manappalli about 3 miles 
west of Mohanur, on Kāvēri. 

— Pillaikkarai, 

— Sattambur. 


Among the places noted as inside this division, the Irupattu- 
nalanattu-pattayam, gives besides these, Nāmakkal, Naravalūr, 
and PilaiKalattur, the last of which is probably the same as 
Pillaikkarai of the Sadagam reference, Of these three places, 
Namakkal is the headquarters of the taluk, Naravalúr is east of 
Pirandagam, and PilaiKalattur may be PunaKalattur north of 
Paramatti. | 


Munjai Vallavaraiyar Nadu} 


Muñjai of this division is Muñjavadi about 6 miles south 
west of Rasipuram, on the road to Namakkal. Muñjai is placed 
in Virasolamandalam i.e., Kongu. 

— Pidagam alias  Pirantaka-chaturvedimangalam.? A 
Pirantakam is west of Naravalur in Namakkal taluk, 
Nattamedu near Bommasamudram, east of Namakkal, 
and near Kadiranallur was called Pirantakachaturvedi- 
mangalam, 


Kuttamalai Nadu? 


Kuttamalai Nadu was the region of the Kuttamalai which 
is now called Keddamalai, north-east of Rasipuram, in Rasi- 
puram taluk, near Bodamalai hills; Alasagramam* was a place 
in this division. 





1. 529/1V Muñjai is also spelt as Muññal. 2. Ibid. 3. 489/29-30. 
4. Ibid. 
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Kongumandala Sadagam places in Elur Nādu the following : 

— Elúr. Elur is about 5 miles east of Manali on the road 
to Sendamangalam. 

— Nattamangalam. 

— Kaliyani, This is east of Nattamedu (Kadiranallur), 
in Räsipuram taluk and north-east of Navani, 

— Navani. Navani is north-east of Elür in Rasipuram 
taluk, | | 

— Musiri,  Musiri is south of Elür. 

— Puttur, Puttür is east of Palagavundanpatti. 

— Talampadi.  Talampadi is about 5 miles north of 
Namakkal. | 

— TumbanKurichi. TumbanKurichi is about 32 miles 
west of Namakkal. 

— Mānatti, Manatti is about 2 miles west of Palaga- 
vundanpatti. 

— llanagar, Elanagar is about 2 miles north-west of 
Palagavundanpatti, on the road to Tiruchengode. 

— Marappanur. Mārappanāyakanpatti is about 3 miles 
north-west of Nallipalayam in Namakkal taluk, 

— Marūrpatti. Marūrpatti is east of Mudalipatti. 

— Mudalaippatti. Mudalipatti is north of Nallipalayam. 

— Kondappanur. Kondamanayakanur is near Minnam- 

palli in Namakkal taluk. 

= Siviyampalayam. Sevayampalayam is east of Vettam- 
pādi. 

— Muttakkalpatti. Muttagappatti is north-east of Vettam- 
padi. 

— Minnāmpalļi. Minnampalli is north-east of Talambadi. 

— Sendamangalam. See above. 

— Tuttikulam. See above. 

— Vettukkadu. Vettakkadu is north of Tuttikulam, 

— Velukurichi. See Belukurichi. 

— Karutani, 


— Pudangam.  Podangam is in Rāsipuram taluk. 
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suburb of Paruttippalli, where the Alagiya Nachchi Amman 
temple is located, and as this was in Karai or Karai Nādu,! this 
name Karat Nadu was another name for Paruttippalli Nadu. 
Kilkarai Pūndurai Nadu lay west of Paruttippalli Nādu, in the 
region of Vattūr, which was inside that division, Paruttippalli 
Nadu was contiguous to Püväniya Nadu in the north-west, and 
was adjacent to Sela Nadu in the north. Kanjamalai was in 
the position of a meeting point for the divisions of Püväniya 
Nadu, Sela Nadu and Paruttippalli Nadu. 

— Paruttippalli? alias Rajasimha-chaturvedimangalam.? 
Vanisvara Temple.* Adhikesavaperumal is called 
Chitrameli Vinnagar. 

— Kolangondai.? This is Kulankondai north of Rāma- 
puram in Tiruchengode taluk, 

— Minnamoli.? This is Minnampalli in the east of 
Paruttippalli, in Tiruchengode taluk, 

Paruttippalli is said to be in Kunratturparru, surrounding 
Mulvay in Kongu alias Virasolamandalam, in a record of the 
15th century.? 

Kunratturdurgam is said to be in Kongu.® 

Kunrattūrdurgam was round Mulvāy.? 

Ihus Kunratturdurgam was a fortified place near Mulvay. 
A Eyinur-Chavadi is placed in Mulvay.!? Kunrattürdurgam 
seems to be modern Sankeridrug. lhe following places are 
placed inside Paruttippalli Naduin the Kongumandala Sadagam. 

— Paruttippalli. See above. 

— Rajakesari-chaturvedimangalam. Chitrameli Vinna- 
garam. See above, 


— Mallasamudram. This is on the road from Tiruchen- 
gode to Salem, about 4 miles south of Attayampatti. 


— Kottaippallam. This is north of Ramapuram, 


— Karungalpatti. This is opposite to Palamodu, on the 
east bank of the Tirumanimuttar. 
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. — Konnaiyaru. This is the river flowing east of Emappalli, 
and falling into Kaveri east of Patlur. 

— Avinasippatti. This is south of Paruttippalli. 

— Pandinattam,  'This is south of Paruttippalli. 


— Kolankondai. This is Kulamkondai north of Rama- 
puram, 


— Kuttanattam. This is about 3 miles east of Karuma- 


puram, on the road from Tiruchengode to Malla- 
samudram. 


— Vaikuntham, This is about 4 miles north-east of 
Sankeri, on the road to Salem. 

— Karumānūr, This is about 6 miles north-east of 
Sankeri on the road to Mallasamudram. 

— Talaiyur. 

— Ekapuram. This is about 3 miles south-east of Pappam- 
patti, on the road to Rasipuram. 


— Pullanattam, This is about 6 miles north-east of 
Sankeri, on the road to Mallasamudram. 


— Naduvanēri. This is north of Vembaditalam, on the 
road to Pāppampatti. 

— Kannanderi. This is east of Konkanapuram, on the 
road to Mcdonald's Choultry. 

— Thappakkuttai. This is east of Ekapuram. 


— Kūdalūr. This is on the bank of the river flowing to 
the lake at Mangalam, and north of Mangalam. 


— Mangalam. This is about 2 miles north-west of Malla- 
samudram. 


— Idanganasalai. This is Edangansalai, about 3 miles east 
of Pappampatti, on the road to Rasipuram, 

— Kachchuppalli. This is Kachchipalli north of Konkana- 
puram. 

— Iranapuram. This is near Mcdonald's choultry. 

— Kanakagiri. This is east of Iranapuram. 

— Sanbagamadevi. This is south of Mangalam. 

— Pālamēdu. This is on the west bank of Tirumanimuttar, 
east of Paruttippalli. 
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MAŅMALAI NĀDU WEST OF PACHCHAMALAI 
Manmalai Sirmai! 


Manmalai? of this region is Manmalai in modern Āttūr 
taluk in the western parts of Pachchamalai hills, adjoining the 
Kollimalai hills, in the source region of Suvatanadi. Manmalai 


is south east of Thammampatti. The local village industry 
is iron smelting. 


Sengaikkinaru? of this region may be a reference to 
Sengaikattu 1% miles north of Manmalai. 


Manmalai as such is on the east of Thammampatti Musiri 
road. The Manmalai reserve forest is in the adjacent part of 
Musiri taluk. 


Kollimalai Nadu 


This represented a large area on the hills of Kolli in 
Namakkal taluk and was made up of many divisions. Fourteen 
of them are enumerated in the Kongumandala Sadagam. They 
bear the names Valavandi Nadu, Valappūr Nadu, Kundur 
Nadu, Tinnanūr Nadu, Ariyūr Nadu, Dévanur Nadu, Selur 
Nadu, Kunduvani Nadu, Ālattūr Nadu, Tiruppalli Nadu, 
Idaippulli Nadu, Sittür Nadu, Pirakkarai Nadu, and Payila 
Nadu. Besides, from inscriptions we learn of Kurka Nadu 
and Tugur Nadu, as being inside Kollimalai Nadu, the domain 
of the Kolli Malava Chiefs. Kurumporai Nadu was an 
early division of Kollikkūrram, the chiefdom of the early 
Malavar Perumagan Ori, of the Tamil Sangam days. Kollik- 
Kürram is also mentioned in Padirruppattu. KollikKürram or 
Kollimalai Nādu, the region of which the Kolli hills was the 
predominant hill, lies north and east of Nāmakkal. The 
hillmen are called Malaiyala Nāttār in inscriptions.* The 
Kollimalai Nādu was assessed in the time of Rajamahendra.? 

In the Padirruppattu passage (VIII Padigam) “Kollik- 
K arrattu Nirkūr Mimisai”” referring to Nirkur to whose west was 
Sed the famous battle, the region may well be located in the 
northern fringes of the Kollimalai ranges. This may in all 
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probability be the plains on the summit of what is now known 
as Jarugumalai which may be a corruption of Nirkürmalai, in the 
immediate south of Salem. Jarugumalai along with Bodamalai 
and Tēnmalai were included in the Kollimalai range. Even the 
name Nirkür, whose meaning “full of water sprīngs as given by 
the commentary, is now preserved in Jallúttu (jala ūttu) which 
is a rendering of Nirkur. Jallüttu reserve forest region is close 
to Jarugumalai reserve forest. Ihe battle field lay west of this 
area, 


In Kollimalai Nadu were: 


— Tiru Arappalli Alvar on Kollimalai.! It was at 
Vaļappūr and was called Arappalisvaram, mentioned 
in Dévaram. God was named Tiru Arappalli 
Udaiyār.” Sembiyan Mādēvi made gifts to the 
temple. 

— Vayalur. This may be Naduvayal east of Bailnād, in 
Rasipuram taluk. | 

— Valappur Nadu on the Kollimalai. This is Valappur 
Nadu on the hills north east of Kollimalai Hill peak. 
It was also called Valappura Nādu.* Kanalai Tadiyar, 
the daughter-in-law of Mala Perumal and wife 
(deviyar) of Animuri Nadalvar, gave a lamp gift and 
left it in charge of Kollimala: Nāttār.*  Animuri, the 
headquarters of this chief, may be Ariyapuram. 

— Kurka Nadu of Kurraka Nadu. A Kuttakadu 2 miles east 
of Periya Varagam north of Bailnad, in Rasipuram 
taluk, may represent Kurka or Kurraka, the centre of 
this division. 

The passage * Naļisinai, Narumpodu Kamaliya nagu mudir 
nāgaituk Kodiyarkk-inda Karikkudirai Kariyodu malainda, Orikkudirai 
Oriyum,’ states that Kurumporai Nannadu was gifted to Kodiyar 
(Pänar, poets or mendicants) by Ori, the chief of Kollikkurram, 
the rider on the horse named Ori, and who fought distingui- 
shedly against Kari, who rode on his horse called Kari. 


1 503/29- 2 498/29-30. 3 603/29.30 Villages of Kollimalai 
Nadu are noted in this record. 4 498/29-30. 5 The 500 Nārtār of 
Kollimalai are referred to in a 2nd year record of Ponnērivarmaņ 
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Nadu are in the northern part of Nāmakkal taluk, and in the 
southern half ot the Kolli Hills. It is in this part that we find 
the Arappalisvara temple in the region of Valappura Nādu, 
and tbe Kollimalai bill peak in the Sēlūr Nadu. This famous 
temple is noticed in Devaram and is about 1% miles south of 
Valappur. 


Kollimalai Nadu, a distinct hill country, was in the eastern 
part of East Kongu or Mala Kongam, and was under the rule of 
a family of chiefs called Kolli Malavans, That besides the above 
noticed divisions of the Kollikkürram or Kollimalai Nadu, 
Tusur Nadu, also belonged to the dominion of Kolli Malavans 
Is proved by specific statements in inscriptions. Kolli Malavan is 
noticed in the story of Jnanasambandar. Kolli Malava kings are 
noticed in records. Tūsiyūr Nadu was round Tūsiyūr, in the 
source region of the Karaipottanaru in the eastern part of 
Nammakkal taluk. The statement found in the copper plate 
inscription of Rajakesarivarman!, recording Kolli Malavan 
Orriyuran Piridigandavarman making a gift of land by saying 
that 1t lay in the south of Tusiyur which belonged to his own 
country (en nattut- T ūsiyūrt-tenpulattu nilam), clearly shows Tusiyur, 
which was a centre of a subdivision, was in his country Thee. 
Kollī Malavan’s Kollikkurram or Kollimalai Nadu. Thus 
Tusiytr Nadu was inside Kollimalai Nadu, and was also 
included in Kongu when Kollimalai Nadu became part of 
Kongu-mandalam. 


lusur or Tusiyur Nadu, was centred round Tūsiyūr, which 
is modern Tūsūr in Nāmakkal taluk, about three miles east 
of Namakkal. It was a great mercantile city in early days, 
Tusiyur Nagarattār* Assembly being mentioned in the copper 
plate of Rajakesarivarman. It was made up chiefly of the valley 
of Karaipottanaru from its source region, where is Tūsiyūr, 
and comprised of some places on both sides of the river, and 
adjoined the Kollimalai hill slopes, on the east, besides abutting 
the Valavandi region of the Kolli hills, It was coterminous 
with Tolur Nadu in the west, the Namakkal Mēhanūr road 
serving as a deliniation mark, and in the region of Namakkal 
adjoining Elur Nadu, in which is placed the Tiru Araikkal i.e,, 
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Namakkal. About twenty five places are noticed as being 
‘inside this Tūsūr Nadu, in Kongumandala Sadagam, and all of 
them are in Nāmakkal taluk, east of the above noted Mohanur 
Nāmakkal road. 


Early Chola inscriptions! found engraved on the walls of the 
Amman shrine and in the central shrine of Kasi Visvanatha 
temple at Bommasamudram in Namakkal taluk near Tusur, refer 
to gifts to the god Mahadeva of Tirumulattanam of Tusiyur. As 
such it is clear that the temple of Bommasamudram was inside 
the ancient Tūsiyūr, and Bommasamudram was the name given 
to that part of Tusiyur on a later day. Originally Tūsiyūr, now 
called Tusúr, seems to have been a big place. Tūsūr is even 
now a large village complex extending eastwards beyond the 
high road and southwards in the source region of Karai- 
pottanaru. Chinna Karur was near Tusur rock near the road to 
Pālappatti. Tūsiyūr was a flourishing mercantile city (Nagara).” 
The Chola copperplate refers to a High Road proceeding south 
(Terku nokki pona Peruvali), passing by the southern entrance to 
the city of Tūsiyūr (Tusiyur ten vayilininru). This High Road is 
thus a reference to the one proceeding from Namakkal to Musiri, 
passing by Valaiyappatti on the bank of Karaipottanaru. 

Of the places noted in the Sadagam, besides Tūsiyūr whose 
location has been noticed above, the following are : 

— Tēgainattam. It is a mile north of Bommasamudram 

in Namakkal taluk, and 23 miles east of Namakkal. 
— Puttür is west of Bommasamudram, and east of Periya 
Vēppanattam. 

— Vēppanattam is south west of Bommasamudram on the 
Nāmakkal Musiri road. 

— Vasantarayankoyil is Vasanthapuram close to Sinna 
Veppanattam, 

__ Nallūr is on the Namakkal Musiri Road, a mile from 
Sinna Veppanattam, 

— Puduppatti is on the same road, 1% miles from Nallūr, 

towards Valayappatti. 

— Lattivādi is about 2 miles west of Nallūr, 


| 293, 294/65-66. 2 Ibid. 
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— Parali is about 3 miles west of Valayappatti. 

— Pudukköttai is about 3 miles east of Puduppatti. 

— Palappatti is north of Puduppatti. 

— Alanganattam is north-east of Palappatti, on the road 
from Namakkal to Erumaippatti. Its early name was 
Alankaranattam. 


— Ponneri is east of Pudukkottai and west of Erumaippatti. 

— Erumaippatti is east of Ponneri. 

— Tippiramadevi is north of Valayappatti- 

— Kodangippatti is Konangippatti, in between Tippa- 
madevi and Erumaippatti. 

— Palayapalayam is about 2% miles north of Alangānattam 
on the road to Sendamangalam. 


— Muttakkāpatti is about 2 miles north of Palayapalayam, 
on the road from Namakkal to Sendamangalam. 

— Mettuppatti is on the east bank of the Karaipottanaru, 
south of Vaļayappatti. 

— Arur is 23 miles south of Valayappatti. 

— Arasunattam is south of Arur. 


Here we have to notice that Vimalai Nadu, noted in the 
Sadagam as a subdivision of Valavandi Nadu, like 
Tustr Nadu, is not known from inscriptions so far 
discovered, but by the location of the places mentioned 
inside this division in the Sadagam, it is plain that it 
represented the region adjoining the Tusiyur Nadu, in 
the south and lay on either sides of the Karaipotta- 
nāru. The region overlapped in the areas of Mēttup- 
patti and Valayappatti. Of the places noticed as 
being inside Vimalai Nadu : 

—Andapuram is east of Arasanattam, on the road from 
Valayappatti to Kattupputtur in Namakkal taluk. 

— Oruvandür is east of Mohanür, on the north bank of 


Kāvēri in Namakkal taluk. 
— Kidaram is north of Oruvandur, in the Musiri taluk. 
_— Murungai is east of Kidāram, on the Namakkal 


Kattuppatti road, in Musiri Taluk. 
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—- Pidaramangalam is south of Murungai on the same 
road, in Mūsiri taluk. 
— Unniyūr is on the bank of Kāvēri south of Oruvandur, 
in Musiri taluk. 
— Kattupputtur is 3 miles east of Unniyur, and on the 
road from Nāmakkal. 
— Sippillarputttr IS Silaippillaiputtúr in the junction of 
Karaipottanaru with Kaveri in Musiri taluk. 
Among the places located in the east of the Karaipottanaru 
are: 
— Nattam is on the bank of Kaveri, east of Karaipottanaru. 
— Puttūr is east of Nattam, on the bank of Kaveri. 
— Arasalūr is east of Puttūr, and west of Tottiyam. 
It deserves to be noted that all these places were in the valley of 
the Karaipottanaru, west of the Namakkal Tottiyam road, that 
ran thereafter along the Kāvēri towards Musiri, and comprised 
the region south of Mēttuppatti and Agrahāra Vāļavandi. 


TEN KONGU : SOUTH KONGU 


Kavadikka Nadu 

Kavadikka Nadu or Kavadikkal Nadu! is the name of a 
division and was evidently centred round a place called Kavadi 
or Kavadikka, just like Nallurkka Nadu and Pongalurkka Nadu 
etc., were centred round Nallur, Pongalūr etc. Kavadikka Nadu 
was the region around Pollachi, Devanpadi etc., south of 
Kinattukkadavu which was inside Vayaraikka Nadu. In this 
area we find places named Kottavādi, Kakkadavu, Anikkadavu, 
Amankadavu, and so it may be surmised from this nomencla- 
ture that the Kavadi must be a place in this tract, Perhaps 
Kakkadavu is a contraction of Kavadikkakkadavu, and thus this 
may be deemed to be the centre of this division of Kavadikka 
Nadu. A Kabilipalayam is found on the south bank of the river 
flowing north of Devanpadi, and the road from Pollachi to 


|. 442/28-29. It is also called Kavikka Nadu in Solanpürva- 
pattayam. 
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Vadakkilpālayam about 4 miles directly east of Dēvanpādi. This 
region is exactly in Kāvadikkā Nādu, and Kābilipālayam may 
also be taken as a later corruption of Kavadipalayam, the Kavadi 
of Kāvadikkā Nādu. 


Among the places noticed in this division are : 


— Erichchil Polilvavchchi or Polilvachchi a/zas Mudittalai- 
kondasolanallür.! This is modern Pollachi, the head- 
quarters of the taluk of that name in Coimbatore 
district, The modern form of this name, Pollachi, is. 
also found in an inscription.? 

— Dēvanpādi alias Viranarayananallur. This is Dēvanpādi 
about 8 miles north-west of Pollachi, in Pollachi 
taluk, Nittaninraduvar or Tribhuvanasundara is the 
name of the god of the temple at the place. 


— Umāparamēsvarinallūr.* There is a Bālanallūr south-east 
of Pollachi, on the north bank of a river. Akilanda- 
puram is about 4 miles south-west of Pollachi and 
1% miles south-east of Ambarampalayam. 


The Kongumandala Sadagam places the following in 
Kavadikka Nadu : 
— Pollachchi— Headquarters of the taluk of the same 
name, 
— Negamam. Periya Negamam is about 8 miles north-east 
of Pollachi, on the road to Palladam. 


— Chandiravaram. Chandrapuram is east of Periya 
Negamam, and south of Sirukalandai. 


— Ūttukkuļi. It is about 2 miles west of Pollachi. 


— Ramapattanam. It is on the Talakkarai river, about 
8 miles north-west of Pollachi. 

— Nagur. Nagur is in Avalappanpatti Palayappattu, east 
of Karappadi. 

— Vadugapalayam. This is now Vadakkipalayam. 

— Komangalam. Gomangalam is about 10 miles east of 
Pollāchi, on the road to Udumalaippettal. 


— Gopalapuram. It is 3 miles east of Dēvanpādi. 





1. 442, 443/28-29. 2. 185/27. 3. 157/09. 4. 152/09. 
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may be identified with Nallūr near the eastern Muttūr which is 
about 7 miles west of Pollachi. Alivar on whose banks is 
Anaimalai in the Pollachi taluk, which is the traditional 
boundary of Kongu in this part, flows south of this division of 
Mutta Nadu. Thus Mutta Nadu was a division of Kongu (South 
Kongu) lying in the western Boundary, adjoining Kerala. 


— Perunganallur.' Nallür is 2 miles west of Pollachi, and 
14 mlles east of Muttur. 


Vendaiyurkal? Virakerala Valanadu 

This was the name of a large division which was named 
after a great Chera Virakēraļa, and was centred round 
Vendaiyur. That it was contiguous to Karaivali Nadu and 
Vaikavur Nadu may be inferred from the mention in an inscrip- 
tion of the fact that the paddy collected from these as tax, was 
gifted to the god in the Vishnu temple at Komaralingam.? 
From the location of Vadakkalur, Devanpadi, Anaimalai, inside 
this division it is plain that it was a large division inside South 
Kongu, having within it Kavadikka Nadu, Mutta Nadu, and 
Nallürkka Nadu, which were to the east of the Western Ghats, 
near Palghat and Cochin Chittur. 


— Vendaiyūr or Vandaiyūr,* which was the centre of this 
division may be identified with Gomangalam, which 
was called Vandippadi, and is in Pollachi taluk, 
Gomangalam was also called Vandiyurköttai. 

— Nannanür.? This was the ancient name of Anaimalai, 
in Pollachi taluk about ten miles from Pollachi. 


— Solakulamanikka-chaturvedimangalam, was near or part 
of Nannanür (Anaimalai)é. The temple of Anakkisvara 
or Nakkändär is at Ānaimalai,.” Nannanir is said to be 
in Vandaiyurkkal.8 AlagiyaVitankapperumal was set 
up at Nannanur by a resident of Kolumam, 

— Sivapadasekhara Mannarai, Alagiyasola Mannarai, 
Adhirājarāja Mannarai, Virasola Mannarai, Vira- 
rājēndra Mannarai, were parts of Nannanūr. 

1. 413/27. 2. It is also spelt as Vandaiyurkkal 216/27-28. 


3. 126/09; A.R.1910. p. 94. 4. 216/27-28. 5. 214/27-28. 
6. 221/27-28. 7. 216, 222/27-28. 8. 216/27-28. 
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— Angala Kurichi. It is east of Malayandippattanam in 
Pollachi taluk. 

— Sittür. Ten Sittür and Vada Sittür are in Pollachi taluk. 

— Pudūr. It is Devanur Pudur, south of Nallur, on the 
road to Kodingiyam in Udumalaippēttai taluk. Sirakar 
Pudür is west of Periya Valavadi, in Udumalaippettai 
taluk. 

— Vēlūr. It is about 4 miles west of Udumalaippettai, on 
the Kodingiyam Udumalaippettai road in Udumalaip- 
pettai taluk. 

— Valaivadi. Periya Valavadi is about 12 miles from 
Udumalaippēttai, and Siriya Vāļavādi is east of 
Periya Valavadi. 

— Kurichchikkottai. It is near Manuppatti on the road to 
Devikolam. 

— Dali. It is about 8 miles south-west of Udumalaippēttai. 

— Manuppatti. It is about 4 miles east of Dali, on the 
road to Devikolam from Udumalaippēttai. 

— Pukkulam. It is 3 miles north-west of Udumalaippēttai. 


— Siñjivadi. It is 3 miles south-west of Gomangalam 
Pudur. 


— Erpatti. It is in Pollachi taluk. 

— Kuruūchēri. It is 3 miles west of Sinjuvadi in 
Udumalaippēttai taluk. 

— Ilayapalayam. 

— Sadaiyapalayam. 

In Anaimalai Nādu are placed the following places: 

— Ānaimalai. See above. 


— Kamalappatti. It is about 4 miles east of Kottur on the 
road to Udumalaippéttai, in Pollachi taluk. 

— Vēttaikāran Pudūr. It is about 3 miles south-east of 
Anaimalai in Pollachi taluk. 


— Udayakuļam. It is west of Vettaikaran Pudur. 
— Mārappagavundan Pudūr. Marappagavundanur is about 
6 miles west of Anaimalai in Pollachi taluk, 
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fowing on mixes with Kāvēri in Karūr taluk, Karaivaļi Nadu, 
as its name implies, is the region of the banks of the river. 
Almost all the places noted inside this division are on 
either of the banks of Amarāvati. This division was. 
bounded in the west by Nallūrkkā Nādu, of Udumalaippēttai, 
Dali, Kuruñjikkottai regions, in the north by the Ten 
Pongalūrkkā Nādu of the region of Gudimangalam, Alambadi, 
Kongūr and Kiranur, and in the east it was coterminous 
with Vaikāvūr Nadu or Anda Nadu of Palani taluk. To 
distinguish this Karaivaļi Nādu from the adjacent region, 1.e., 
the valley of Shanmuga Nadi, that was called Karaivali 
Vaikāvūr Nadu in some records. An invasion of Karaivalı 
Nadu of Amarāvati region in the time of Tribh. Konerin- 
maikondan Virarajendra, and devastation, are noted in an 
epigraph. The following are some of the places noted inside 
Karaivali Nadu of Amaravati region : 

— Kolumam.! Kolumam is on the south bank of Amaravati, 
in Udumalaippettai taluk, on the road from 
Udumalaippēttai to Palani, The god of the place is 
called Muttirattīsavaram Udaiyār. 


— Kolumam Sangrāmanallūr.* Sangramanallúr is north of 
Kolumam in Udumalaippēttai taluk. Viracholesvara 
temple at Kolumam is the Cholesvara temple.? This 
shrine of Nittaninraduvar i.e., Cholesvara was built 
by Vira Chola on his birthday, on which day a solar 
eclipse occurred, This Vira Chola ruled the Two 
Kongus together, and his daughter gave a gift of land 
to this Nittaninraduvar shrine.* A Odatturai is 
mentioned in a record.? This seems to have been near 
Virasolan Tirumadaivilagam, a quarter of Kolumam.? 

— Kumarangabhima-chaturvēdimangalam.” This is modern 
Komaralingam on the north bank of Amarāvati, 
opposite Kolumam in Udumalaippettai taluk. It was 
also called Kumarangabhima or Paradarasahodara- 
chaturvedimangalam.? 


1. 107, 108/09. 2. 195,137, 138, 150/09. 3. 136, 137/09. 


4. 156/09. 5. 146/09. 6. 148, 150/09. 7. 119, 122/09. 
8. 132/09 S’1332. 
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— Tiruvalandurail alias Keralakesarinallür2 alias Vikrama- 
chola-chaturvedimangalam.? From the facts that 
No. 106/09 on the west wall of the Kasi 
Visvanatha temple at Komaralingam records gift to the 
temple of Tiruvalandurai Udaiyar at Tiruvalandurai 
in Karaivali Nadu and the Mélpichchu of the idol, and 
that No. 163/09 is on the Agnisvara shrine of the 
Kolumam Cholesvara temple recording a gift of land 
to one who recited the Mahabharata at the village 
of  Tiruvalandurai alias Vikramasola-chaturvedi- 
mangalam, it seems to be clear that Tirvalandurai was 
the earlier name of Komaralingam. The name 
Komaralingam is a later day corruption of the name 
Kumarangabhima-chaturvedimangalam. 


— Melai Kannadiputtur.^ God is named Kumaranga- 
bhima. This place is now Sirkar Kannadiputtur, on 
the west bank of Amaravati north of Komaralingam. 

— Kannadiputtur? alias Virapändiya-chaturvedimangalam.® 
This is Agrahara Kannadiputtur north of Sirkar 
Kannadiputtur and south of Madattukkulam. Ennur 
was its other name. Ennur Mannarai is on the road to 


Madattukkulam. 


— Solanmādēvinallūr.” This is Solamadevi about 2 miles 
north of Madattukkulam in Udumalaippéttai taluk. 
From No. 242/09 it looks as if that Kadambadi 
alias Virasolapuram was the name of the region round 
the temple of Tampirattiy-Amman at Solamädevı. 


— Ulagudaiyapiratti-chaturvedimangalam.? It seems from 
a record of S’1153 that this was in Rajaraja Valanadu, 
and was separated from Karaivali Nādu?. 

— Kaniyür alias Jayamgondasolanallur.*% This is modern 
Kaniyur about 2 miles north of Solamadevi, and on 
the west bank of Amaravati, in Udumalaippettai taluk. 


AAA A TURN AS A La S SAS A ACE M MEC CICER OX 

1. 106/09 Tribh. Virarajendra who ruled the Two Kongus, 20th 
year. 2. 157, 153/09. 3. 103/092 24, 132/09: 25: 212/095 240/V- 
.6. 220/09. 7. 222/09. 8. 164/09. 9. 135/09; Tribh. Konerinmai- 


koņdān Virarajendra. 10. 165/29. 
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— Kadarrūr.! Kadattūr is in the east bank of Amaravati, 


opposite to Kaniyur. The god of the temple of the 
place is called KongaVitankisvaram Udaiyār, and 
also TiruMarududaiyar. The place name spelt as 
Kadarrür, was also called Rajarajanallur. Matta- 
mannarai was a suburb of Kadattur. 


— KodikKaraittolu.? Karattoluvu is on the west bank of 


Amaravati north of Kadattūr, on the Udumalaippēttai 
Dhārāpuram road, in Udumalaippēttai taluk. 


— Kallapuram alias Vikramasolanallur.? Kallapuram is 


on the south bank of Amaravati about 7 miles south- 
west of Koļumam in Udumalaippēttai taluk. It was 
also called Virasolanallúr after the Kongu king Virasola 
who ruled the Two Kongus.* 


— Kananilam.? 
— Puttérrur altas A..... lai, 
— Seļuvanūr.? 


— Ottaikkumindan.? Karaivah nāttut- Tenmuril Ottaikku- 


mindan.? 


— Seluvanür and Ottaikkumindan were nearby. 


— Agaram  Puttür alias Madhava-chaturvedimangalam. 


This was separated from Tenmūr Ottaikkumindan.? 
As this record is on a rock at Kovilturai in the village 
of Koluman and as Nos. 158, 159/09 are two 
inscriptions at Koluman in which the gift in S 1265-7 
is made by a certain Danayakankottai chief, to 
the mahajanas of Mādhava-chaturvēdimangalam and 
Tennavadarayar-chaturvedimangalam, for the merit of 
Kétaya’s younger brother Singaya Dandanayaka, it is 
clear that Agaram Puttūr is the name of that part of 
Kolumam where is Kēvilturai. The Tenmūr Ottaik- 
kumindān from which it was separated may have been 
in the south of Kolumam. 


MOL cum cai sds lietus od ADS E AMORE CMA CR a 
1. 223/09. 2. 134/20. 2. 145/09; Tribh. Konérinmaikondan. 


4. 149/09 


5. 252/V. 6. 159/09 S*1269. 7. 159/09. 


8. Te.Ins. p.260; 159/09. 9. 169/09. 
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Anda Nadu 


Anda Nādu was the name of a large country now 
represented by Palani taluk of Madurai district. It was an 
ancient chiefdom having been the dominion of Vel chiefs 
of whom Aviyar Perumagan of Vel Avikkomans was the 
representative during the Sangam days. This ancient family 
had matrimonial alliance with the Cheras. They had intimate 
contact with Greeks and Romans due to a flourishing trade, as 
testified by a hoard of foreign coins discovered in the bed of the 
Shanmuga Nadi at Kalayamuttūr near Palani, The Andar had 
a good cavalry, with swift horses for their war steeds and this is 
another evidence of their trade contact with the west. Andar 
Nadu or Anda Nadu was also known as Vaikavur Nadu, chiefly 
because Vaikavur, the centre of the division, was the city of 
ancient fame associated with VaiyAvikkomans. VaiyAvipuri or 
Vaikaviyur, became Vaikāvūr and corrupted to Vaiyāvūr. 
Vaikāvūr Nadu was called Karaivali Vaikavur Nādu, since the 
region was chiefly the region ot the valley of Shanmuga 
Nadi, on whose banks lay most of the important places of this 
division. It lay east of the Karaivali Nādu of Amarāvati 
river region, and south of Ten Pongalūrkā Nādu of Kongu. 
Kīranūr and Pulariyūr were border villages. Kiranūr about 
5 miles south of Kongūr of Dhārāpuram taluk, is inside modern 
Palani taluk. Kongu king Vikrama Chola's record places Kiranūr 
in Pongalürka Nadu and Pulariyūr is placed in Anda Nadu in 
a 20th year record of Kongu Vikrama Chola dated in circa 
A.D. 1024, A record of Kongu king Virarajendra dated in his 
18th year corresponding to circa A.D. 1226 places Pulariyur 
in Pongalürka Nadu. Thus we see that Anda Nadu and 
Pongalürka Nadu were contiguous to one another and transfer 
of border villages from one division to the other, indicate 
administrative convenience. Anda Nadu, was the chiefdom of the 
Vels of the Avi family, who were independent from very early 
times, as shown by the Anda Nattu Velans figuring as chiefs 1n 
many early Pändiya records, and was included in Pandi-mandalam 
as revealed by Chola records of the time of Rajaraja I. Anda 
Nādu was not part of Kongu or Kongumandalam. But the 
entire region of Palani taluk, became part of the country 
conquered by the Cheras, who had come to stay in the 
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region west of Anda Nadu, extending from Amarāvati to the 
western ghats in the Anaimalai region. This area is represented 
by the modern taluks of Pollachi and Udumalaippéttai, 
comprising of the ancient geographical divisions of Kavadikka 
Nadu, Nallürka Nadu, Vendaiyurkal Nadu, and Virakérala 
Valanadu and Karaivali Nadu. The inclusion of Anda Nadu 
inside Kongumandalam, was made in or after mediaeval times 
as is testified to by the Solanpürva-pattayam and the much later 
Kongumandala Sadagam. And this was the period when 
Vaikavur or Palanimalai came to demarcate the southern 
boundary of Kongu, as is revealed by the popular verses stating 
the limits of Kongu in this direction. It is because of this 
feature we have to notice the division of Anda Nadu, and the 
places noticed as being inside this in epigraphical references. 
From the available notices tbe region appears to have been 
made up of Andavur Nadu, Vaikavür Nadu and Kundur 
Kūrram. 

Anda Nādu seems to be the same as Andāvūr Nādu,! and 
represented the shortened form like Vaikāvūr Nādu. Anda 
Nayakar* was the later representative of the earlier Anda Velan 
or Anda Nāttu Vēlān. 


Anda Nadu 


— Pulariyūr.* This is modern Puralúr in Palani taluk, 
on the Nallatangai river, and on the road from 
Kiranür to Kongappatti. It is about 13 miles north 
north-east of Palani, and about 9 miles east of Kiranür. 
Shrine of Nachchinārkiniyār at Periya Kottai. 

— Perumänalür.* This is now Perumanallur about 23 miles 
east of Kiranur. This was the place from where 
hailed Raman alias Pallavarayan, the minister of the 
Pandiya king Jatāvarman Kulasēkhara (Pūvinkiļatti 
introduction.) 

— Déviyarturai.© This is modern Devatturai or Dēvattūr 
4 miles south east of Puralūr, and about 3 miles north- 
west of Periyakottai in Palani taluk. 

1. 254/V. 2. 346/09. 3. 455, 456, 458/07. 4. 275/29-30; 


176, 183/25-26; 372/IV; 419, 441/V; 1042/VII, 403/VIII. 
5. 543/22. 6. 155/08. | 
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— Amarapundi.! Amarapündi is about 4 miles south-east 
of Perumanallur and about 5 miles west of Devattur in 
Palani taluk. | 

— Manir alias Virarājēndrasolanallūr.* Mānūr is on the 
bank of Shanmuga Nadi, about 6 miles south of 
Kiranur in Palani taluk. 

— Tiruppūvaņam. This may be Pushpattur in Palani 
taluk, on the road to Palani from Udumalaippēttai. 


— Ayyarmalai.* This is Ayiraimalai, now called Aivar- 
malai, a hill about 7 miles west by north of Palani and 
4 miles north of Rattayambadi, in Palani taluk. It 1s 
2 miles north of Pappampatti, on the Kolumam 
Palani road, This hill is in the Ayyampalayam village. 

— Puravarinallür alias Settuvävttanallür.> 

— Palani Nagaram.® Palani is the headquarters of the 
Paļani taluk. 

— Tiruppākkiyam 7 Ariyapirattisvaramudayar temple. 
This seems to be modern Virupākshi on the road from 
Palani to Dindugal. It is 3 miles west of Chattirappattı. 

— Ariyapiratti-chaturvedimangalam. This may be another 
name of Virupākshi. 

— Alvankoyil alias Virasoladevanallur. This was the 
ancient name of modern Periyaköttai about 3 miles 
north of Virupakshi and Chattirappatti, in Paļani 
taluk. Tiruppandisvaramudaiyar temple at Alvankoyil. 
Kadali Narasimhaperumal temple at Periyakottai is 
called Kadiri Naganatha Perumal temple. 


— Veriyambür.? This is Veriyappur about 4 miles north- 
east of Oddanchattiram in Palani taluk. 


— "Turumur.!? 


— Sellur.!* 


1. 258/V. 2. 150/08. 3. 63/16. 4. 702/05; 691, 731/04 
Aivarmalai Inscription of Varaguna I, 8th yr. 5'792; 705/05. 
BIS 155590: Gr BE No: 15/11. 8 1438. 7s 459/09. 

8. 455, 468, 469/07. 9. 4€5/58-59. 10. 113/47-48 ; 344/59-60 ; 
331/61-62. Anda Nadu in Rajaraja Pandi Nadu 113, 114/47-48. 
119310316322 
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— "Tirumadavanur.! 


— Kundīr in Kundurkurram in Anda Nadu.? 


Vaikāvi Nādu or Vaikāvūr Nadu* or. Amarapuri? Nādu— Karaivali 


Vaikavur Nādu—% 
— Karaivali Vaikavur.? This is Palani in Palani taluk. 
— Palani?. Palani is the headquarters of Palani taluk. 


— Ayipolil alias Avanivendaramanallur.? This is Ayyam- 


palli about 3 miles east of Balasamudram in Paļani 
taluk. 


— Virakulam,!° 
— Idumbankulam alias Virasola Mannarai.!! 


— Iravarur.1? This is the name of the place where the 


Periyavudaiyar temple is at Palani, on the bank of 
Shanmuga Nadi. 


— Kalayanputtūr!? alias Virakerala-chaturvedimangalam.!^ 


This is Kalayamuttur on the west bank of the 
Shanmuga Nadi, about 3 miles west of Palani. A hoard 
of 63 coins was dug up in this place. Mudubali, 
Narikkaraippallam, Sirraru and Mēlmaduppārai were 
its boundaries. 


— Kēdaimangalam alias Ellasola-chaturvedimangalam.!? 


Kodaimangalam is 'east of Iravārūr, on the road to 
Dharapuram, about 2 miles north-west of Palanı. 


—- Iravimangalam.1% Ravimangalam is on the bank of the 


Pachaiyār river, about 5 miles south-west of Kalaya- 
muttur, Panrimalai and Kolumattirkuppora Peruvali 
are noted as its boundaries. This Peruvah is the High 
Road from Palani to Koluman. Panrimalai is south of 
this village. 





|. 95/072 22 CIP) No: 13/072 403/11 ARE p? 63 Tayan 


Singan the Uttaramantri of the Pāņdiya king hailed from this place. 
3. 107/09; 287, 288/V. 4. 285, 288/V; 721/05: 152/08. 

5. Te. Ins. 975-941713: 61 299/55:56:52714425::298/ V5 7590771095 
8. 371/04; Te. ins. 906. 9. Ibid. 10. Ibid. 11. 373/04; Te. Ins. 908. 
12. 717/05. 13. 286/V ; 288, 299/55-56. 14. 300/55-56. 
15:-721/05-— *16-:285/AVC 
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The Irupattunalunattu-pattayam gives in Anda Nadu: 

— Virupachchi. See Virupākshi above. 

— Ponnivadi. 

— Yidaiyakottai. See Idayakēttai above. 

— Mandavādi. Mandavadi is east of Kallimandayam on 
the road from Kiranur to Kongappatti, in Palani 
taluk. 


— Kusavappatti. This is about 3 miles north of Oddan- 
chattiram. 


The Kongumandala Sadagam included in Vaiyāpuri Nadu, 
places like Kadattur, Kaniyur, Kannadiputtur, Koļumam, 
Madattūr, which are noted inside Karaivaļi Nādu in inscrip- 
tions. Thus the later day classification of Karaivali Vaikāvūr 
Nadu was confused with Karaivali Nadu of the Amaravati valley. 
The other places noted inside Vaiyapuri Nadu, which stands 
for Vaikavur Nadu, for Vaiyāpuri is a corruption of Vaiyavipuri 
1,€., Vaikavur of the earlier notices, are: 


— Palanı. See above. 
— Kodaimangalam. do 


— Kalayamputtur. do 


— Manur. do 
— Aykkudi do 
— Amarapūndi. do 
— lraiyanmangalam. 


— Kottaitturai. This is north of Melkaraippatti. 
— Melkaraippattilur. This is Melkaraippatti west of 
Kiranur. 


— Kolamgondan. This is Kolumankondan north-east of 


Pushpattur. 

— Devadagudi. This may be Devattur north-west of 
Periyakottal. 

— Manichchilambu. This is Marichchilambu east of Peru- 
manallur. 


— Valkarai. This is Vāgarai midway between. Kiranür 


and Parulur. 
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PLACES OF ANTIQUARIAN AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTE 


Kongu has been the area of fight between various races and 
kings of different dynasties, as a result of which many ruined 
forts and battle relics are available in this country. Rude stone 
monuments are many. These are found especially to the west 
and north of Coimbatore district, and on the slopes of the 
mountainous tracts. The Moyar valley is rich with them. 
Virakals and hero stones are found in large numbers. Ancient 
tombs have been excavated, unearthing potteries and other 
relics of early ages. Notices of these are found in /nd. Ant. 
(Vols. IV. 12; VII. 27 etc.) Considerable commercial contacts 
with the outer world are revealed by hoards of coins discovered 
in various places. Prehistoric Kistvaens, containing bones and 
pottery, implements, ornaments and bronze images and punch 
marked coins have been found scattered in the Anaimalais. 


“The sepulchral urns of prehistoric people are found to 
contain burnt and unburnt bones and implements of various 
descriptions, pottery of different shapes and sizes such as cups, 
jugs, vases, vessels with side spouts, plates and saucers. The 
bronzes found in the urns disclose a very high degree of skill, in 
the workmanship and the manipulation of the metal. This is 
also the case with the iron implements found in them. Among 
the metallic articles discovered are gold diadems, (which had 
been buried deeper than others were perhaps used for persons of 
rank), bronze ornamental bowl-stands with figures for support, 
lids of the same metal with curved rods bearing blossoms, 
grotesque images of cocks forming the top of the lid, bronze 
bowls, jars and cups and strainers, bangles and necklaces, hollow 
bulbs, iron swords and daggers with wooden handles, javelins, 
arrows, lances, spears, spades and chisels."' 


Clear ideas on the subject of dolmens could be obtained 
only from a map of their distribution and to this end the listing 
of the places where they are found is helpful., The main points 
of information on the subject of prehistoric monuments can only 
be had from the valuable contributions of Sir Walter Elliot, 
Col. Meadows Taylor, and M. J. Walhouse. They throw a flood 
of light on these. 


224 ... Ancient Geography of Kongu 


** A handsome jug was dug up about the year 1860 near 
Avanasi. A great city 1s traditionally said to have stood where 
it was found, but only some indistinct mounds and hollows now 
mark the spot, not only “periera etiam ancinae” have the very 
ruins perished, but the name too has been forgotten and only a 
dim tradition surmises that palaces and temples once spread 
widely there, With the jug were found a bronze globular oil 
vessel with straight tapering spout, and a bronze lamp stand for 
one wick, both of the forms still commonly in use ; but the jug 
is of a shape not at all Hindu and rather resembles what is 
known to the manufacturers as ' the Windsor pattern." It has 
been suggested that this jug might have been brought into the 
district by the early Greek and Phoenician sailors *who took 
peacocks and perfumes” as Walhouse says in A.I.VI. p. 302 
(Manual of Coimbatore District. 1894. p. 406). 


Coimbatore Taluk 

Vellalur. Many Pāndavakuļis, containing well made 
earthern vessels, Amphorae etc. 

Alandurai, south of Noyyal near Boluvampatti. Cairn on 
the north bank of Noyyal. 

Boluvampatti. Megalithic ramains, large bricks, tarracotta 
figures, etc., 12 miles west of Perur. 

Biļichi. 5 miles north of Periyanāyakanpāļaiyam. 

Kalimangalam. 2 miles south of Ālandurai. Megalithic, 
Cairn circles, large mounds. 
Kallumadai, 3 miles south-west of Coimbatore. Old urn 
burials, | 
Kāramadai. Between Kāramadai and Gūdalūr, several 
large circles of rough boulders are found. 

Koyilpalaiyam (Sarkar Sāmakkuļam). Dolmens, urn 
burials, and Ash mound. 

Mettupālaiyam. 22 miles from Coimbatore. more than 100 
Dolmens in fields, 

Muttukonampalaiyam. 6th mile from Coimbatore to. 
Pollachi. Kistvaens. | 


Nallurvayal. Cairn circles, very a Ashmounds, 
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Palladam Taluk 


Kandiyankoil. 2 miles north of Alagumalai on the road to 
Padiyur, and about 6 miles south of Padiyur. 27 
Cairns covered with earth. 


Koduvay. Dolmen; Cairn circle. 
Mangalam. on the south bank of Noyyal, 4 miles west of 
Tiruppur. Several Dolmens and stone circles, a mile 


east of the village. Recently Wooden Fossils have 
been discovered on the bank of Noyyal. 


Muttanampalaiyam. 4 miles south east of Tiruppur. 
20 Dolmens. : 
Pedappamatti. on road to Dhārāpuram from Palladam. 
Megalithic monuments, early black and red ware, 
Savadipalaiyam. 6 miles south of Palladam, near Kēthanūr 
on the road to Udumalaippēttai, and 2 miles west of 
Kallimedu. Dolmen and a stone circle, A large 
hoard of punch marked coins was found in a Dolmen 
here in 1807. (Ms. Journal. III. Elliot's numismatic 
gleanings). 

Sūlūr. on the south bank of Noyyal. Cairn with punch 
marked Roman coins. 

Tiruppur. Dolmen on bank of Noyyal. 


Virapandi. Antiquarian remains, 


Dharapuram Taluk 
Alambadi. 4 miles north of Kāngayam. Dolmen. 
Kādaiyūr. A dolmen near the village. 


Kangayam. 1 mile from Kangayam on the road to Karür. 
Dolmen. 


Kolinjivadi. Megalithic monuments. 
Komarapalaiyam. A Dolmen. 
Kulattupalaiayam. Megalithic monuments. 
Mambadi. on south bank of Amaravati, Dolmen. 
Mangalappatti. A Dolmen. 

Muttur. A Dolmen north-east of the village. 


Nandavanampalaiyam. A Dolmen. 
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“Roman coins have been found not infrequently in South 
India, but nowhere in such large hoards as in Coimbatore. At 
Pollachi 48 miles south-west of Pattāli in 1800, a pot was dug 
up containing a great many Roman coins of Augustus and 
Tiberius; they were of two kinds but all of them same weight 
and value. "Buchanan who visited the place, in the year of 
the find, says that they were of thesame value, Each weighing 
56 grains. “In 1806 five fine gold coins of the Caesars were 
found at Karūr, a considerable town mentioned by Ptolemy, 
45 miles east of the beryl tract. In 1842 an earthern pot 
containing 522 Roman dinarri was dug up at Vellalur a small 
village four miles from the town of Coimbatore ; and remarkably 
enough out of so large a number all but a dozen like the great 
many of the Pollachi find were coins of Augustus and Tiberius, 
the exceptions being of Caligula and Claudius. In 1856, 63 
very beautiful gold coins bearing the heads of Augustus and 
other early Roman emperors, in excellent preservation, were 
discovered packed in an earthernpot near the boundary of 
Madura and Coimbatore districts, 40 miles south of Kangayam - 
VEARVEEDED39): 

Avanāsi is about 100 miles from the Malabar coast, 
between which and Egypt there was certainly a freguent com- 
munication in very ancient times and the Greek and Roman 
sailors, who took peacock and perfumes from thence, may have 
brought art with them, such an article as the bronze jug. 
Further evidence of communication is given by a pot full of well 
preserved coins of Augustus and Tiberius, which was dug up at 
Paļani in 1800, and there is, I believe, historical proof that one 
of the Pandya kings sent an embassy to Augustus.’ (Walhouse: 
LA. IV. p. 302 with a drawing of the jug). 


Details of finds 

Vellalur: May 1842. An earthern pot with 522 coins, 
dug up. Dinarri chiefly of Augustus and Tiberius ; few 
of Caligula and Claudius. (Madras Journal XIII. 
p.212; Manual of Coimbatore District. by F. A. 
Nicholson, Revised by H. A. Stuart, 1898, p. 353). 
191 old Roman Coins of which some were broken, 
were discovered again in this place on 16-1-1931. 
They date from Augustus to Constantine. 
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Savadipalaiyam : 5 miles south of Palladam. Large hoard 
of punch-marked coins were found in a dolmen, 
Pandavakuli. in 1807. (Madras Journal. III; Manual 
of Coimbatore District p. 407). 

Pollāchi: pot of many silver coins dug up in 1800, belong- 
ing to Augustus, Tiberius and others, (Madras Journal 
XII. p. 24). A Silver Coin of Augustus and (punch- 
marked) Coins in Pandukulis found in 1817. 

Karur: Some Roman coins found here in 1806, belonging 
to Augustus and Tiberius and Antonia and Claudius. 
(Madras Journal XIII. p. 214; Manual of Coimbatore 
District. p. 385, Karūr “embryo village”). In 1878 
Rev. Little discovered a hoard of 500 coins. 

Kalayamuttur: 3 miles south of Palani. Pot of 63 beautiful 
gold coins of early Roman emperors, Augustus and 
others, dug out in 1856 near the Shanmuga river; 57 
in excellent preservation. 

Omalür in Salem District : old Silver coins found ( Madras 
Journal. 1876. p. 156.) 

Akhilandapuram, Pollachi taluk: 5 Roman silver coins 
found in 1941. 

Vadakku Budinattam, Udumalaippettai taluk : 1398 Roman 
silver Coins. 

Silver Punch marked coins 30 found at Alampalaiyam in 
Dharapuram taluk in 1949;  Vakkampalaiyam, 
Pollachi taluk, 48 coins in 1961. Tayirpalaiyam, 
Erode taluk, 193 coins found in 1962. 

A list of Roman sovereigns represented by their coins found 

in Kongu is given below.* 

The Navigators of the ancient seas have left us with 
accounts of the lands they visited. Southern India had many 
ancient ports which were regularly visited by ships from Greece, 
Egypt, Rome, Persia, Arabia and China. Egypt and Persia had 
the benefit of the trade up to the date of the Roman conquest of 
Egypt, which occurred in the reign of Augustus in circa B.C. 30. 

* A full tabulated list of Roman kings represented by their coins 
from all over southern India, is given chronologically arranged by 


K. V. Subrahmanya Aiyer in pp. 86-7 of his Historical Sketches of 
Ancient Dekhan, Vol. I. (1917). 
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Persian horse was the chief item of trade by which Tamil 
Nadu benefited. Swift horses formed the cavalry of the Chiefs 
and kings of the peninsular south. Roman trading vessels with 
their merchandise, regularly called at the ports of Damirica 
(Tamilagam) from the beginning of the Christian era. The rich 
finds of gold and silver coins in the Tamil land belonging to 
almost all the Roman emperors from Augustus to Zeno furnish 
the most convincing proof of the continuous trade between the 
two countries for more than five centuries. Tamil Sangam 
literature. provides us with many references to the foreign trade 
and the detailed list of ports and interior cities given by Ptolemy, 
and the author ofthe Periplus, only confirm a very intimate 
knowledge of South India, as a result of the most active trade, 
The list of kings represented in the collected coins, commencing 
from the first Roman emperor Augustus and continued without a 
break through all the kings up to the end of the 2nd century, 
shows an unabated trade with Kongu for more than two centuries. 
With some pause the Roman trade was revived in the fourth 








century. 
^; Place where their coins were found 
Hines Der | and when i 

Augustus B.C. 44-14 | Pollachi (1888) ; Vellalur (1842 
and 1931) and Karur (1878). 

Drusus (Senior) | B.C. 8 Vellalur (1842), Kalayamuttur 
(1856). 

Antonia, wife Karur (1806) 

of Drusus 

Germanicus Vellalur (1842) | 

Tiberius A.D. 14-37 | Pollachi (1800), Karur (1806 and 
1878), Vellalur (1842), Kalaya- 
muttur (1856). 

Caligula 37-41 Vellalur (1842), Kalayamuttur 
(1856). 

Claudius 41-54 Karur (1806), Vellalur (1842), 
Kalayamuttur (1856). 

Nero 54-68 Kalayamuttur (1856) 

Domitian 81-96 Kalayamuttur (1856) 

Nerva 96-98 Kalayamuttur (1856) 

Trajan 98-117 Kalayamuttur (1856) 

Hadrian 117-138 Kalayamuttur (1856) 

Commodius 180-193 Kalayamuttur (1856) 


Constantinus 323-337 Karur (1931) 
S 


A 
Abhimānašēlanallūr, 121 
Abhishēka Viņņagar, 103 
Achchippaļļam R, 34 
Achipatti, 227 
Achyuta, 187 
Adaiyūr, 183,187 
Adamankēttai, 72 
Ādankara! R, 33,169 
Adan Peruvali, 72 
Ādanūr, 72 
Adanür Nādu, 

72,175,176,178. 
Adarima, 76,78 
Ādavūr, 137 
Ādhināthēšveram, 157 
Adhirāja Mm, 43 
Adhirājarāja Mm, 170. 
Adhirājarāja mannarai, 

210. 

Adhirajaraja Vanchivelan, 

2 EI: 
Ādichchamangalam, 173 
Ādichchanallūr, 177 
Ādikēšava Perumal, 198 
Adikkidataļam, 75 
Adipuri, 147 
Adirādirājanallūr, 146 
Āditya I, 6,38,43,69,90,165 
Adigaman, 10,28,76,140, 

203 
Adigaman Nadu, 

2,12; 734 1971015203 
Adigaman Peruvali, 72 
Adiyārkunallār, 137 
Ādiyūr, 137, 138 
Agananüru, 67 
Agaram, 36,109,110,195 
Agaram Puttūr, 216 
Agastye$varam, 157,166 
Agnisvara, 215 
Agrahāra Kannādiputtūr, 

91:5. 


INDEX 


Agrahāra Kattāngani, 
139,142. 

Agrahāra Puttūr, 146 

Agrahāra Vāļavandi, 207 

Aivarmalai, 14,24,27,70, 
229. | 

Aivarsunai, 230 

Akhiländapuram, 157,208, 
236. 

Akkamalai, 24 

Akkarai Boluvampatti, 130 

Akkarai Koduveri, 100,129 

Akkarai Sengappalli, 127 

Akkašālai, 40,75,93 

AkkaSalai Nallūr, 93,188 

Akkāviri Nādu, 112 

Akkittalam, 128 

Alagai, 163 

Alagamalai, 188 

Alagāpuri, 163 

Alagasamudram, 182 

Alagiya Nachchi Amman, 
198. 

Alagiya Sēmanallūr, 99 


Alagiyasöla Mannarai, 210 | 


Alagiya Vitankapperumal, 
210. 


Alagumalai, 27,151,153, 
155,226. 


Alagumurichchan, 35,39 
Ālaivāy, 88 
Alamarattuppalli, 111 
Ālambādi, 78,142,158,160, 
214,226. 
Alampalayam, 236 
Alandurai, 68,224 
Alangānattam, 206 
Alangiyam, 13,32,54,91, 
139,152,155. 
Alankāranattam, 206 
Ālattūr, 86,121,127,195, 
201,203. 
Ālavalai, 196 


Alavāypatti, 186,189,190 

Alayagiri, 188 

Alīyār, R, 12,19,34,69,210, 
213: 

Alivär Tirumatturai, 209 

Aliyaviradangondankulam, 
128. 

Allalapalayam, 118 

Allālapuram, 118 

Allītturai, 125 

Aloe, 76,78 

ee Aļagiya Nāyanār, 
163. 

Āļudaiyār Tirumattiyūr 
Udaiyar, 166. 

Alakkoli, 139 

Alukkoli, 100,139 

Alvänköyil, 219 

Amakkalatalam, 75,157 

Amankadavu, 207 

Amarabhuyankāra Ch’, 31, 
142-144. 

Amarabhuyankara 
Mannarai, 167. 


Amarabhuyankara Nallūr, 
69,130,131. 


| Amarabhuyankara Puram, 


IZAN 
Amaragundi, 183-185 
Amarakunri, 184,186 
Amarakunri Parru, 184 
Amaram, 186 
Amarapündi, 217,222 
Amarāvati R, 11-13,24,27, 
28,32.33,91,99,70,72,10, 
82,95,152,155.160,162, 
165,168,171,173,213,216. 
Amayar, 31 
Ambā Nadi, 32 
Ambar, 3 | 
Ambarampāļayam, 208 
Ambaranäthaperumäl, 113 
Āmbira Nadi, 181 
Āmbira Nadi Kūdalūr, 162 


Abbreviations: R= River, Mm= Mandalam, Ch” = Chaturvedimangalam 


Ammadi Chr, 132 
Ammammai Ch”, 132 
Ammankoyilpatti, 230 
Ammapalayam, 127 
Ammāppēttai, 97,167,189 
Amukkayam, 139,152 
Ämür, 137 
Ānaimalai, 8,12,19,24,28, 
32,34.54,55,69,75-77,210, 
2.12.2137 227% 
Ānaimalai Nādu,15,47,58, 
212. 
Ānakkisvara, 210 
Anamandappallı, 103 
Ānandakūttar, 131 
Ānandakuvai, 190 
Anangūr, 104,105,107,114, 
116,118. 
Andakkavundar, 145 
AndaNadu, 10-14,16,24,27, 
28,32,41,43,46-48,55,57, 
69,70.91,150,152,214, 
217,218,221. 


Andanāttu Vēļān, 217-8 
Aņda Nayakar, 218 
Āņdān Koyil, 33,70 
Andanür, 70,173 
Andapuram, 206 
Andar, 10,217 

Anda Velän, 218 
Andävür Nadu, 218 
Andipalayam, 144 
Andippatti, 111 


Andiyür, 50,70,74,92,95,97, 


105,211,231. 
Anikkadavu, 32,207 
Angalakurichi, 212 
Angittolu, 153 
Animur, 108 
Animuri Nadalvar, 202 
Aniyūr, 197 
Anjanäd Valley, 32 
Añjeri, 113,115,117 
Añjukarai Nadu, 82 
Afjūr, 112 


Annadana Sivapuri, 31,132 


Anniyúr, 91,125 


Index 


Annúr, 31,34,48,53,122, 
123,125,126,148,231,233. 
Anpatti, 31,77,131 
Anpatti Aludaiyar, 131 
Anporunai, 32,39,156 
Anporundam, 32 
Anukkampallam, 167 
Anukkumāramalai, 25,229 
Anuma Nadi, 113 
Anumanpaļļi, 35,166 
Apangayam, 155 
iS 
83. 


Appiyapälayam, 180 

Appattattal, 94 

Appukküdal, 95-97 

Arachalūr, 26,27,32,39,40, 
50,79,104,106,110,139, 
229,231. 

Arachchilai Amman, 104 

Aragalur, 74 

Araikilär, 49 

Āraikkal, 26,73 

Arai Nadu, 48,49 

Araiya Nadu, 91,112,113 

Arakkankottai, 30,121 

Arakulam, 27,146 

Aralappanpatti, 148 

Arangür, 104 

Arappaligvara, 38,74,202, 
204. 

Arasalūr, 207 

Arasanipalayam, 133,213 

Arasambalam, 133 

Arasampāļayam, 157 

Arasannamalai, 32,79,136, 
138. 

Arasapāļayam, 33,78,149 

Arasipalayam, 132 

Arasirámani, 36,185,190 

Arasūr, 48,123,124,128,213 

Arasūrnattam, 206 

Arattolu, 33,159,160,232 

Aravagiri, 39,93 

Aravakurichi, 33,166,168, 
178,233. 

Aravakēttai, 86,121 
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Aravaņanallūr, 154 
Araya Nādu, 29,42,46,50, 
575 


Ardhanaripalayam, 213, 
230. 


Ardhanarisvara, 26,39 
Arembour, 76,78 
Arichchanna, 63 
Ariyapiratti Ch”, 219 
Ariyapirattinallür, 146 
Ariyapirátti$varam 
Udaiyar, 219. 
Ariyapuram, 
Ariyāvūr R, 23,55,175,176 
Ariyūr, 33,66,160,175,193, 
232. 
Ariyūr Nādu, 49,201,203 
Ariyürpatti, 192 
Arkadu, 3 
Ārrūr, 45,74,174 
Arrürkürram, 45,74 
Arulamalai, 136 
Arumanimangalam, 18] 
Arumolidéva Ch’, 132 
Aru Nadu, 47-9,57,112,132, 
136. 
Arunagiri, 113 
Aruņagirinādar, 131 
Arunagiriyär, 156 
Arunattarmalai, 27,76,112, 
114,229. 
Arür, 206 
Arutolu, 160 
A$uramalai, 70 
Asuramalaip Peruvali, 70 
AtiSayasolanallür, 132 
Atiyendra Vishnugriham, 
26,230. 
Atiyur, 187 
Attaiyampatti, 36,188,190, 
198,200,232. 
Attalapuram, 197 
Attamalai, 33 
Attanur, 195,196,209 
Attavāni Anumanpalli, 103 
Attavāni Pidäriyür, 103 
Attavāni Pulavari, 190 
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Attikkavaru, 131 
Attilturai, 233 
Attipalayam, 115 
Attirampalayam, 111 
Attirappalli, 114 
Attukkalpallam, 25 
Attimalai, 25 
Attuppullachchi, 213 
Augustus, 74,235 
Āvudaiyāppārai, 35,80,81 
Avalappanpatti, 208,209 
Aval Pūndurai, 35,80,81, 
101,103,105. 

Avanāsi, 9,34,41,48,52,72, 
77,91,92,103,122-3,126-8, 
225231. 

Avanasipalayam, 27,53,145, 
149,151,153. 

Avanasippatti, 199 

Avani Pērūr, 36,183,234 

Avanīvēndarāma Nallūr, 
220-1. 

Avarrukkūrram, 3 

Āvi, 10-14,28,32 

Āvi Nādu, 4,10 

Āviyar Perumagan, 217 

Ayalūr, 138,139 

Aychchamañgalam, 179 

Ayilūr, 100,138 

Ayiliyur, 136 

Ayipolil, 220 

Ayirai, 24,27 

Ayiraimalai, 14,219 

Ayirūr, 20 

Aykkudi, 221-2 

Aykkudiparru, 221 

Ayodhyapattinam, 74, 
189-90. 

Ayyakarai, 114 

Ayyampalayam, 27,114, 
147,219. 

Ayyampalli, 220 

Ayyampettai, 200 

Ayyapolil, 129 

Ayyarmalai, 219,230 

Ayyasami hills, 19,25 
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B 
Bagampiriyadar, 101 
Bailnād, 26,202 
Bālanallūr, 208 
Bālarājapuram, 180 
Bālasamudram, 220 
Balladi, 82 
Ballepalayam, 30 
Balmadis, 26 
Banāri, 25,67,74 
Baragūr, 25,74 
Baragūrmalai, 28 
Baris, 76 
Bastarpāļayam, 120 
Bastipalayam, 85 
Bastipuram, 64,86 
Bavanäsı, 30 
Bayiruchi, 188 
Belichi, 124 
Belladi, 30,68,125,233 
Bellakuli, 200 
Bēlukurichi, 194.196-7 
Beryl, 5,59,76-78,149 
Bharadvāja gūtra, 63 
Bhavāņi, 22,28,68,79,96-7 
Bhavani R, 28,29,39,85, 

120. 
Bhaväniküdal, 29 
Bhavānisāgar, 30 
Bhīma, 166 
Bhūmēšvara, 105 
Bideris, 76,78 
Biļichi, 128,224 
Bodamalai, 25,36,56,193 
Boļumānpatti, 130-1,224, 
233; 
Bomasama, 63 
Bommanallūr, 152 
Bommasamudram, 73,191, | 
193,195,205. 
Brahmadēšam, 49, 50, 96, | 
113. | 
Brähmi, 27,59,76,104 
Brihatkatha, 87 
Buchanan, 235 . 
Büdappadi, 97,186 


Būtipuram, 221 
Butter mountain, 169 
G 
Caligula, 235 
Cerebothras, 59, 76 
Chakragiridrug, 32,934 
Chandiravaram, 208 
Chandraprabha Tirthan- 
kara, 86 | 
Chandrapuram, 208 
Chattirappatti, 219 
Chengappalli, 137,139 
Chennimalai, 27,32,40,50, 
68,79,81,104,134,138-9, 
141,156,231. 
Chenni Nagar, 104 
Chenni Nathar, 103 
Chéran Chakravartiyai 
Nadaikonda Nadu, 98 
Chéra Nadu, 1, 2 
Chethapali, 155 
Chettipalayam, 147,227 
Chidambaram, 31 
Chingappalli, 35 
Chinna Dhārāpuram, 33, 
71,161-2,233. 
Chinna Karai R, 33,82,155 
Chinna Karur, 205 
Chinna Muttūr, 160 
Chinna Nattamangalam, 


188. 
Chinnappampatti, 185 
Chinna Puliyūr, 100 
Chinnar, 28,31-2 
Chinna Soragai, 186 
Chinna Tadāgam, 25 
Chintāmaņi R, 30,120 
Chitramēļi Periya Nadu, 

129. 


| Chitramēļi Viņņagar, 198 


Chittar R, 210,213 
Chēļa Nādu, 1,2,3 
Chokkanathapāļayam, 167 


| Cholakerala Mm, 43 


Cholappadi, 181,185,186 


| Chölasirämani, 115,118 
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Cholavadi, 186 
Chēlēšvaram, 214 
CholeSvaranallür, 159 
Chūdāmaņi, 162 
Chunnampatti, 95 
Claudius, 235 
Coimbatore, 131,183,220 
Gonstantine, 236 


-= Coonoor R, 30 


D 
Da ....dadasa, 144 


Dadapuram, 36 
Dadaravuttan Pudūr, 213 
Dakshinavaranavasi, 122 
Dalavaypalayam, 35 
Dalavaypattinam, 70,150, 
152,155,166-7. 
Daļavāy Rāmappier, 18 
Daļi, 212,214 
Damirica, 76,237 
Danaväsı, 231 


Daņāyakankēttai, 30,49,87, 


93,120,129,216. 
Danishpet, 184,232 
Dārāsuram, 165,186 
Dāruka, 59 
Dāsampāļayam, 137 
Dāsanāyakanpatti, 110 
Dasaviļakku, 36 
Devaganapalli, 177 
Dēvampādi, 54,207-211 
Dēvanaņkurichi, 105,107 
Devanappalli, 177 
Dēvanūr Nàdu,49,201,203 
Dēvanūr Pudūr, 212 
Dēvaradiyāl, 41 
Dēvārām, 62,105,135,204 
Dēvarāyapuram, 31,121 
Dēvattānam, 160 
Dēvatturai, 218 
Dēvikoļam, 212 
Dēviyarturai, 218 
Dhalli, 34 
Dhārāpuram, 32,33,54,59, 

61,67-8,70-1,75,77-8,82, 

92,152,155,162,164-67, 

219929. 
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Index 


Dharmapuram, 18,72,76, 
181,203. 


Dharmalingamalai, 25 
Dhavalagiri, 26,100,120 
Dhurvāsakshētra, 30,120 
Dimbam, 25,67,74 
Dindugal, 69,180 
Divattipatti, 184,189 
Dombachi R, 178 
Doramangalam, 182 
Draupadi, 166 
Duryodana, 166 


E 
Edakkalippadi, 169 
Edangaņšālai, 56,182,199 
Edappadi, 28,183-86,232 
Edappulungal Nadu, 175 
Ediranur, 164 
Ekapuram, 199 
Elachchipālayam, 228 
Elampalli, 189 
Elangur, 194 
Elattür, 27,498,129 
Elavadi, 33 
Eļavanūr, 161 


Elerumaippallam, R,30,82, 
H C) 


“La 

Ellaigrāmam, 35 

Ellaipalayam, 102,225 

Ellāru, 225 

Ellasola Ch”, 220 

Elukarai, 51,114 

Elukarainachchi, 40,41,93 

ElukaraiNadu, 30,31,38-40, 
58,82,93,134,181, 

Elukkarai Náttu Nangai, 41 

Eļumāttūr, 35,79,82,102, 
104-5,109. 

Elunürruch Ch", 114,115 

Elunürravamangai, 113, 
114. 

Elúr Nadu, 29,36,37,41-44, 
48,56,58,73,91,92,133-4, 
191,194,196-7. 

Plun 36,52,56,/3 

Elur R, 36 

Elumättürmalai, 27,79 
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Emappatti, 109,199 
Emmampündi, 129 
Emur, 180 — 

Enadu, 22 
Ennamangalam, 95,96 
Ennur, 215 
Eņņūrmannarai, 215 


Erichchil Polilvaychchi, 
208. 


Erivirapattinam, 75 
Erode, 32,68,72,77,79,157, 
225285 
Erralür, 71 
Ērrilārār, 144 
Ennapuram, 186 
Erpatti, 212 
Erumaippatti, 206 
Erumaiyür, 67 
Erumaiyüran, 67 
Eruttukkulam, 173 
Ettanur, 129 
Ettappür, 74 
Ettimalai, 19 
Etturkadu, 114 
Eyinücchavadi, 198 


G 
Gajalhatti, 30,67,85,233 
Ganapatinallür, 69,173, 
176,183. 
Ganapatipalayam, 173 
Gangaikondasölavalanädu, 
24. 
Ganga Mm, 23 
Ganga Nädu, 10,24,58,67 
Gangavādi, 67,74 
Gāngēya, 59 
Garudan Kēttai, 234 
Ghētticheyūr, 139 
Gobichettipalayam, 99 
Godamalai, 19,26. 


Gomangalam, 55,77,208, 
2101212: 


Gomangalam Pudur, 212 
Gopalapuram, 208 
Goppanari, 126 
Govinda, 63 
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Gudakkarai. 121 
Güdalür, 126,161,162,180, 
224. | 
Gudimangalam, 54,151, 
154,214. 
Guhai, 190,230,234 
Gulappattı, 232 
Gunaluttama, 63 
Gundür, 25 
Gundür Nädu, 203 
Gundyapallam, 85 
Guruswamipälayam, 196 
Gutti Alattür, 25,233 


H 
Hadi Nädu, 67,79 
Hanumamalai, 233 
Hari Hara, 17,165 
Hari Varma, 63 
Hasanür, 25,67,74,85 
Hiranyapura, 183 
Hogenakal, 28 


I 
Ichchampalli, 107 
Ichchikkarai, 143,154 
Idaippādi, 36,185 
Idaippichchi Nadu, 48,58, 

161,170-1,175. 
Idaippuludi Nadu, 55,90, 
161,170. 
Idaiyakēttai, 221-2 
Idakkalappadi, 169 
Idanganasalai, 199 
Idayär, 51,113 
Idayaru, 113,117 
Idikarai, 31,34,52,82,123, 
126-7. 
Idappulli Nadu, 201,203 
Idumbankulam, 220 
Iduvayi, 84 
Ikkarai Boļuvampatti, 31, 
52695123 1812 
Ilakkampādi, 153 
Ilakkampatti, 33 
Iļamādattūr, 51,114 
Ilamisvaramudaiya 
Nāyanār, 182. 
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Ilampalli, 116,189 
Ilampiilai, 163,189 
Ilanagar, 175-6,178,194 
Ilamchamudram, 182 
Ilangidansalai, 182 
Ilavamalai, 106 
Ilavarasanallūr, 113,115 
Ilayapalayam, 212 
Illattür, 48 
Iluppai, 127 
Iluppili, 36,108,183 
Inanganür, 168 
Inganiyür, 109 
Ingoimalai, 21 
Ingür, 50,103,106 
Injampalli, !07,109 
Injappali, 109 
Iraiyamangalam, 222 
Iranapuram, 199 
Irasipuram, 195 
Irattatyambadi, 221 
Irattaramolisolap 
Perumteruvu, 99 
Īrattūr, 136 
Iravārūr, 220 
Iravi Kodai, 103 
Iravimangalam, 220 
Irödu, 99,102,106,109 
Irugaiyūr, 103 
Irugalur, 48,86,121,200 
Irumbarai, 27,86,121,127 
Irumbā Nādu, 2 
Irumpurai, 27,59,75-6,121 
Irugununnidaimangaiyar, 
128. 
Irumudisölapuram, 171 
Irungovel, 10,28,55 
Irupattinälunättupattayam 
6,46-8,97,108-9,117,123, 
132,140,148,160-1,164, 
172,174,181,186,190,193, 
196,200,209,213,222. 
Iruppuli, 36,105,107 
Iruppalli, 105,186 
Irukkür, 118 


J 
Jainiyadevata, 63 
Jakanarai R, 30 
Jalakantesvara, 98 
Jallüttu, 202,203 
Jambai, 96,97 
Jarugumalai, 202 
Jatāvarman Kulašēkhara, 

218. | 
Jatāvarmaņ Sundara 
Pandiya I, 44 
Javadi Hills, 233 
Jayangoņdanāthēšvara, 158 
Jayangondasölanallür, 
152,215. 
Jayangondasölapuram, 57, 
71,176,179,188. 
Jayavür, 96 
Jivaka Chintāmaņi, 61 
Jñanasambandhar, 204 


K 
Ka tarl 
Ka...ta Nādu, 120 


Kabilipāļayam, 207,208 
Kachchipalli, 199 
Kachchuli, 185 
Kachchuppalli, 185,199 
Kachchuvankurichi, 173 
Kadaiyampatti, 184 
Kādaiyūr, 27,159,160,226 
Kadachchinallür, 108 
Kadakkampalayam, 48 
Kadali Narasimha Perumal 
219. 
Kādambādi, 215 
Kadambai, 172 
Kadambankurichi, 172 
Kadambarkoyil, 179 
Kadambanturai, 179 
Kadampatti, 125 
Kadalrushi, 25 
Kadanavēlampatti, 195 
Kadapali, 197 
Kadappalli, 197 
Kadarrūr, 216 


Kadattúr, 32,125,155,166, 
190,222. 

Kadavūr, 159 

Kadirānallur, 36,45, 
193-95. 


Kadiri Nāganātha Perumāļ 
219. 


Kadithamalai, 27 
Kadiyampatti, 36 
Kaduvangudi, 176 
Kailāsanatha, 182 
Kailāsanivāsa Ch”, 141. 
Kaiyaparai, 190 
Kākam, 107 
Kakkadavu, 207 
Kākkāvari, 196 
Kalaiyanür, 86,122 
Kālakālēšvara, 122 
Kalakapaļļi, 159 
Kalakkiri, 26 
Kalakkuruchi, 33,174 
Kalamangalam, 106,110 
Kalamankāni, 118 
Kalampādi, 109 
Kaļandai, 147 
Kalangani, 195,197 
Kalangānilai, 117 
Kalanganīr, 91 
Kalanür, 108 
Kālappatti, 123,124 
Kalaperu, 121 
Kala Vallavaraiyan, 63,64 
Kala Vadangan, 184 
Kalayamuttür, 70,74,217, 
220,222,236. 
Kali Kamalesar, 103 
Kalikkür, 152 
Kalikurichi, 174 
Kalimangalam, 224 
Kali Nagar, 104 
Kālingarāyan, 30,35 
Kalīngayam, 100,102, 
139-40. 
Kälipälayam, 162 
Kālippatti, 187 
Kalittandalai, 17, 18 


Index 


Kalividangan, 184 
Kaliyani, 194,197 
Kaliyanūr, 108 

Kaliyapuram, 213 


| Kaliyuga Kanni$vara, 152 


Kalkurichi, 196 
MA Tiruvalampolil 
Kallaivettuvar, 95 
Kallan Kulam, 195 
Kallapuram, 32,216,221 
Kallimadai, 25,126 
Kallimandayam, 222 
Kallimulai, 128 
Kallippalli, 126 
Kallumadai, 224 
Kalpadu, 159 
Kalpārai, 96 
Kalundanpārai, 114 
Kalür, 91 
Kalvalli, 110 
Kalyana Rāmēšvara, 166 
Kamalapatti, 212 
Kamalālayar, 103 
Kamalapuram, 104,181, 
190. 
Kambattarāyan hills, 25 
Kanakagiri, 199 
Kanakapuram, 78,101,229 
Kanalai Tādiyar, 202 
Kāna Nādu, 3 
Känänilam, 216 
Kañchikoil, 50,95,99,102, 
23% 
Kañchikkovil Nädu, 30,47, 
50,57,90,93,95,99,101. 
Kañchikkuri 99 
Kañchikkuval, 99 
Kañchikkuvala Nadu, 42 
Kañchimanadi, 31,33,94, 
141,156-7. 
Kañchi R, 101,131,142 
Kanchitti, 133 
Kanchipuram, 31,74 
Kañchittundam, 1,99,101-2 
Käfichiväyperür, 9 


243 


Kāndakulamāņikkam, 200 


Kandarakulamāņikkam, 
200. 


Kāndavūrār R, 213 
Kandi$vara, 151 
Kandiyankoyil, 53,144-5, 
150-1,153,155,226. 
Kangaippalli, 126 
Kangayam, 27,54,59,68,71, 
75,77-8,142,156,160,226. 
Kāngaya Nādu, 32,42,44, 
47,53-4,57,90,93,136, 
140-44,156-7,159,162. 
Kāngayampāļayam, 33,35 
Kāngēyam, 159 
Kangēya Nādu, 156 
Kāngeyasamudram, 144 
Kaņimurrūttu, 4 
Kanıyampündi, 225 
Kaniyani, 197 
Kaņiyūr, 32,71,215,222 
Kañja, 26,36 
Kañjal, 197 
Kañjamalai, 187,189-90, 
198. 
Kañjappalli, 126-7,225 
Kannādiputtūr, 71,149, 
25:222. 
Kaņņandēri, 199 
Kannanur, 200 
Kannappalli, 97 
Kaņņāppanallūr, 178 
Kannappili, 97 
Kannapuram, 75, 159-60 
Kannimantettu, 221 
Kannivadi, 37,71,162,169, 
234. 
Kannürpatti, 195 
Kanür, 48,150 
Kapilakurichi, 116 
Kapilamalai, 26,116,118 
Karachcheri, 149 
Karadibavi, 80,146 
Karaikkurichi, 195 
Karai Nadu, 39,82,198 
Karaippàdi, 209 
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Karaipöttänäru, 10,20,22, | Karralli Ch’, 177 Kavalai, 118 
29,37,38,44-5,57,71,204-7 | Karrängani, 139,144-5,153 | Kavalkurichi, 105 
Karaiputtür, 146 Karrayangani, 142,158 Kavalur Karupillar, 135 
Karaisai, 113 Karukkalvädi, 190 Kavalür, 99 
Kāraitturai, 70 Karumanür, 72,199 200 | Kavaru, 131 


Kāraitturai Peruvali, 70, Karumapuram, 105,107, Kavasaippodu, 291 
77,173. 199, Kavası, 48 

Karaivali Mādappūr, 45 | Karungalpatti, 36,198 Kavaya Kàliyamman, 122 

Karaivaļi Nāģu, 12-15,32, | Karumpon, 81 Kavayanputtūr, 52.199.196 
21021315218. | Karuppür, 185 Kaveri R, 28f 

Kasiali Vaikasnr 990 | 5 8 Kaveri Nàdu, 112 


ivali Vaikävür Nadu, | Karür, 32-3,59,66-71,73-4, | Kaveripatti, 28,36,79,184-5 
Karaivali Vaikāvūr Nāģu, 76-78 91.160,171,173, pati , 


41,220,222 298.939 935.6. id. 18,25,28-9, 
mest Karutāni, 194,196 1 EM 
Karaiyanadıkkıttalam, 75, | 2 a cp | PAVER RS 

128. 159 cota e | Kāvettiranganpāļayam,190 


Karaiyampundi 129 Kartvatatu 37 Kāveri Vaļanādu, 1 
Karaiyanilam, 129 Karuvalvadı 97 Kavundan Pälayam, 25,110 
Karaiyänkädu, 232 Kavundappädi, 99 
Karaiyappadi, 129 Kavundapatti, 32 
Karaiyür, 21,80,113,156, Kavuttuvam, 221 


Karuvür altas Vañchima- 
nagaram, altas Mudiva- 


langusolapuram,29,64,75 


uo Karuvür, 91,92,169-70 Kayalür, 48 
Karakkulam, 183 43 EE RS Kēdayarumbu, 221 
Kāramaģai, 27821056, 3 | Re 

a E Karvali Nagaram, 112 MES k d 
Kārappādi,53,121,129,208- | Kārvaļi, 113, 115, e RW c 

209. Rea s Kēņittoļuvu, 128 
Karapuram, 188 Kāsi Visvanätha, 205,215 Kēraļakēšarinallūr 14,215 
Karapuramudaiya Eu utc cas Kera lantakan d 41 

Nāyanār, 188. Kattaļai, 20,44,141,179-81 PETE SS 
Karasa Nādu, 57 Kattaļai Agrahāram, 177 Kēraļapaļļi, 177 
Kārattolu, 70-1.77,166,216 | Kāttāmpālayam, 110 Keriūgāyām, 913 
Kāri, 202,203 Kāttāmpatti, 125,130,227 | K stanāyakanpudūr, 232 
Karikalachola, 133 Kāttangāni, 32,53,139,158 Ketaya, 916 
Karimalai, 25, 30 Kattāri, 105,107,110 Kētukkurumbu, 221 
Karimangalam, 182 Kattippulukku, 89 er 97 
Karippatti, 111,189 Kāttupāļayam, 110 Kichaka, 166 
Karivaradarāja Perumal, Kättupatti, 206 Kidāram, 206 

i Kāttupputtiyūr, 211 Kidarattarayanpatti, 188 
Kāriyāru, 125 Kattupputtur, 206-7 Ko 
Pa Ugra AS Kāttūr, 154,233 Kilambādi, 106,109 
Bariyappanpatti 111 Kāttuvāri, 35, 102 Kilan a Nadu 49 47,55 
Karkurichi, 197 Kävadi, 84, 207 ME UU i gi 
Kārmandalasadagam, 47 | Kavadikkanadu, 15,34,43, | a.” Kundal 164.169 
Karmegakavifiar, 18 47,54,57,70,84,150,207-8, | >. gp 
Ka ES 910,218. Kilan Kundam, 164 


Karoura, 59,76,78 Kavadipalayam, 208 Kīļappādi Nadu, 182 
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Kongapādi, 36 

Kongappatti, 13,150,218 

Kongapperuvali, 66,68-9, 
13,93. 

Kongar, 7,10,89 

Kongar Nādu, 89,203 

Kongarapāļayam, 29,152 

Kongavitankattu 
Āvudaiyūr, 151 

Kongilankosar, 89 

Kongu, land measure, 94 

Kongu altas Virasola Mm. 
17,37-8,44,60,90,104,141, 
191,198,203. 

Kongu alias Adhirāja Mm, 
90 

Kongu alias Sola Kerala 
Mm. 90 

Kongudēsa Rajakkal, 6,58, 
87. 

Kongukulavalli, 94 

Kongukulavalli Vadi, 90, 
1:32: 133; 

Kongulakku, 94 
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Kovaimanagar, 131 
Kovanputtür, 31,67-9,131-3 
Kovanga Nadu, 48 
Kovilpalayam, 31,34,48,52, 
82,122-24,211,244-5. 
Kovilturai, 216 
Koviyanagaram, 75,122, 
127. 
Koyampalli, 33,174,177 
Koyampani, 181, 
Koyamuttur, 48 
Köyamuttür Sirmai, 170 
Koyilpatti, 180 


Koyilür, 174, 180 
Krishnadevaraya Maha- 
raja, 165. 
Krishnarajapuram, 181 
Krishnarajandaiyär, 185 
Krishnaswami, 166 
Krishnāvaram, 181 


Kshatriyarasıkhämanı 
Ch., 177 
Kudai, 175 


Kudaiyür, 175 
Kudapulam, 89 
Kuda Kongu, 9-11,24,39,41 
Kuda Kongam, 89, 90 
Kudakakkongar, 9 
Kudakköttür, 48,122,126-7 
Kudalür, 36,126,139,161, 
180,189. 
Kudamükku, 63 
Kudandai, 63 
Kudandur, 213 
Kudappusa Nädu, 57 
Küdarcheri, 36, 192 
Kūdarkkarai, 121 
Kudavanār, 33,41,54-5, 
16851792175; 
Kudirai Ar, 24,32,221 
Kudumiyanpalayam, 225 
Kūgalūr, 29,50,91,99 
Kuladipanallür, 128 
Kulaganar, 41 
Kulakkurichi, 183 


Kulamdanamadalirichchat 
Ay 


Kulanilai, 106,109 
Kulankondai, 198-200 
Kulankonre, 200 
Kulappalur, 134 136,140 
Kulasekhara Nallūr, 75, 
132,179. 
Kulastha, 63 
Kulattupalayam, 35,226 
Kulavilakku, 34,106,110 
Külipälayam, 137 
Kulittalai, 21-23,33,55,57, 
68,71,132,175-6,178-79. 
Kulittandalai, 17,18,179 


Kullanattam, 72 

Kuļļanaturai, 48 

Kulottunga, 43-4,70,177, 
ALE 2 

Kulottunga$ola Ch., 119 
126 


Kulöttungasöla Mannarai, 
167 


Kulottungasola Nallür, 137 
Kumanan, 13-4 
Kumanarajaparru, 167 : 
Kumanurüdaiyän, 167 
Kundamalai, 27 


Kundadam, 54, 151, 153, 
155-6. 


Kundampalayam, 157 
Kunjimalai, 160 
Kunjaramalai, 32 
Kuniyamuttür, 52, 131 
Kunnam, 117 
Kunnampūņdi, 110 
Kunnattūr, 21,35,56,93, 
134,137-39 
Kunnattūrdurgam, 26,56, 
64,73 
Kunrattur Chāvadi, 56,187 
Kunrattur Nadu, 56 
Kunrai Nādu, 58 
Kunridam, 153 
Kuntuni Nadu, 49 
Kumāramangalam, 72,73, 
105,107,200,228,230,232 
Kumarangabhīma, 215 
Kumarangabhima Ch. 214 
Kumarapalayam, 107,111, 
169. 
Kumāraswāmi, 120 
Kumārasāmipatti, 189 
Kumattēri, 176,179 
Kuņdaņi Nādu, 203 
Kundodam, 151 
Kundür, 220 
Kundúr Kūrram, 218,220 
Kundür Nādu, 49,201 
Kunduvani Nàdu, 201 
Kunrattür Durgam, 198 
Kunrattürparru, 198 


Index 


Kuppam, 174 
Kuppandampāļayam, 97 
Kuraiyūr, 151 
Kurakkuttaļi, 62,119,134, 
135,137-8,140 
wm Aludaiyar, 
41 
Kurichi, 52,96,118,131, 
134,163 
Kuridi hills, 25,31,34,229 
Kuruchiköttäi, 212 
Kuruchivalasu, 163 
Kurka Nadu, 2,201-3,212 
Kurram, 1-3 
Kurraka Nādu, 202 
Kūru, | 
Kurukandür, 138 
Kurulayam, 213 
Kurumandur, 101,139,140 
Kurumbalamahādēvi, 116 
Kurumbar, 31,32,50,85,112 
Kurumba Nàdu, 31,47,50-1 
86-7,112 
Kurumbillar, 157 
Kurumbu, 134 
Kurumbu Nadu, 119,134, 
138,140-1,176,178,203 
Kurumbūr Nādu, 57 
Kuruncheri, 212 
Kurum Karadu, 136 
Kurumporai, 134 
Kurumporai Nādu, 2, 
201-3. 
Kurunagai Nādu, 176 
Kurunagar Nādu, 176 
Kurunda Nādu, 136-7 
Kuruppalli, 119 
Kuruppai Nādu, 135 
Kuruppu, 135 
Kuruppunäli, 135-6 
Kuruppúr Nādu, 42,47,57, 
90,93,119,134-5,140 
Kuruñjikottam, 214 
Kusuva, 229 
Kuru Vellodu, 78 
Kusavappatti, 222 
Kusepali, 148 


247 


| Kūttādinattam, 200 


Kuttagam, 126-7 
Kuttakādu, 202 
Kuttam, 221 
Kuttamalai, 193 
Kuttamalai Nādu, 56,193 
Kuttampalayam, 35 
Küttampündi, 36,105,108, 
153 

Kuttamudi, 231 
Kutta Nādu, 42,119 
Kuttanattam, 199,200 
Kuttimēnakkampatti, 111 
Kuttukkovil hills, 169 
Kūvalūr, 99,225 
Kuyilai, 134,147-8 

L 
Lakkamanāyakanpatti, 163 
Lakkampúndi, 153 
Lattivadi, 36,108,110,205 
Linganātha, 104 

M 
Madaga Nadu, 181 
Madampatti, 31 
Madappalli, 193 
Madappur, 154 
Madattukkulam, 32,215 
Madattur, 222 
Mada Viļāgam, 158 
Madesvaranmalai, 19,25, 

28,79 
Madevi, 116,118,149 
Madhava, 63 
Madhava Ch, 216 
Madhyapuri, 32,158 
Madhyapurisvara, 158 
Madilkarai, 20,22-3,28 
Madippänür, 86,121-2 
Madukkarai, 19,69,129,133 
Madurai, 9,67,74 
Maduraip Peruvali, 67 
Madurāntaka Ch., 119,175 
Madurāntaka Isvaram, 175 
|179 

Magadai Mm., 45 
Magadēsan Peruvaļi, 74 


248 


Mahā Bhārata, 166, 215 
Mahādēvapuram, 57,71, 
176,178-9 
Mahādēva, 205 
Mahāmaņdala Vāņarāja- 
nallūr, 152 
Mahānagaras, 75 
Mahavamša, 11 
Mahishamandalam, 67 
Mailerapalayam, 133 
Mailrangam, 33,165 
Makutesalingasthalam, 113 
Malaimandalam, 69,70,72 
Malai Nādu, 12 
Malaiyāla Nāttār, 201 
Maļa Kongam, 27,44-5,57,. 
66,90,204. 
Maļa Kongu, 9,11,38,49 
Maļa Nādu, 2,19,23,26,28 
44,45,73 
Mala Perumāl, 202 
Malavas, 38.73 


Malavar Perumagan, 38, 
201. 

Malayalis, 40 

Malayamān, 203 

Malayampālayam, 162 

Malayandippattanam, 211, 
212 

Maliyakunnam, 186 

Mallapuram, 35 


Mallasamudram, 37, 
198-200 


Mallikarjunadeva, 158 
Mallikundam, 181,186 
Mallür, 188-190,195 
Māmbādi, 33,164,226 
Mamballi, 134 
Mambarai, 221 
Māmburai, 221 
Managanapatinallür, 179 
Mampundi, 105,200 
Mamundi, 105,200 
Manakkadavu, 155,167 
Manali, 36,105,108,110, 
194,196,200 
Manal Nādu, 58,160 


Ancient Geography of Kongu 


 Manalür, 51,161 
Manalür Nādu, 32-3,42, 
51,112,160 
Manaltattai, 176 
Manamañgalam, 172 
Manambadi, 119 
Manambu, 147 
Maņamēdanallūr, 31 
Mana Nādu, 47,161,171 
Manappalli, 193 
Maņappārai, 23,176 
Manatti, 194,197 
Manattivu, 197 
Maņavādi, 171,180,197 
Manavakombu, 157 
Maņavāsi, 20,23,28,180-1 
Manave, 197 
Mandalam, 1, 4 
Mandalikaganda, 7 
Mandapattür, 108,110 
Mandavādi, 227 
Mandiragiri, 147-8 
Mandiramalai, 27 
Mandiripälayam, 148 
Mañchuppulu Tāvaļam, 
75,129 
Mañchuruvadi, 178 
Mangalam, 31,34,36,86, 
107,146,148,171,199,200, 
226 
Mangalappatti, 226 
Manguttaipatti, 183 
Manichilambu, 222 
Manikkanattam, 116,118 
Manilam, 3 
Manimodunallūr, 142 
Manipambadi, 147 
Maniyanur, 116 
Manjanayakanpatti, 213 
Mafijanàyakanür, 213 
Manjavadi, 25-6 
Manmalai, 26,201 
Manmalai Nadu, 201 
Manmalai Sirmai, 201,203 
Manmangalam, 171-2 
Mannankādu, 119 


Maņņarai,135,139,145,154, 
178 
Manniyūr, 34,48,67,91, 
126,128 
Mantrāchala, 27 
Manuppatti, 212 
Mänür, 219,221-2 
Mappakkanampatti, 209 
Māramangalam, 25,184 
Märappagavundanpudür, 
212-3 
Märappanäyakanpatti, 194 
Märappanür, 194 
Marapparai, 210 
MaravanEri, 187 
Maravanür, 155 
Maravapāļayam, 32.81,142, 
155,158 
Marchinayakanpāļayam, 
234 
Māriyamman, 147 
Marudamalai, 25,229 
Marudampāļayam, 232 
Marudāntakapuram, 178 
Marudür, 99,117-8,178 
Marurpatti, 194 
Maruttünkottai, 96 
Maruturai, 53,158-9 
Mashatta Nādu, 42,120 
Masakkavundan 
Chettipälayam, 125 
Mastanour, 76-78 
Mattamāmuni, 216 
Matteri, 179 
Mattūr, 97 
Mavalappanpatti, 209 
Mavalkund, 24 
Maviratti, 108, 117-8 
Mavireddipatti, 108,117 
Mavur, 40 
Māyanūr, 28,127 
Mayilambadi, 97 
Mayilūr, 140 
Mcdonald's chowltry, 186, 
199 
Mekenzie, 234 
Meadows Taylor, 232 


A ÓN 


—— - 
soo c mre b iti E 





Mechcheri, 181,184-87,232 
Mēlai Ariyür, 192 
Melai Chidambaram, 31 
131 
Melai Kannādiputtūr, 215 
Melaippälayam, 180 
Mēlaippaiļi, 108 
Mēlai Sättambür, 192 
Mēlai Tirupati, 31, 131 
Mēlakkarai, 13 
Meliyapalli, 232 
Melkalingam, 232 
Mēlkarai Araya Nādu, 29 
91,55,112-3,156,170 
Mēlkaraippatti, 222 
Mēlkarai Pūndurai Nādu, 
29,50-1,101-2,105,134 
Mēl Mādappūr, 220 
Mēlpadappu, 114 
MelSättambür, 192 
Merralai Kāvērippūm- 
pattiņam, 36,188 
Mērralai Tafijavür, 126 
Metratti, 155 
Mettuppalayam,30,125,224 
Méttuppatti, 206-7 
Mēttūr, 186 
Mēvāni, 29,30 
Mikódu Nàdu, 55,71 
MiKo Nādu, 3 
MiKongu, 89,90,130 
Miköttu Nädu, 22,57,71, 
175-6,179 
Milalaikkürram, 1,2 
Milalai Nädu, 2 
Minnakkal, 36,189-90,195 
Minnāmoli, 36,198 
Minnampalli, 36,108,110, 
177,194-5,198,200 
Minnuvanpalli, 177 
Misinampatti, 189 
Misinayakanpatti, 189 
Modakkür, 228 
Mödamangalam, 105,107, 
110 | 


Mēdavalli Satyamangalam 
101 


32 


Index 


Modavandi Satyamanga- 
lam, 106 


Modur, 105 

Möga Nädu, 189 

Mohanur,56,66,73,193,206, 
228 

Mokkanisvara, 48,122,126 

Molachchi, 110 

Molamparai, 188 

Mondipāļayam, 225 

Mofijanur, 112-3,115,117 

Mērūr, 50,104-5,107,110, 
111,182.234 

Mērūrmalai, 26 

Mērūr Nadu, 58 

Moyar, 25,30,223 

Mudachchiyur, 139 


Mudakkür, 14,33,54.168, 
175 


Mudakurichi, 106,109 
Mudukkür, 91 
Mudalaippatti, 194 
Mudaligal, 4 
Mudalinayakanpatti, 188 
Mudalipāļayam, 139,154 
Mudalippatti, 188,194 
Mudaliyapalli, 188 
Mudikondadevanpalam, 
173 
Mudikondan. 171 
Mudikondasola Mm, 24 


Mudittalaikondasölanallür, 


208 
Mudivalangusölapuram, 
171 
Mudivila Nādu, 57 
Mūdubāli, 220 
Mudukanturai, 30,129 
Mudukködu, 147 
Muduturai, 48,127, 190 
Mudür, 139 
Mugai Nädu, 35-6,43,56, 
181 
Mugavanai, 155,157 
Mugayanür, 97 
Mukandai, 145 
Mukundai, 63,135,138 


949 


Mukandanür, 44,62-64 
119,135,138,140-1 


Mukundanallūrpattayam, 
145 


Mukundapattaņa, 63 
Mukundür, 141 
Mukkan Eri, 187 


Mükkanankurichi. 171,177, 
180 


Mukkankurichi, 171,180 

Mukkuttipälayam, 40,75, 
93,188 

Mukasi Pidäriyür, 103,107 

Mukitalai, 118 

Mulaikurichi, 26 

Mulai Nadu, 52,130,132 

Mülakkaraı, 102 

Mulanur, 71,163-4,169 

Mulasi, 108 

Mülimangalam, 171,172 

Mullippädi, 175,178 

Mullitturai, 67 

Mullür, 67 

Mulubāyi, 35 

Mulväy, 198 

Munai Vallavaraya Nädu, 
44,45 

Mundagappādi, 111 

Mundakapāļayam, 111 

Muüngilpatti, 96-7 

Munivaradapperumäl- 
nallūr, 173 

Muñjal, 92, 193 

Muñjai VallavarayarNädu, 
193 

Muäjanür, 200 

Muñjavadi, 36,193 

Muñjaippallam, 82 

Munnur, 175 

Mūnrānkarai, 167 

Muppaisamudram, 98,183, 
184 

Muppavai Ch. 183 


Muppavaisamudram, 183, 
186 


Muruga, 26,27 
Muruganātha, 62 


250 


Murugävudaiyär, 62 
Murungai, 20,206-7 
Murungaittolu, 104,110 
Musari, 197 
Musrri, 20,29,36-7,66,73, 
194,205 
Musukarai, 114 
Muttagappatti, 194 
Muttakkapatti, 194,206 
Muttam, 48,52,67,75,130 
Mutta Nädu, 34,69,189, 
209,210 
Muttanampälayam, 226 
Muttappanür, 195 
Muttayam, 173 
Muttirattisvaramudayar, 
214 
Muttukkoyil, 27 
Muttittorai, 209 
Muthukkönampälayam, 
224,227 
Muttukkulam, 31,68 
Muttukkumaraswamikovil, 
27 
Muttunayakanpatti, 190 
Muttūr, 34,55,109,159,209, 
210,213 
Muttūrrukkūrram, 3 
Mysore, 10,67,74 
N 
Nāchchinallūr, 69,132-3 
Nachchinarkiniyar, 218 
Nāchchipālayam, 52,69, 
132-4 
Nadakani, 27,156,162 
Nadalvan Nadu, 44,46,55, 
64,92,191,197 
Nadandai, 161,192 
Nādu, 1-4 
Nādu Kaņkāņi Nāyagam, 4 
Nādu Kūruseyvār, 4 
Naduppatti, 189 
Naduvachcheri, 48,53,127 
Näduvagaiseyvär, 4 
Naduvaneri. 186,199,200 
Naduvayal, 202 
Nagagiri, 39 


Ancient Geography of Kongu 


Nāgalūr, 96 
Nāgalūr plateau, 26 
Nāgamalai, 26-7,40,104 
Nàgamalappalli, 173 
Nagampalli, 33,173-4 
Nāganallur, 20,37 
Naganür, 176 
Nagappalli, 173 
Nagara, 73 
Nagar Kalandai, 75 
Nagaram Madurāntaka- 
puram, 175,178 
Nagarūr, 72 
Nāgasamy R, 3 
Nägesvaram, 131 
Nägesvaramudaiyär, 114 
Nagur, 208 
Nainamalai, 197 
Nakkāņdār, 210 
Nakkisvaramudaiyar, 114 
Nallampatti, 225 
Naļļāru, R, 31,34-5,52,62, 
127,134,139,141 
Nallatangai R, 218 
Nallatangal R, 162 
Nallatangal Odai, 33 
Nallattipalayam, 147 
Nallattukkaraivali, 35 
Nallipalayam, 194 
Nallür. 31.35,54,58,67,116, 


120,127,139,142-145,153, 
156,205,207,210-12 

Nallürkkanadu, 15,34,43, 
47,54-5,58,70,120,150, 
207,210-11,214,218 

Nallürvayal, 7 

Nalpaļļi, 182 

Nalūrparru, 49,52-3,119, 
127 

Nalūrparru Nādu, 122 

Namagiripatti, 195,203 

Nāmakkal, 26,56,187-8, 
190-4,201,204-6.230,234 

Namanari, 153 

Namani, 197 

Nambi Perur, 48,129 

Nambiyūr, 48,52-3,121, 
123-4,129,136 


Nänädesiyamangalam, 167 
Nandavanampälayam, 226 
Nandikkalambagam, | 
Nandiyäru R, 45 
Nangai Nili, 137 
Nangampadi, 155 
NangänjiR, 13,33,150,168, 
169 


Nangapalli, 186 
Nangavalli, 185-6 
Nañjai Idayar, 36,45,65-6, 
192-3 
Nafijaikalamangalam,106-7 
Nanjaikkalpälayam, 71 
Nañjai Kolanelli, 103 
Nafijai Palattolu, 138 
Naījai Talayür, 161,227 
Nanjaņņa Odeyar, 147 
Nanjaraja Odeyar, 141 
Nanjarāsakuļam, 141 
Nañjundapuram, 25 
Nafjuppoygai, 166 
Nanmanisvara, 158 
Nannādu, 3 
Nannanūr, 34,75,92,210, 
211 
Nanniyür, 172 
Nannavaļanādu, 57 
Nanrürkka Nādu, 57 
Naranapuram, 148 
Narasimha Bhatta, 63 
Narasipuram, 31 
Naravalūr, 193 
Narayanūr, 164,166 
Narayanūr Nādu, 14,32-3, 
42,47-8,54,58,60,71,91, 
150,162,164-5,169 
Narikkalpatti, 221 
Narikkaraippallam, 220-1 
Narkaviri Nadu, 29,157, 
158 
Nasaiyanur, 109 
Nasaiyanūrkkanādu, 57 
Nasiyanallūr, 102 
Nasiyanūr, 102,105 
Nātkalpāļayam, 227 
Nattakkādayūr,157-8,160 





Nattakkārai, 160 
Nattakkarayam, 156,158 
Nattam, 197,201 


Nattamangalam, 188,194, 
197 


Nattamédu, 45,193-5 
Nattampälayam, 227 
Nattamputtür, 178 
Nättupperuvali, 66,69,73, 
173 
Nattärrisvarar, 114 
Nattür, 99,158 
Nattür Amarndär, 158 
Navanāri, 33,151,153,155 
Navani, 36,194,197 
Nävalpatti, 195 
Nedungur, 170,174-5 
Nedunguli, 173 
Negamam, 148,208 
Nelāli, 156 
Nelālikkarai R, 27,82,153, 
156,159,154 
Nelavidu, 131 
Nelavareppatti, 190 
Nelayavarampatti, 190 
Nellitturai, 125,213 
Nelluvayppalli, 173 
Nemanthappatti, 174,175 
Neri, 66 
Neriñjippettal, 97,98 
Neruli, 227 
Nerūr, 55,177 
Neruvūr, 172 
Neykkarappatti, 111,228 
Neykuppam, 32 
Nicholson, 236 
Nigarilisolapuram, 117 
Nigarilisola Mm, 24 
Nilagiri, 25,85 


Nilamai Alagiyasölanallür, 


127, 
Nilagirisadaranköttai, 120 
Nīlambūr, 31,48,57,124, 

128,164 | 
Nilam Pērūr, 48,163-4 
Nili Vadi, 82- 


Index 


Nimirthampatti, 134 
Niraiyūr, 153 
Nirambaiyūr, 137,139 
Nīrārrupparru, 48,52-3, 
119,122-4 
Nīrāru, 34 
Nīrkūr, 201,203 
Nīrkūrmalai, 202 
Nīrkurittānkarai, 211 
Nirmani, 151-2 
Nittaninrāduvār, 208,214 
Nittavinoda Valanadu, 44 
Nochchippatti, 180 
North Kongu, 89 
Noyyalkarai, 128 
Noyyal R, 11,14,25,97-8, 


30-2,34,39,44,50-4,76,81, 


94,113,119,130-1,140, 
150,156-7,161. 
Noyyal, 133,135-6,141,172 
O 
Odanalli, 107 
Odānilai, 107 
Odatturai, 214 
Oddanchattiram, 222 
Odimalai, 27 
Oduvanga Nādu, 47-9,53, 
58,86,119-20 
Oduvankurichi, 196 
Olagadam, 95-6 
Olaippādi, 48 
Olaippatti, 189 
Ollaiyūrkūrram, 2 
Ollaiyūr Nādu, 2 
Omalūr, 28,35,72-3,111, 
181-2,184-5,189,234,236 


Onbadukarai Nādu, 38,41, 


42,82 


| Oņdiputtūr, 148 


Ori, 1,19,38,201-3 
Orichchēri, 95 


- Orriyüran Piridiganda- 


varman, 20t 


Oruvandūr, 206-7 
. Ottakkálmandapam, 69,132 


149 


| Ottaikkumindan, 716: 
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P 
Pächapalli, 196 
Pachchai, 77 
Pachchaigrāmam, 77 
Pächchal, 195-6 
Pāchchalpaļļi, 195 
Pachchamalai, 26,201,303 
Pachchapāļayam, 27,77,227 
Pachchēttu Āvudaiyār, 158 
Padakkepaļļi, 127 
Padanattam, 180 


| Padavēdu, 182 


Padaividu, 105,108,111 

Padikkāsu Tambirān, 18 

Padirruppattu, 2,14,59,75, 
USA - 

Padivalanadu, 58 

Padiyúr, 59,78,145,150, 
157-8,227 

Padmanabhayya, 18 

Pāganattam, 171,180 

Paittur Nādu, 49 

Pakka Nādu, 43,56,182-4, 
186 

Pakkūr, 171 

Palagaippūlai, 147 

Palagavuņdanpatti, 194,197 

Palakkanūrru, 221 

Palamalai, 18,26,50,95,97-8 

Paļamangalam, 35,103,106, 
109,231 

Palamēdu, 37,111 

Palamodu, 50,198-200 

Palanagappalli, 173 

Palana Nadu, 48 

Palanai, 48,75 

Palani,32,70,74,217,220, 
222 

Palanimalai, 8,10,12,27,67, 
69-70,75,218 

Paļaninagaram, 219 

Paļankaruvalūr, 126 

Pālappādi, 98 

Pālappatti, 205-6 - 

Pälapperuvali, 71,167 

Pālār, 12-3,69, 16- le 98, 164, 
211,213 ES 


252 


Palattaolu, 134,137-8,231 
Paļayakēttai, 159 
Palavadi, 98 
Paļayakalayanūr, 122 
Palghat, 131-3 
Palkund, 24 
Pāļayam, 180 
Pālayūrmalai, 149 
Palaya Navakombu, 156 
Palayapälayam, 206 
Palaya Sayadam, 179 
Palipälayam, 228 
Palladam, 15,27,53,68,77, 
146-9,154,159,208 
Pallakkuļi, 200 
Pallakoyil, 154-5 
Paļļapālayam, 33,174,228 
Pallapatti, 221 
Pallavarayar Nādu, 92,187 
Pallichchandam, 4 
Paļļimangalam, 105 
Pallipalayam, 105,108 
Pallidam, 148 
Pallodam, 146 
Palurvaykkal, 152 
Palvanne$vara, 157 
Pambar, 12,24,32 
Pambūr, 42 
Pāmbāttisittar, 229 
Pāmbura Nādu, 2 
Panangädür, 135 
Panangādukuļam, 145 
Panappāļayam, 225 
Panayadi, 98 
Panayampallı, 107,110 
Panayampatti, 85-6 
Pandamangalam, 117 
Pandarandai, 123,131 
Pändava, 66 
Pandikkodumudi,89,91,113 
Pandi Mm. 217 
Pāņdiyadēvanallūr, 171 
Pāņdiyakulamāņikkam, 127 
Pandiya Nādu, 1-3,16 
Pañgulan, 182 
Paūjamtāngi Ittal, 188 
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Pannappatti, 186 

Panrimalai,18,24,78,82,220 

Pantipolis, 76,78 

Papini, 158-60,227 

Pāppampatti, 3,6,10,199, 
219,221 

Pāppāpūņdi, 129 

Paradarasahodara Ch”, 214 

Paraganallūr, 191 

Parakesarivarman, 98 

Paraļi, 206 

Paramadai, 213 

Paramēsvara, 151,177 

Paramutti, 36,51,113,116, 
161,170,175.192-3 

Paranattamangalam, 188 

Parañjerpalli, 158 

Parañjervali, 227 

Parañjervalli, 32,159 

Parantaka, 6,38,43,60,90, 
93,165 

Parāntakapuram, 60,64,90 
165-6 

Parantakesvaram, 45,131 

Paravaikalipalayam, 225 

Paripadal, 67 

Pāri Oduvanga Nādu, 57-8 

Pārisa Nādu, 94, 119 

Pāriyur, 14,29,40,74,90,99, 
129,136 

Pārpadiya Pāpini, 158 

Pārpadi, 158 

Pārpali, 158 

Pārpati, 159 

Pārrūr, 183 

Paruttippalli, 55,187-8, 
197-200,232 

Paruttippalļimalai, 200 

Paruttippalli Nādu,37,43-4, 
47-8,55-6,58,72,92,187, 
197-8 

Paruttiyúr, 152 

Paruvāy, 146 

Pasage, 76-7 

Pasupatisvara, 152 

Pasur, 79,225 

Patlür, 199,231 


Pattàli, 159-60,235 
Pattaliyür, 75,78 
Pattalya Vēņavudayār, 19 
Pattaņam, 13,15,77,147-8, 
195 
Pattilūr, 96,108 
Pattiņam, 75 
Pattisvaram, 31,92 
Pattiyali, 150,157 
Pattiyappar, 158 
Pavaļamalai, 136 
Pavaļappayanūr, 209 
Pavanandi, 87 
Pavittiram, 173-4,228 
Payil Nadu, 201 
Payila Nadu, 201 
Pāypaduttānkallu, 173 
Pedappampatti, 226 
Peņkāliyamman, 118 
Perai, 148 
Pērayūr, 92 
Peralūr, 13 
Peramanai, 147 
Perandapāļayan, 160 
Periplus, 237 
Periyāvudaiyūr, 220 
Periya Ēri, 184, 188 
Periya Kalamangalam, 107 
Periya Kaļandai, 53 
Periya Kaduveri, 100,121 
Periya Kūmbai, 26 
Periya Kottai, 218 
Periya Kuļam, 163 
Periya Kuyilai, 149 
Periya Manali, 232 
Periyamangalam, 151 
Periyamankottai, 127,134 
Periya Nattamangalam,183 
Periya Negamam, 34,148, 
208 
Periyanāyakanpāļayam, 
52,123-4,126 
Periyapāļayam, 127,231 
Periyapatti, 155 
Periyapodu, 213 
Periya Puliyūr, 99 





Periya Purāņam, 5,28-9,67 
Periyār, 24,35-6 
Periya Sēmūr, 99,100,102, 
106 
Periya Soragai, 186 
Periya Sakkali, 232 
Periya Tadāgam, 25,229 
Periya Vāļavandi, 211-2 
Periya Varagam, 202 
Periya Veppanattam, 205 
Perodu, 109 
Perrampalli, 153 
Perudur, 100 
Perumälmalai, 228 
Perumāļmudi, 25 
Peruma] Urimaiyalar, 166 
Perumanallür,35,48,72,218 
Perumatka] Nāchchinallur, 
132,134,137 
Perumpālai, 17-8,28,185 
Perumpālaikkarai, 143 
Perumpaļanam, 129 
Perumpaļana Nādu, 34,72 
Perumpaļanallūr, 72 
Perumpaļļam, 33,82,102 
Perumpanarruppadai, 66-7 
Perumpilinallur, 128 
Perumpillaiyür, 154 
Perumpulaikkarai, 71,144-5 
Perumpulainattam, 143 
Perumpuliyür, 100 
Perumpullür, 191 
Perunchitranär, 14 
Perundurai, 18,50,72,106, 
136-7,225 
Perungandamalai, 24 
Perungānallūr, 209-10 
Perunkadai, 87,137 
Perunkaļandai, 147 
Perunkaņichchiyūr, 166 
Perunkuļam, 50,95 
Perunkurichi, !15 
Perun Talayūr, 100,231 
Peruntolu, 143-5,153 
Peruntolu Murungattolu, 
104 
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Pērūr, 31,48,52,67-8,72, 
74-5,77,92,130-34,230 
Pērūr Nādu, 31,42,48,52-3, 
57,68,119,123,130,133 

Peruvachchi, 96 
Peruvali, 7,66-7,73 
Peruvāy, 53,84 
Pettampalli, 153 
Phanimalai, 39 
Pichchampatti, 180 
Pidagam, 193 
Pidampatti, 77,148 
Pidāramangalam, 20,207 
Pīdārinagar, 103 
Pidārippatti, 167 
Pidāriyamman, 167 
Pidāriyūr, 75,103-4,106,231 
Pīlakkampatti, 156 
Pilampatti, 97 
Pillaikalattür, 193 
Pillaikkarai, 193 
Pillaitellimalai, 230 
Piļļanallūr, 195 
Pillanattam, 200 
Pillanūr, 196 
Piļļayārnattam, 200 
Pillūr, 36,192 
Pirakkarai Nādu, 49,201, 
203 
Piramadēsam, 96 
Piramiyam, 33,163-4,227 
Pirāndagam, 193-4 
Pirāntakam, 193 
Pirāntaka Ch”, 193 
Piratti, 155 
Piravaneri, 131 
Piridi, 108 
Podangam, 194 
Pogalur, 115 
Pokkaram, 10 
Polilvāychchi, 12,34,69,70, 
75,77,133,208 
Pollächchi, 12,54-5,69,71, 
74 76-7,133,207-10,217-8, 
227,235-6 
Ponmudi, 125 
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Pongalur, 33,53,75,77,84, 
120,127,149-50,153-4,207 

Pongalur Nadu, 47 | 

Pongalurkkänädu, 13-4,27, 
32,42,46,53-4,57,60,70,84 
94,120,143,150,153-4,156 
162,165,168,207 

Pongalūrkarai Nàdu, 149 

Pongambadi, 168 

Ponkal, 78 

Ponkalir, 78 

Ponkalūr Nadu, 93 

Ponkulukki Nadu, 78,149, 
150 

Ponmalai, 22,34,134,147-8 

Ponmudi, 82,125 

Ponnādu, 78,84,149 

Ponnädukal, 149 

Ponnadu Nali, 149 

Ponnakali, 149 

Ponnakani, 149 

Ponna Nallur, 152 

Ponnarkudal, 36,184 

Ponnar R, 36,111 

Ponnēri, 206 

Ponnērivarman, 202 

Ponni (Kavēri), 10,65-6,80 

Ponnikañchi Aru, 113 

Ponnipādi, 152 

Ponnivādi, 151-2,222 

Ponnu Nadi, R, 200 

Ponnūttu, 229 

Ponparappi, 228 

Ponparappi Ch”, 14 

Pēr, 3 

Poravipālayan, 211 

Poruļandaikuļam, 105 

Pottalūr, 118 

Pottanēri, 189 

Pottanür, 117,132,148 

Pottikkampälayam, 153 

Pottipuram, 35,56,181 

Poygai, 72 

Poygaipatti, 176 

Pöyyämolippulavar, 61 

Pounnata, 76-8,149-50 
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Pseudostomas, 76 
Ptolemy,59,75-7,149-50,237 
Puchchaneri, 213 
Pudangam, 194,197 
Puduchatram, 197 
Pudu Kalayanūr, 122 
Pudukaņdavishaya, 105 
Pudukēttai, 181,206 
Puduppāļayam, 183,186 
Puduppatti, 81,196,205-6 
Pudur, 109,154,196,209,212 
Puduvai, 148 
Pugalidankoduttasöla Ch’, 
132 
Pugalidankoduttasola- 
nallūr, 132 
Pugaliyūr, 27,55,59,76,112, 
170-2 
Pugalmangalam, 103 
Pugalūr, 171-2,229 
Pukār, 3,67 
Pukār Nādu, 1,2 
Pukkoliyür, 31,89 
Pukkulam, 212 
Pukkuliyur, 122,128 
Pulāmpatti, 183,185 
Pūlāmbarakēttai, 151 
Pulanagalpalayam, 48 
Pūlānkiņar, 70,211,217 
Pulankurichi. 3 
Pulariyūr,54,150,152,217-8 
Pulavanagar, 48 
Pulavanūr, 180 
Pulāvari, 190 
Pulaveri, 187 
Pulinādu, 2 
Pulinagar, 157 
Pulinagar Valanadu, ]56 
Pulivari, 26 
Puliyammai, 157 
Puliyampatti, 111 
Puliyandampalayam, 144 
Puliyūr, 34,49,176,178-81 
Puliyürnattam, 221 
Puliyūrsīmai, 178 
Pullakkāpāļayam, 108 
Pullanattam, 72,199 
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Pullikallūr, 144 
Pullurkurichi, 183 
Pūluvar, 85,112,130 
Púluva Nadu, 31,42,48,52, 
52,58,68-9,85,112,119, 
123,130 
Pūluvanallūr, 53 
Pūluvanparrāru, 31,123 
Pūluvanperumparrāru, 130 
Pūluvappatti, 31,68,123, 
130-1 
Pūmalūr, 148 
Pumbatti, 125 
Pūnāchchi, 97 
Púnaippadikkalpalli, 151 
Pünaivadi, 149 
Pūnakalattūr, 193 
Pūndai Nādu, 58 
Pündi, 34,77-8,149,152,227 
Pundurai, 101-3 
Pündurai Nadu, 29,42,46-7, 
50,57,78,93,100,102,136 
Pūndurai Semür, 35,106, 
107 
Pūndurai Sevür, 82 
Pungambādi, 102 
Pungani, 84,124 
Punganikkā Nādu, 42,48-9, 
52-3,58,84,123,129 
Pungar R, 179 
Puñjai Kāļamangalam,106 
Puñjal Kilambādi, 107 
Puñjal Palattolu, 135,137 
Pufijaai Pugalür, 172 
Puñjal Puļiyampatti, 121, 
129,225 
Punjai Talayar, 33 
Punnam, 171,173-4 
Puraļiyūr, 152,218,221 
Puralūr, 218 
Puramalai Nadu, 24 
Purananuru, 203 
Purattukkoil, 72,176 
Pūrattūr, 176 
Puravakkailipalayam, 145 
Puravarinallur, 219 


Purösakulam, 126: 


Purridamgonda Iswarar, | 
104 
Purriraichchal, 153 
Pūsārippatti, 36,186 
Pushpattur, 219 
Pushpavanam, 101,103 
Pusupadi, 149 
Putterichchal, 33,151 
Putterrur, 216 
Puttur, 36,73,128,131,137, 
146,148,153,155,187, 
190-2,194,205,207 
Puttūrūr, 109 
Pūvamalai, 34 
Puvamuņdiya Nādu, 58 
Puvani, 84,182 
Pūvāņiyam, 171,182 
Pūvāņiya Nādu, 28,36,40, 
43,46-8,56,58,84'93,98, 
111,182,187,198 
R 
Rāhuttarāyanallūr, 157 
Rajadhiraja, 38 
Rājādhirāja Ch”, 167 
Rājādhirāja Uttama Chola, 
119 
Rajadittamannarai, 131 
Rājagambhira Vaļanādu,44 
Rājakesari, Ch”, 198 
Rājakesari Peruvaļi, 25,68, 
77 
Rājakēšarivarman, 37-8,69, 
72-3,204 
Rājākkaļ Tambirānallur, 
173 
Rājamahēndra, 201 


Rājamahēndrapuram, 165 
Rājamahēndra Vadi, 69,178 
Rājapuram, 161 
Rājarāja, 43-40 
Rājarāja Mannarai, 131 
Rājarājanallūr, 216 
Rājarāja Pāņdinādu, 16 
Rājarājapura, 32,60,64,75, 
92,165-6  . 
Räjaräjesvaram, 65 e 
Rājarāja Valanadu, 215 _ 
Rājasimha, 65  — | 
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Rajasimha Ch’, 197-8 
RajaSraya, 45 
Rājāsraya Ch’, 45,187 
Rajasrayapuram, 72 
Rajasraya Vaļanādu, 44-5 
Rājavichchādirapuram, 
167 
Rājēndra, 69 
Rājēndrachēļa, 43,45-6,197 
Rājēndram, 179 
SE Vaļanādu, 
Räjendrasölapattinam, 179 
Rajendra$olappettai, 179 
Kakkippatti, 189 
Rāmabhadran, 7 
Rāmadēvam, 51,116 
Ramagiri, 178,180 
Ramakudal, 183 
Ramalingapuram, 144 
Raman Pallavarayan, 218 
Ramapattanam, 3,4,75,208, 
209 
Rāmapuram, 174,198-9 
Rangamalai, 169 
Rangampalayam, 144 
Ranganāthapuram, 178-9 
Rangasamudram, 110,178 
Rasadi, 127 
Rāsādipāļayam, 127 
Rasakkapāļayam, 209 
Rasipuram, 36,56,72,75, 
187-8,191,193,195-6, 
199-200,232 
Rāsipura Nādu, 47-9,58,195 
Ratnagiri, 72,129,176,178 
Rattayambadi, 27,70,219, 
221 
Ratti, 58 
Ravimangalam, 24,70,220 
Ravivarma Ch”, 69,130 
Rayakulam, 153 
Reddiyärür, 213 
S 
Sadamugai, 85,121 
Sadappalli, 121 
Sadasiva, 44,101 
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Sadayampalayam, 33,54, 
1511533212227 
Sadumugai, 121 
Saduragiri, 26 
Sakkaraisettipatti, 188 
Sakkaravälanattam, 110 
Sakkili Eri, 187 
Salattúr, 209 
Salem, 36,45,72,74,85,234 
Salem Ār, 28,36 
Saliyar, 85 
Sāmakkattu, 211 
Sàmakkulam, 31,124 
Sämalädevi Ch’, 142 
Sämaläpuram, 31,142,148 
Sämasamudram, 105,111 
Samattür, 211 
Samayasangili, 105 
Sambandar, 30,64 
Samballi, 186 
Samudram, 183,186 
Sanapparatti, 176,178-80 
Sanatkumāra Ar, 28 
Saņbagamādēvi, 199 
Sāndappādi, 168 
Sangamēsvara, 30 
Sanganūr, 25,82 
Sanganūrpaļļam, 25,31,82 
Sangaraņdāmpāļayam, 37, 
163 


Sangrāmanallūr, 71,214 
Sankagiri, 93,110,183 
Sankeri, 26,56,73,182-3, 
185,199 
Sankaridrug, 26,56,64,110, 
182,192,198,234 
Sankaramangalam, 63 
Santanavardhini R, 41 
Sanyasipalayam, 26 
Sarabanga Nadi R, 28,35, 
39,79,111,182,184-5,190 
Saraganüttu, 155 
Sāramai Tulukkamputtūr, 


127 
Sarkar Kattangani, 142 


Sarkar Nattamangalam,188 


Sarkar Pudūr, 212 
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Sarkar Kannādiputtūr, 215 
Sarkar Periyapāļayam, 31, 
90,53,62-3,119,135,137, 

140-1 
Sarkar Sāmakkuļam, 48, 
52,122 
Sarpagiri, 26 
Sasalakānūr, 154 
Sättamangalam, 57,179 
Sāttambūr, 106,109,193 
Sāttampādi, 178 
Sāttanūr, 109,172,175 
Sattimangalam, 106,120 
Satyamangalam, 26,29,30, 
49,67,74,100,110,120-1, 
129,176,179,233 
Savadipalayam, 74,226,236 
Savanampatti, 124 
Savudapuram, 109,111,180, 
189 


Savundaramā Nadi, 136 
Sedapuram, 109 
Sekkadinattam, 110 
Sekkilar, 5,18,21,64,67,72, 
80,83 
Sēlam, 187 
Sēla Nādu, 91-3,182,187, 
189,197-8 
Selagampāļayam, 99 
Sēlattu Ār R, 187 
Sellakarichal, 157 
Sellūr, 219 
Sēlūr, 117-8 
Sēlūr Nādu, 49,201,204 
Seluvanūr, 216 
Semandappatti, 189 
Semappalli Eri, 183 
Sembagamādēvi, 200 
Sembiyanmādēvi, 202 
Sembiyankilänadi Nallūr, 
122 
Sembuttolu, 154 
Semmanāyakanpāļayam, 
|22 
Semmandappatti, 189 
Semmani Küdal, 36,184 
Sēmūr, 35,106,110 
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Senaippādi, 172 
Senaippiratti, 73 
Sendamangalam, 33,168, 
188,194,196-7,206,232 
Sendan Kūrran, 9 
Sengaikkinaru, 201 
Sengaikkattu, 201 
Sengaippalli, 138,192 
Sengappalli, 137,192,197 
Sengili, 157 
Sengūdu, 25 
Sengottuvelavan, 26,39 
Sengunrür, 64 
Senjeri, 32-3,82,146-8 
Señjeri Karai, R, 33,82,155 
Señjeri, Puttūr, 53,146,183 
Sefijerimalai, 27 
Sennakunru, 230 
Sennampatti, 97 
Sennilanda1, 10 


Seranaimenkondasöla 
Peruvali, 71 
Serukkalai, 116 
Servamalai, 190 
Servaräyamalai, 189 
Settimankurichi, 183 
Settipālayam, 227 
Settirēvu, 234 
Settuvāyttanallūr, 249 
Seval Nagar, 48 
Sevalapurai, 48 
Sevayampāļayam, 194 
Seviyūr, 139-40 
Sevvalaipūņdi, 127 
Sevvaļa Nādu, 58 
Sevvāyppēttai, 189-90 
Sevvūr Nādu, 51-2 
Sēvūr, 48,52,75,122,126-7, 
231 
Sēvūr Nādu, 42-48,53,119, 
122 
Sewell, 37, 97 
Seyyaperumal Eri, 184 
Shanbagamedu, 36 
Shanmuga Nadi, 13,27,32, 
41,214,217,219-21 
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Shanmuga Sittār, R, 33, 
168-9 

Sherveroy hills, 19,25-6, 
36,85,187,229 

Sidakkarchi, 146 

Sigasal, 117 

Sialmbur, 95 

Silanayakanūr, 149 

Silappillaiputtür, 207 

Silappadigāram, 9,14,67, 
137 

Sinapuram, 86,138 

Singalandapuram, 36 

Singalantakapuram, 196, 
232 

Singanallūr, 25,31,48,132-3 
148,209 

Singananallúr, 133 

Singanür, 133 

Singaya Daņdanāyaka, 216 

Singivadi, 212 

Sinnakavundanpalayam, 
229 


Sinnamannür, 65 
Sinna Marudūr, 169 
Sinnampāļayam, 213 
Sinna Mukkanankurichi, 
178,180 
Sinna Vēppanattam, 205 
Sinniyampalayam, 213 
Sinnar R, 24 
Siplaputtur, 20,29,37 
Sippilaputtür, 207 
Sirāmi, 209 
Sirapali, 118 
Sorāppalli, 116,195-6 
Siriya Valavandi, 212 
Sirrāru, 173,220 
SiruKalandai, 130,147-8, 
208 
Sirukalanji, 35,139 
Sirukinar, 163 
Sirumalai, 134 
Sirumugal, 30,86,121,125, 
231 
Sirumulasi, 108 


Sirunellikoyil, 116 
Sirunavanalı, 151 


Siruttūmbadi, 184 
Siruvalür, 60,136,140 

Sir Walter Elliot, 223,226 
Sitagaragandan Kottai, 120 
Sittalavay, 181 
Sittalundür, 50,104-5,107 
Sittaneri, 187 
Sittilandūr, 111 

Sittodu, 106,109 
Sittuppūņdi, 116 

Sittūr, 185-7,212 


Sittūr Nadu, 201,203 


Sivagiri, 32,51.112,114,231 
Sivagiri Pudūr, 145 
Sivamalai, 27,156-7,160, 
190,227 
Sivamāra, 63 
Sivaļāpura Amman, 127 
Sivaļūr, 138 
Sivayam, 176,228,232 
Siviyampalayam, 194 
Sivlur, 140 
Sıvapädasekhara Mannaraī 
131,133-4,210 
Sivayampalayam, 120 
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Somür, 177,228 
Sonappādi, 26 
Sorai Nagar, 186 
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Usippalayam, 104 
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187-9 
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Vāgaiputtūr, 137 
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Vālpārai, 229 
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Valuppūrkkā Nadu, 42,44, 
48,51-2.54.83-4,90,140, 
142-5,150,154 
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Veda Sandur, 41,221 Vellipporuppu, 17-8 Veņņāttikkarai Ār, 34,54, 
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Veladinattam, 200 Vellimalai, 17,19 Vēppādi R, 35,39,56,181, 
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Vīrakēraļa Ch., 220 
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Virakeralasola Mm, 169-70 
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